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PREFACE. 


TITK following narrative was originally writ- 
ten on the spat, without any vicw to publication, 
but having been subsequently submitted to the in- 
spection af competent persons, it is now printed in 
conformity with their opinion; and it is to be 
hoped that the events related, as well as that 
part of the coast described, will be deemed sufi- 
ciently interesting al this particular period, when, 
owing to various causes, the public attention has 
sheen directed to Africa and her poputation, 

The author suffered shimoreck on that coast, 
and lost many docianents which could not be 
recovered; but he has endeavoured, by unre 
amitting exertions, in some measure, to supply the 
deficiency. 

oT'he author's lang residence in that country, and 
the various official situations which he there filled, 
enable him to present acorrect account of the origin 


iv 
and final termination of those disastrous conten 
tiens, which for so’ lony a period desutated the 
Afiican shores, and which he sincerely hepes are 
now for ever closed. 

In submitting, therefore, this narration of 
Sucts, he trusts that (t wilt be favourably received ; 
and had not Providence left him the only surviving 
officer who witnessed most of the events on the 
Gold Coast, he would not have produced these 
pages, which are now published only fran a sense 
of public duty. ° 
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The GOLD COAST & the w 





NARRATIVE 


Or TUR 


ASHANTEE WAR. 





CHAP. I. 


Appointment of Six Charles Mac Carthy to the Go- 
vernment of the Western Coast of Africa—His 
Arrival—Now Charter aut Proclamation—Enthu- 
siastic Reception of him—The King of Ashantes sends 
a Mission to Cape Coast Castle lo danand tribute 
we Arrival of the Nephaw of the King of Ashantec- 
Negotiations—Hostilities commenced against the 
Ashantees and Fantees—Trade susponded—Recon- 
ciliationPeace re-established—Arrival of Sir 
Charles MacCarthy at Cape Coast Castle— Capture 
and Murder of a Serjeant by the Ashanteeso~Sir 
Charles prepares to punish the Guilty. 


Trin late Sir Charles Mac Carthy having beon 
appointed governor in chief of the British sot- 
tloments on the western const of Africa, situated 
botween twenty degrees north, and twonty 
degrees south latitude, returned to the colony 
of Sicrra Leone, from England, whither he had 
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been for afew months on Icave, after having 
passed many years of his life in unwenried ex- 
ertions for the benefit and Amprovemout of the 
unfortunate natives of that country. Ife em- 
barked on board his majesty’s ship tho Iphi- 
genia, Commodore Sir Robert Mendas, on the 
11th of March, 1822, and sniled for the Gold 
Coast to take posscssion of the forts which had 
been recently transferred from the Afiican 
Company to government. 

On the morning of the 27th of March he 
landed from the Iphigenia at Dixcove, whore 
he was received by a numefous body of the 
inhabitants, who, as soon as the proclamation 
was read and explained to them, expressed 
their joy and satisfaction by loud and ropeated 
acclamations. [is excellency then returned 
to the frigate, and reached Capo Coast Roads 
on the next morning, and on landing was 
received by thousands of the natives who were 
anxious to witness the change of government 
so long expected. On the 29th, the now 
charter and proclamation were read, tho ships 
of war decorated with flags, and the guns of the 
Castle fired a royal salute, accompanied with 
great rejoicing among all classes of the people. 
On the morning of the 30th, his execllency yo- 
embarked and dropped down to Annamabocand 
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landed, but returned in the evening to proceed 
to Accra, whore he arrived oif the 2nd of April 
and remained ull the 11th, when he embarkgd 
and returned to Cape Const Castle. ¢ 

Sir Charles was highly delighted with the 
beautiful appearance of the country, but. his 
siny on the Gold Coast was short, his presence 
being required at Sierra Leone. Since his ar- 
rival nothing had been heard from Coomassio : 
the Ashantees still carried on their trade to 
Elmina, Annamaboe, and Accra; but to Capo 
Const they had not traded for a considerable 
period, owing to’ the following circumstances : 
the king of Ashantee, at the head ofa powerful 
amy, having subdued Bentooko, a country 
towards the interior of Ashantee, and killed the 
king, sont to Capo Const to announce tho 
pyent, and to ask for presents of powder, rum, 
and cloth, to assist him in making a aplendid 
entry into his capital of Coomassic. This was 
supposed to bo an artifice on his part, to en- 
dcavour lo discover how the Capo Coast peaple 
were aflected towards him, and whether they 
wore attached to his cause, the Lantecs 
having, on apportioning to Lhe difforent towns 
tho sums which were required to make up a 
demand upon them by the king of Ashanteo, 
included Cape Coast, but the people there re- 

Ba : 
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fused to contribute any thing whatever Lowards 
the setilement of the claim, and made it appear, 
af,a public mecting held inethe hall of the Cas- 
tle, that* their connection with tho Fantees 
never authorized such a demand, which they 
stated, if submitted to on this occasion, would 
subject them to a similar imposition, should any 
future claim be made on tho Fantecs. This 
decision, with many additions, was reported 
to the king of Ashantee. 

The Cape Coast people being aware that the 
king of Ashantee could not without sufficient 
grounds make a direct demand upon them, yet 
seeing that it would he an unwise policy to 
refuse his request, sent him a present of fifty 
ounces of gold. Not long after this a similar 
message from the king was sent to the people 
of Commenda, where was an abandoned Enps 
lish fort; the messengers called at Capo Coast 
on their way to that place, and mado'known 
their mission in the public hall: they stated 
that they were sent by the king, to the Com- 
mendas, to communicate to thom his great 
success in the late campaign, and as the king 
was about entering his capital, he required 
from them for that occasion cloth, powder, 
and rum, to the amount of one hundred ounces 
of gold (400/.) The extreme poverty of these 
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people was represented to the messengers, and 
they were told that there was no likelihood of 
their obtaining any,thing from the Commendas, 
that would be acceptable to the kingy for that 
they had not as yet been able to discharge the 
debt of seventy ounces of gold duc to the 
Capo Coast people, who had advanced that 
sum, to cnable them to settle a former demand 
of the king, The messengers however pro- 
ceeded to Commenda, where they were met 
by the inhabitants of that placo outside of the 
town, but the nature of their message was so 
irritating, that*the people refused to allow 
them to enter it, declaring they would rather 
perish than submit to such oppression, 

The Ashantce messengers returned to Cape 
Gonst, and one of thom was dispatched to 
srolate the result of their visit to the king; the 
principal observing that insulted as he had 
beon, «ho could not think of returning to 
Coomassigo. Tho king returned for answer, 
that ifthe Cape Coast people did not give him 
immediate satisfaction for the insult offered to 
him by the Commendas, whom he denominated 
tpeir dependants, he could not but look to them 
forrvedress, and would send down an amy to 
dostroy their town, The governor replied that 
the Capo Coast people lad net been guilty of 

b3 
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any offence against the king of Ashantce, that 
they were by no*means accessary to the con- 
duct of the Commendas, gor ought they to 
siffer fow their act of delinquency; and he 
added, that if the king commenced hostilities 
against the Cape Coast people, he should con- 
sider him as an enemy, and would afford them 
all the protection in his power, 

On the 6th of January, 1820, a nephow of 
the king of Ashantee arrived with a numerous 
retinue for the purpose of negotiating the diffe- 
rence with the people of Commendwand Cape 
Coast. After recapitulating tlic particulars al- 
ready mentioned, he proceeded to demand on 
the part of the king from the Capo Coast peo- 
ple sixteen hundred ounces of gold, on the plea 
that they abetted the Commendas in their in- 
solent conduct to his messengers, also the sum, 
of sixteen hundred ounces, in consequence of 
the governor having broken the treaty, as 
they said, by not procuring tho king satis. 
faction from the Commendas and Capo Const 
people. The Ashantecs were asked in reply, 
whether they had ever heard of any sum 
having been paid for the purchase of a peago 
by the governor of the Coast to any king of 
Ashantee, or to any other native of Africa, 
This question being answered in the negative, 
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they were then informed that this was not the 
time 10 make any such concession; and if they 
porsisted in their insulting demands, the svoner 
they returned to Goomassio the botter ; tnt 
however anxious tho government might be Lo 
continue friends with the king of Ashantce, 
such terms could not for a moment be admitted, 
adding that the king of ingland had sent Mr. 
Dupuis out for the purpose of visiting the king 
of Ashanteo, and that he had been detained at 
Cape Coast a considerablo time on recount of 
the existing differences, but that ho was ready 
to proceed on the faith of the weaty made with 
Mr. Bowditch, conceiving it still to be in fall 
foree. The Ashantece chicf and his attendants, 
together with the Cape Coast chiefs, assom- 
bled a second time in the hall, but nothing 
dosisive look place; the Ashanteos however, 

“urged their claim on the Castlo with less confi- 
donee, It is slated by Mr. Dupuis in his work, 
that the king pave up his claim, when his 
majesty saw him at Coomassio.* 


* © JT want the pooplo to serve mo, und sorvo white 
mon, [Liv trno T fold the governor he must pry ne 
fold, hut now T soe your faco tam willing (o relingnish 
that. Capo Conal, howover, must give mo gold, for 
they are iy people, and if they will he insolent | muxt 
punish thent; for naless 1 do so, all these eountrios 
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The Cape Coast people having been enabled 
in June, by the assistance which was offered to 
thom by the Castle, to make their final pay~ 
ment 1o the king of Ashantéo, it was expected 
that his chief would have taken his departuro 
for Coomassie. He however, still continued al 
Cape Coast, stating as his motive that he had 
received further orders from the king to exa- 
mine into the grounds of a difference between 
the Cape Coast people and the Fantces, which 
was this, one of the principal caboceers of Fanteo 
named Paintry, had been placed at Donquah, 
(a Fantec town,) by the king of Ashantec as a 
reward for the part he had taken in the king's 
war with that tribe, and actuated by the refu- 
sal of the Cape Coast natives to contribute 
fifty ounces of gold as their sharo of tho sum 
demanded from the Fantees, at the conclusion 
of the war, a matter in which the Cape Coast” 
people had no concern, Paintry sent an armed 


will laugh, and say what kind of king is this? Tho go- 
vernor knows I am right, for ho now sends word tho 
people are unable to pay sixtoon hundred ounces, and 
that if T will abate something it will bo paid, © What 
Ttoll you,’ added tho king, noticing my surpriso, ‘4s 
very true; here is the mBsEEn Or pointing to the man 
who brought the mossago up.”—Dupuis’ Journal of a 
Residence in Ashantee, p. 144, 
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force, and destroyed a village belonging to a 
native of Cape Coast named Tando, and carried 
off the groater number of the peoplo who re- 
sided there, The person who headod the batly 
came to Capo Coast about nine months after- 
wards, when Tando managed to secure him, 
together with several of his attendants, and to 
sutiate his revenge, destroyed himself with 
gunpowder with tho man and many others who 
wero in the house at the same time. This the 
Ashantee chief was directed by the king to de- 
cide; and to domand a fino of ono hundred pe- 
riguins of gold*(10002.) from the party he ad- 
judged to be wrong: the Ashantec chief, in 
order to carry the orders he had received into 
effect, required tho appearance of Paintry (the 
Fantee caboceer already alluded to) at Capo 
Coast, which he declined complying with, but 
came to Mooric, about four miles to lecward 
of Cape Const, 

These events oceurred in the beginning of 
April, 1821, and on the 9th of the samo month 
intelligence was received at Cape Coast, thata 
black man belonging to that place had been 
gruclly murdered al Mooric, Tho troops of 
the Castle were in consequence immediately 
assembled and marched to Moorie, where they 
found about two thoasand men assembled, 
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and saw the mangled remains of the victim. 
As soon as the trgops entered the town, a fire 
was opened upon them; buh the Fantecs, who 
hal assembled to assist the Ashantces in thoir 
demand on the Capo Coast people, retired as 
the troops advanced and returned the fire, As 
soon as the Ashantoes, who had taken up their 
quarters in the vicinity of Cape Const, heard 
that the governor had sent an armed force 
against the people assembled at Mooric, thoy 
hastened after them, and finding the Fantees 
had given way, rallied thom and took up a 
position, with an apparent dvtermination to 
oppose the troops returning to Capo Coast, 
The governor being informed of this, assembled 
ali the force he could collect, which was 
between three and four thousand men, of the 
adjoining townand adjacent dependant villages, , 
headed by some of tho company’s officers and 
carrying the British flag ; but the Fantees and 
Ashantees retired upon their approach, 

They had fifty killed, among whom was 
Paintry the chief, whose body was brought to 
Cape Coast and buried westward, outside of the 
Castle, close to the walls of the ramparts whoxoe 
the flag-staff stands: some time afterwards it 
was disintcrred and allowed 10 be taken to his 
own country. The loss on the part of our 
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troops was only two killed, and a few slightly 
wounded, Trade with the Ashanteos was now 
totally stopped, and it was not thought safe to 
vonture beyond tho hounds of Cape Goast, th- 
less in large partios. A short time aftor mes- 
sengors arrived at Capo Coast from the king of 
Ashanteo, who stated that his majesty had heard 
that Paintry had been killed, and that ho was 
directed tu enquire of the governor, why this 
had been done without his being acquainted 
with it, and that they had brought tho book of 
treatios, that the governor might look al them: 
tho mossengers’boing askod for what purpose, 
replied because the king said the governor had 
broken tho law. The whole of tho cireum- 
stances were however explained to the messon- 
gors for the satisfaction of the king, and in con- 
_ clusion he was plainly told, that the govorn- 
mont of Capo Const acknowledged no right 
on tho part of the king of Ashantco Lo interpose 
in any mattor which occurred within tho juris- 
diction of the fort. 

On the 2tst of Augusta party of Ashantecs 
urived at Capo Const with a message to the 
governor, stating that @ misrepresentation of 
tho affair at Moorie had been made to the 
king, and that his majesty was so. satisfied 
with the true account of the particulars: given 
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to his messengers, that he dropped the affair 
entirely, and hadegiven orders that every ob- 
struction to the direct communication of the 
Aghantecy with Cape Coast should be imme- 
diately removed, When however Sir Charles 
Mac Carthy assumed the government of tho 
Gold Coast, the Ashantee tradc had not revived 
at Cape Coast: the king, at the commencement 
of the differences, had strictly forbidden his 
subjects to traffic with any people of that place. 
Though they frequently walk that road in their 
way to Elmina, our merchants werg not able 
to remove the injunction against them, Some 
Ashantees came to Cape Coast in January, 
previous to Sir Charles’s arrival, with an inso- 
lent message to Mr. Smith the late governor, 
and required him to swear on whiteman’s book 
(the bible) and also the people of Cape Coast, , 
that they were tho good fricnds of the king. 
They were sent back to Coomassio, on Sir 
Charles’s arrival, but they did not return, nor 
did he ever receive any message from them. 
The natives of Cape Coast had, during 
these disputes, built a mud wall loop-holed 
from the sea beach on the right of the town, 
across the hills to the sea beach on the Ieft; 
inclosing within it the town; and the African 
Company’s government had hastily erected a 
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martello tower of mud and clay, on a hill in 
the immediate vicinity, to ‘fortify which Sir 
George Collicr lanslod some guns from his nya 
jesty’s ship Tartar, 

Such was the state of affairs on tho Gold 
Coast when Sir Charles Mac Carthy, agrecably 
to instructions from his majesty, took upon 
himself the government of that part of the coast. 
To sailed for Sierra Leone about the 12th of 
May, leaving particular instructions to culti- 
vato and cherish a good understanding with 
all the natives around, to fulfil tho treatics by 
the duc payment of customs, and to impross 
on their minds that Great Britain had no other 
object but to encourage their commerce and 
industry. Sir Charlos, with the impression 
that he should at his next visit find the conntry 

ein the full enjoyment of peace, was with the 
most bitter feelings ofdisappointinent informad 
in Novomber following, that tho chiof of tho 
Ashantcos, after receiving by his messengers 
the usual presents, had, in breach of the trea- 
tics entered into with Mr, Bowdich, and aftor- 
wards with My, Dupuis, and in dellanee of the 
established usages ofthe country during peace, 
without any application whatever to Major 
Chisholm, the commandant of the Gold Coast, 
employed his agents to kidnap a mulatto man, 
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(a serjeant in the royal African colonial corps) 
who was on duty Qt Annamahoo; the unforta- 
nate man was carried a prisoner to Donqual 
in the Fafitee country, fifteen miles at the back 
of Annamaboe fort, and there detained in irons. 
This atrocious violation of the oxisting Lreatics 
was said to have been occasioned by a disputo 
which had taken place between an Ashanico 
trader, and the serjeant inside of Annamaboc 
fort in the month of May preceding, This 
affair had becn inquired into at the time by tho 
officer commanding tho fort, and a-justice of 
the peace, when it was satisfactorily proved 
that the Ashantee began the altercation by 
cursing the serjeant’s master, who had retorted 
in similar expressions and turned tho Ashanteo 
out of the fort. From the timo of Sir Charles Mac 
Carthy’s return to the Gold Const from Sierra 
Leone in the carly part of Decembor, 1822, 
until February 1828, it was daily reported and 
circulated by the Ashantee caboccers al Dun- 
quah and the Fantees, that their king (Osni 
Tootoo Quamina,) disapproved of the procced- 
ings of his agents, and had ordered magsen- 
gers to send down the serjeant, and as no pre- 
ecdent of a similar outrage was known, that 
was generally credited 
On the 2nd of February, it was ascertained 
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that a son of the lato king had boon sent down 
by Osai from Coomassie, with ono of his oxe- 
cutioners, to put the sexjeant to death, and to 
sond the jaw-bone, skull, and one of the anhs 
of the victim to him. This murdor was com- 
mitted on the Ist of February. Tis oxcellency 
now considered it to be his duty to punish the 
perpetrators of such an atrocious act, and not 
wishing to involyo the innocent with the puilly 
(the Fantees, who from the weaknoss or treach- 
ery of their chiefs had ceased to have a will of 
thoir owm,) postponed assembling a force to 
attack those Ashantees who had been promi- 
nent in the perpetration of the erime; in the 
mean time he proceeded to Annamahoe to ar- 
range matters for chastising the murderors, and 
he went by a now road which had been formed. 
by subseription during his absence through the 
country. (Jo and his suito were conveyed in 
emtriages drawn by natives, six to cach yehiclo, 
which accommodated two persons; tho enrri- 
ages were drawn by these men at the rate of 
six miles an hour, which, considering the 
unfinished state of the road, was astonish- 
jag, and the more so, as they were not 
al all fatiguod on their arrival al Amamaboe. 
Neither horses, donkeys, nor mules, thrive on 
the Gold Coast, Theso animals have frequently 
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been brought there from other parts of the 
Coast, but always dicd in a short time aflor 
being landed. At Accra, whero the ships of 
the squadron are chiefly supplicd with live 
stock, consisting of a small breod of cows and 
bullocks, with shcep and turkeys, obtained 
near the river Volta, they answer much better 
than at any other of the European possessions 
of the Gold Coast; and horses have been known 
to live there for several years. The manner in 
which the Europeans travel in the vicinity of 
the forts where the road will allow of it, and 
they possess the means, is that which has been 
just described, and ‘whore the paths are nar- 
row, they are carried in what is called a ham- 
mock, which is a piece of board about two fect 
in length, and half as broad, having two holos at 
each end fastened to a bamboo pole, vory tight 
but strong, leaving sufficient room between, to 
enable the traveller who sits sideways on the 
board, with his feet resting on a smaller board 
below, dependant from the other, leaning his 
chest against the pole, and resting his arms on 
it, which is carried alternately on tho shoulders 
and heads of two men. The native chiefs travel 
in this manner, and also in baskets mado like 
a child’s cradle, in which they can recline at 
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(ull length, or sit wp, the basket is also carricd 
on the heads of men. 

His excellency’s. reception by the natives 
was extremely: flattering, and on his leavinty 
Annanabos on the 10th, the young and old of 
both soxes followed him a great distance from 
the town, evincing the warmest regard and 
attachment to him and the British government : 
a great number of the inhabitants accompanied 
his “oxcelloncy as far as Ackertaccuah River, 
half way, where he halted, and the natives of 
the country prompted by curiosity hastened to 
the spot; nearly’a hundred people from Cape 
Coast wore also assembled there to offer him 
their servicos as an honorary escort to Cape 
Coust Castle; the inhabitants of the villages 
shewed their hospitality by bringing large 
quantities of palm wine; cach party of the na- 
tivos was headed by a chief who individually 
insisted on swearing mutual friendship and sup- 
port on his excellency’s sword, after the custom. 
of theiy countrics, [lis exeellency then moved 
on for Cape Coast Castle, where hearrived about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, On his entrance 
indo the own, the people had collected in vast 
numbers; the streets and hills were crowded: 
hy all classes, and cheering, shouting, firing 
c 
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of muskets, beating of drums, and tho sound- 
ing of horns, manifested tho sincority of their 
attachment to his persons and their devotion 
to the ikterest and wolfare of the governmont. 
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CHAP. 1. 


Adookoo tha King returns home—-The Expedition 
against the Ashantees defeated—Mr. Dupuis ap- 
pointed Consul to Commassie, to negotiate a Peace 
—Sir Oharles Mao Carthy sails for Accra—Death 
of Dr. Nicoll—the King of Ashantee threatens to 
drive the English into the Sea—Skirmish between 
the Ashankees and the People of Accra—Sir Charles 
Mao Carthy sailsfor the Colony of Bathurst—Pros- 
perous Stale of this Colony—Major Rickelis and 
Lioulenant Austin ascend the Fouricaria River — 
Captain Laing advances against the Ashantees— 
Skirmish with and Retreat of the Enemy—Major 
Chishola forms a Camp at D'louqual, 


Ly was ascortainod on the 21st that Adockoo 
the king, and tho principal chicfs of tho Tan- 
tues, with their attendants, had returned from 
Donquah to their homes, and that the Ashan 
tee prince and a few of his captains who wore 
present at the murder of the serjeant, with 
their followors, amounting to two or threo 
hundred only, remained at Donguah, No time 
was lost in forming on oxpedition, and without 
any provious notice being given to the repu- 

o 2 
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lars, the natives of the town of Cape Coast, 
and the volunteers who were called into tho 
Fastle to receive their ammunition at G o'clock, 
were all on the march before seven in the 
evening, 

From the treachery, however, or imbecility 
of the guides, the troops which ought to have 
reached Donquah, twenty miles from Cape 
Coast, at four o’clock the next morning, lost. 
the right road, and, after excessive fatigue, 
and want of cvery sort of provisions, were 
suddenly attacked under a heavy fire by a nu- 
merous force of Ashantees and Fantecs, am- 
bushed ina thick covered wood, on both sides 
ofa very narrow rugged path; but the advanced 
guard, consisting ofa few men of the second 
West India regiment, under the command of 
Captain Laing, royal African corps, and Ene 
sign Wethercll, of the second’ West India rogi- 
ment, returned the fire and moved onward, 
but finding that they had been led into a differ- 
ent direction from Donquah, it was conceived 
advisable that the expedition should fall back 
on Annamaboc, In this affair thore wore six men 
killed ; one officer, Lieutenant Swanzy, to¥al 
African corps, thirty-cight men wounded, 
and four missing. Scarcely had the Ashantcos 
murdered the serjeant, when they mustered 
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sevoral Fantee caboccers to go to Annamaboo 
and Capo Coast, to dosire the natives living 
there undor tho protection of the forts, to tako 
fotish, to be true to their chief, allading to 
ihe king of Ashantce, but which they rejected, 
After the engagement at Donquah, some men 
of importance from the Fantees went to Anna- 
maboe on the same business. It appears that 
his majosty’s governmont, anxious to keep open 
the intercourse which had been made with the 
Ashanteos by Mr, Bowdich, appointed Mr. 
Dupuis consul to Coomassic, who proceeded 
to the Ashantec tapital in February, 1820, and 
in his treaty with his sable majesty, sanctioned 
the claims of Osai Tootoo Quanina over the 
liberty of the whole Vantec nation, which 
country is as extensive and as populous as that 
of Ashanteo; ho also inserted in tho supplo- 
montary articles of the treaty, that “itis horehy 
expressly stipulated, that the natives of Cape 
Coast Town being subjects to the king of Ashan- 
tec, are excluded from participating in the be- 
nefils of either of the treaties, as the king is 
resolved to eradicate from his dominions the 
sacds of disobedience and insubordination.’* 


* Originally this monarolt intended to have written 
a letter to the king ef Englund, containing sentimonts 
o8 
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The natives of Cape Coast were never con- 
quered by the Aghantces: they have enjoyed 
freedom under the protection of the British 
fide for early two centurics, although in some 
instances they havo been permitted or advised 
to make free gifts to the king of Ashantoo, who 
demanded, in 1820, sixteen hundred ounces of 
gold dust from the Castle, and as much from 
the inhabitants; to the first a refusal was given ; 
on the second demand on the people, whosa 
inability to pay such a finc being fully known 
to the governor and council of the African com- 
pany, they lent them two hundred ounces, well 
knowing the inconvenience that would result 
to them from a dispute with tho king of Ashan- 
tee, with whose power they were unable to 
contend ; and although they would have found 
protection within the range of the castle guns, 
yet in the event of a war, they must have wilh- 
drawn from the interior, abandoned their-village 


to this offect, but changing his intontion after tho go. 
neral troaty had been signed, ho dosired his ambassadors 
to explain his sentiments at tho British court as thoy 
are hore recorded, Tho propriety of writing them down 
in a treaty, ho affirmod was manifost, as tho govertfor 
and white men would know his immutablo policy, and tho 
publio sontiments of his captains—Dupuis’ Narrative 
of « Residence in Ashanteo, Appond, p oxniit. 
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and plantations, and become dependant on 
exlorior supplies for the ndcesgaries of life. 
On the 14th of April, his exeollency and suite 
embarked on board the Owen Glendowey, 
Commodore Sir Robert Mends, and the squa- 
dron sailed for Accra: although his exccllency 
sot off al an eartior how than ho intended, 
thore was a large assemblago of persons to pay 
a tribute of respect to an officer who had en- 
deared himself to every class of socicty ; the 
acclamations wero general, and expressed those 
sentiments that proceeded alono from sincere 
respect. In consequence of the Owon Glen- 
dower having lost all her topmasts on the 14th 
by a tornado, the strongest gust of wind evor 
remembered by the oldest inhabitants on this 
coast, the squadron did not arrive at Accra 
.tntil Wednosday, tho 16th, On his excel- 
loncy's landing, the inhabitants of the town of 
Danish, Dutch, and British Accra, which are 
close to exch other, ovineed great joy. The 
men kept up an incessant fire of musquetry, the 
females sang and swept the path before him, 
others sprinkled it with water. On the 26th, 
Dy. Nicoll, deputy inspector of hospitals, and 
in charge of tho civil and military medical de« 
partment on the western coast of Africa, de- 
parted this life on board his majesty’s ship 
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Cyrene; he had been dangerously ill a long 
time, and as it Was thought that a change of 
air, and a voyage at sea would afford him some 
bénefit, °he ombarked on the 14th at Cape 
Coast, on board the Cyrene, Captain Perey 
Grace, who, with his officers, paid him cvery 
mark of esteem and rogard, 10 which ho was 
so deservedly entitled, In him tho governor 
in chief, and all those who had the welfure of 
Africa at hoart, lost a friend. By his unwea~ 
ried exertions to promote the cause of huma- 
nity,’ by his unbounded liberality, and by tho 
goodness of his‘ heart, he contributed much to 
raise in the minds of the natives of Afriea, a 
high respect for a British officer. 

Tt appeared that the king of Ashantce had 
sent messengers to the governor of Elmina, 
thanking him for all favours, and saying that Go-. 
vernor MacCarthy was wrong in his palaver, and 
he advised that Cape Coast Castlo should ho 
enlarged, as he intendod to drive the English inte 
the sea; he also recommended that they should 
arm the fishes of the sea, for all would be of no 
avail against the army which he intended to 
bring against them, About the28th, his oxcel- 
lency left Accra for Cape Coast, where he arrived 
on the 8th of May. We was shortly after in- 
formed thata party of Ashantces had arrived at 
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Danish Accra to purchase gunpowder which 
had been prohibited some timé previous by the 
whole of the inhabitants. In consequence of 
this, a force consisting of part of tho garrison 
of the English fort, and a company of the mi- 
litia, proceeded to intoreept them on their re- 
tum to the interior, but the troops could not 
be rostrained, and having fired at a fow of the 
Ashantoes, who were in advance, the main 
body of thom ran back into the Danish town, 
On the morning of the 80th, another party of 
Ashantces arrived at Danish Accra for the like 
purpose, and thé inhabitants expressing dis- 
satisfnetion at the measure, the Ashanteos de- 
liberately shot at a mulatto man coming out of 
tho fort, and four other inhabitants who were 
unarmed: on this the whole of the town’s poo- 
«ple flew to arms, and killed fourteen Ashantces ; 
, some of them ran into the house of one of the 
tradorsy with whom thoy had been accustomed 
todeal, and othors scereted themselves amongst 
the bushes, oy among those whom they consi- 
dered to be their friends. A short time after, 
the Ashantees aliempting to make their escape, 
were attacked, when forty of them were killed, 
and a considerable booty fell into the hands of 
the Acerns. The menaces of the inhabitants of 
Danish Accra inducod Mr. Richter to apply to 
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the British for an escort to bring those who 
had fled into his ‘house, to the English fort for 
safety; but this request could not be complied 
with, waless application had boen made to 
higher authority, and Mr, Richtor was obliged 
at last to deliver them up to the people, who 
brought twenty-four Ashantees and five Fantca 
smugglers as prisoners to the English com- 
mandant, Captain Blencarne, of the royal Afvi- 
can corps, and requested that he would convoy 
them to Cape Coast.’ 

Sir Charles Mac Carthy having organized a 
militia at Cape Coast, Annamaboc, and Accra, 
composed ofthe most intelligent natives resid. 
ing in those towns, and being assured. of tho 
sincerity of the numerous native chicfs, includ. 
ing the Fantees who had arrived from different 
parts of the interior and along tho coast, and, 
who unanimously took the oath of allegianco to 
the British government; trusting to tho pro- 
fessions which had boen made to them for pro- 
tection, his exccllency sailed for tho Gambia 
on the 17th, of May, in the Cyreng, to inspect 
the settloment of Bathurst, established by him 
six years previously on the island of St, Maryis, 
which was then a barren spot, but his foster- 
ing and beneficent measures had in a short timo 
raised it beyond the most sanguine expectation 
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to an astonishing state of prosperity. Ata 
lato how on the 1tth of Juty, he landed at 
Sierra Leone, with the officers of his suite, 
Brigado Major Ricketts, and Ensign Wethorilh, 
2nd West India regiment, private secretary, 
from the Cyrene, having sailed from the Gam- 
bia in eight days. 

On his arrival he learnt that several of the 
native chiefs, both inland and near to the co- 
lony, were ab war, and that trade was con- 
sequenuy stopped. Le was also informed that 
Antorah, kipg of the Mandingo country, a pow- 
erful chief, had assembled a large force, and 
assisted by the Svolimas, a tribe some hun- 
dred miles in the interior, threatened to attack 
Dallah Mahamadoo, a chicf residing on tho 
Bullumshore, soven miles across from }'rectown 3 
being dosirous of proventing the approach of 
hostilities so near to the colony, as well ay of 
restoring trade, Sir Charles went himself in 
August, during the height of the rainy season, 
over to Dallah Mahamadoo, and having induced 
thal chiof to promise to be friendly with Amo- 
rah, should he be so inelined, sent Brigade- 
mgjor Ricketts and Liculenant Austin, I. N, 
afew days after to Amorah on the Fouricaria 
viver, one hundred miles distant from Sierra 
Loong They went in an open boat, aud were 
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two days anda night going up; their arrival 
was hailed by the people as the harbinger of 
peace and other blessings. Amorah was in 
gamp near Fanghia, but he returned to Touri- 
caria to receive them. He promised to fol- 
low the advice of the governor; and on the re- 
turn of the mission to Sierra Leone scvoral 
gold and other merchants came at tho same 
time in canoes from that country. The follow- 
ing anecdote is worthy of being inserted: on 
the mission taking their leavo of Amorah, 
he, after disclaiming in a violent manner any 
animosity against Sierra Leone, which he bad 
been accused of by his foes, said in broken Eng- 
lish, ** Dallah Moody bad man too much, he no 
king, he give mc bad names, he call himself 
Englishman, and he say me Spaniard, me Por- 
tuguese, tell Mac Carthy me governor liko 
him, me Englishman.” ‘ 
» Amorah is a very clever man: he, wriles 
Arabic well. The town of Fouricaria is ox~ 
tensive, and the houses neatly built; they 
appear like so many cottages at a good distance 
from each other. There wero soveral Arabic 
schools in the town, The banks of tho rivor 
are beautiful, and a good sized vessel can get 
up the river as far as king Amorah’s town. 
Torses with country-made saddles and bridles 
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wore always ready for the officars of the mis- 
sion, who rede about the country, which was 
beautiful and well cultivated with rico. The 
coffec tree grows wild hore. f 
The mission returned to Sierra Leone after 
an absence of seven days, Brigade-major Rick- 
etis having beon desirod by Sir Charles 
Mac Carthy to hasten his departure, as he 
only waited his return to proceed to the Gold 
Coast, having received information that threc 
thousand Ashantecs had shown thomselves in 
the Fanted country on tho 4th of Juno, and 
that Major Chisholm, who was in command 
thore, had on the 11th sent Captain Laing with 
a large foree of regulars, militia, and allies to 
meet thom; the report of the advance of this 
force under Captain Laing induced the Ashan- 
*tees to reeross the Bosempra and return to 
Coomassie, Tho attention of Captain Laing 
wns then directed to appease a chief of Adju- 
macon, being the only man of consequence in 
the Fantec country who had objected to take 
put against the Ashantees. Tho movement 
of Captain Taing’s force to Ahmein, the xresi- 
dence of the king of the Fantees, induced that 
chief to join him with twelve hundred armed 
men, The reason which provented Appea from 
joining before was ascertained to have been a 
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wish to learn the real intentions of the Eng- 
lish, and not from a desire to support the 
Ashantees. After his junction, Captain La- 
thg advanced to Adjumacon, Appea’s coun- 
iry, and made preparations to attack Quashic 
Ahmonquah, a Fantee chief who had taken 
part with the Ashantces, and who was watch- 
ing the actions of Appea: however Quashio 
Ahmonquah did not risk an cngagement, but 
fled to the banks of the Pra, where he remained 
for ashort time. Essecoomah, the capital of 
this chief, was destroyed by order’of Captain 
Laing, who after that event returned to Cape 
Coast Castle. 

About the 28th of July it was reported at 
Cape Coast that a body of Ashantocs had en- 
tered the Fantee country with orders from thoir 
king to fores their way to the Dutch scttle-: 
mént of Elmina: on recciving this information, 
Captain Laing was directod by Major Chisholm 
to march against them, it having been under- 
stood that they were approaching in the direc. 
tion of Donquah when the serjeant was killed, 
At this place the force under Captain Laing 
remained for some time, and on its being as- 
certained by scouts that thore was no proba- 
bility of ab immediate attack, Captain Laing 
was desired to leave his force at Donquah, and 
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to proceed to Elmina, where ho succceded in 
inducing the acting governor to promiso strict 
neutrality, and that if any parties of the Ash- 
antees should reach Elmina, he would turf 
them out of the town; and if they should not 
comply, tho inhabitants of that placo would 
compel them to quit it by force of arms, At 
day-light in the morning of the 13th of August 
Quashic Ahmonquah was attacked by Appea, 
who in this affair took cighty prisonors; ho 
had himself a narrow escape with about three 
hundred ofthis people. Captain Laing, who 
was now at Yancoomasic, on recciving this 
information dispatched a force to cut off his 
yotreat, On tho evening of the 18th Appea 
sont 2 mossengor express to Yancoomasic, 
stating that the Ashantees wore advancing in 
great force against him; upon which Captain 
Laing carly noxt morning marched to his as- 
sistaned with a detachment of the 2d West In. 
dia regiment, in company with the Annamaboo 
militia, anda party of the allies, who arrived 
at Adjumacon on the 20th, aftor a long and 
fatiguoing march, and noxt day proceeded for 
Evaccoomah, from which place Appea’s ad- 
vanced guard had becn driven back that mom- 
ing with tho loss of one captain and six mon 
killed, 
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The appearance of the troops caused ithe 
enemy to abandon the place in great disorder 
and without any resistance: they with their 
dccustomed cruelty magsacred the unfortunate 
prisoners who had fallen into thoir hands, 
whose bodies were found still recking from the 
knives of their murderers. , The near approach 
of night prevented the troops from pursuing 
them; and having halted until morning, they 
marched to the westward in search of the 
enemy, in which direction it was conceived 
they would fall in with them. The attack was 
planned in five divisions, and they came upon 
the camp unobserved, which was immediately 
deserted by the enemy, lcaving their dinners 
on the fire, their apparel, swords, knives, and 
among the rest some pillows .of the leaders, 
The native chiefs were unwilling to follow up 
the enemy, ‘from tho oxcessive fatigue they had 
undergone, or it is supposed groat advantages 
might have been the result, as Captain Tutch- 
inson, of the Annamaboo militia, had been 
stationed with the Braffoes and Accoomfeces, 
&c. at Monsue, where the retreat of the enemy 
might have been cut off, and forced to cress 
the Pra under a heavy fire. It was supposed 
this camp contained at least six thousand souls, 
but the natives said that the army, composed 
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of Ashantees, Assins, and Quashie Ahmonquah 
people, was far beyond that number. 

As tho force of the Ashantces had not been 
correctly ascertained, Captain Blencaine, of 
the royal African corps, was ordered by Ma- 
jor Chisholm from Accra with a reinforcement 
to assist Captain Laing’s division if required. 
Sixteen hundred men were ready immediately 
after the order was known; among’ the rest a 
company of the Danish Accras, accompanied 
by Mr. Richter, and Captain Bannerman, who 
commanded the militia, which were in a toler- 
able state of discipline. The Ashantces having 
retreated, Captain Laing returned with his 
forces to Monsuc, where Captains Mutchinson 
and Fraser of the militia had been left in com- 
mand of the main part of the Fantoo army. 
Another camp had been formed by order of 

» Major Chisholm at D'Jouqnah, distant inland 
from Capo Coast about cighteon miles to the 
north-west, composed ofa party of the regulars, 
Cope Coast militia, and some of the allied 
forces, under the command of Licutenant King, 
R. N. to prevent the Ashantees getting to 
Elina and being supplied with ammunition 
from thence. 


Dn 
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CHAP, II. 


Six Charles Mac Carthy returns to Cape Ooast Castle 
from Sierra Leone—~Arrival of a Messenger from 
the King of Adjumacon—Siy Charles Mac Carthy 
proceeds to Yancoomassie Camp—COheboo, King of 
the Fantees, put to:death—The Town of Donquah 
—Presentation of Colours to the Royal African 
Regiment—Menacing Movements of the Ashanteas— 
Active Preparations for Wart—Military Movement 
into the Warsaw Country—Army orosses the River 
Bosempra—Halt five Days at Assamacow—Sacri- 
fice of Virgins to the Fetish—Retreat of the War- 
saws and Dinkeras—Preparations for Battle—The 
Action—Defeat of the Allies—Capture and Mas- 
sacre of Sir Charles Mac Carihy—Cudjoe Chaboe, 
King of Dinkera—Brigade-major Rickelts' Retreat . 
by the River Pra. , 


Sin Charles Mac Carthy sailed from Sicrra 
Leone on the 28th of O¢tober, in the colonial 
schooner, and arrived at Cape Coast on the 
28th of November, having been thirty-gne 
days on his passage from calms. On his land- 
ing, every countenance, black as well as white, 
expressed that joy which can only bo compared 
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to that. produced in a family on the return of an 
afectionate parent, Soon aficr his excelloncy’s 
arrival, he visited tho eamp of D'Jouquah, then 
commanded by Lieutenant Mac Lean; of tha 
royal African colonial corps; and on his return 
proceeded, on the 16th of December, te Anna- 
maboe. On landing, the crowd of chichi, 
pynins, (a kind of magistrate among the na- 
tives,) men, women, and children, was innu- 
morable; tho air resounded with crics of 
“ Accoa ba L'woora 0!” moaning, how do you 
do master. IIis excclloncy, after a short visit 
to tho fort, inspdeted the militia. Tho parade 
here was also crowded by an immense popula- 
tion. After the inspection, the native chicls 
with their martial bands, armed followers, dig- 
nitarics, and favourite wives, passed in suc- 
cession before him, being seated under a noat 
bamboo hut erected on the ground for the occa- 
sion, surrounded by his suite, and the officers 
and gentlemen of Annunaboc. The several 
chiefs shook hands most cordially with the po- 
vernor, expressing in the strongest and most 
animated terms by words, counicnance, and 
gesture, their satisfaction at his return among 
them. As soon as they had resumed their 
seats around the parade, their several officers 
marshalled their men, whe went through the 
yp 2 
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evolutions and firings of a sham fight; chief 
after chief sent his mon, and various chicfs of 
towns situated at a small distance from Anna- 
enaboe, joined the meeting, their men taking a 
share in all the sports; the firings, &e. lasted 
for scveral hours; the reports of the muskets, 
the noise of the war drums and other instrn- 
ments, the cries of the warriors, and the re- 
joicings of the women, produced such a sin- 
gular effect, that it is impossible by words to 
depict an adequate idea of the scene. 

The arrival of a messenger from Appea, king 
of Adjumacon, announcing His intended visit 
to Annamaboe to pay his respects to his oxcel- 
lency, induced the governor to defor for ano- 
ther day his visit to the camp at Yancoomassie, 
in the Fantee country, which had also been 
formed in his abscnce by Captain Laing, undor, 
the directions of Major Chisholin, 

On the morning fixed for the grand entry of 
Appea into Annamaboe, the whole line of the 
beach between that place and Agah, (one milo 
in length,) was crowded with the carriers of 
his army. As the day advanecd, tho lino of 
dependants was succeeded by the armed mon 
of this chief; innumerable umbrellas of various 
colours could be distinguished, and their elit. 
tering swords, with gold hilts, had a very im- 
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posing appearance. About eleven o'clock, no- 
tice being given of Appea’s near approach, his 
excellency left the fort, and took his seat in tho 
bamboo hut before mentioned, every thing ins 
dicating the rapturous eestacy of the multitude ; 
as Appea advanced, a dead stillness prevailed, 
which was only broken by the sudden sounds 
of horns and drums, The procession, which 
entored the area in good order, had becn ar- 
ranged with groat taste, and the effect certainly 
exceeded expeetation, Tight large canopics 
attracted curiosity from their ingenious con- 
struction of clotll of various colours, some of 
them diversified with figures; also some large 
umbrellas, carried over the several captains, 
viding in their palanquins, or litters of various 
deseriptions, cach captain or commander boing 
surrounded by his own clan, Atlength Appea, 
of whom all had felt anxious to obtain a sight, 
appeared; he was carried by his own domes- 
ties, who, by every expression and attention, 
shewed their care of their master; he reclined 
on asatin cushion, with a handsome cloth of 
native manufacture, to cover his body if ro- 
yvired; his oceras, or confidential pages, pre- 
ceded his palanquin, carrying elephants tails, 
emblematic of his power, and ten gold hilted 
swords; his first wife and sister were close in 
bn 
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succession, followed by his bards, who sang 
his victories and great titles; his band fol- 
lowed playing their familiar airs, by which the 
«leeds of their great mon are recorded in the 
minds of the people. Ilis drums which played 
their part in the rehearsal of his power, wore 
covered with tartan plaid. 1o hide the skulls 
and jawbones of his conquered enemios, with 
which they were decorated according to the 
custom of the native chiefs on this part of the 
coast; he being fearful, from tho character he 
had heard of his excelloney, that they might 
give offence. As oach of the chioftains of Ap- 
pea drew near the bamboo hut, the captains 
alighted from their palanquins, and after mak- 
ing a low obeisanco to his excellency and un- 
covoring both shouldors according to the cus- 
tom of the country, they shook hands and en, 
deavoured to evince ovory demonstration of ra . 
spoct and affection: each paraded to tho spot 
allotted to him and his rotinue; the same form 
was followed by Appoa. The whole of the chief- 
tains surrounded by their countrymen and ad- 
heronts having taken their proper stations ac- 
cording to tho custom of their country, tho 
same compliment was obsorved by the cabo- 
ceers of Annamaboe. 

On the morning of the 20th of Decomber, 
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his oxcallency, without any of those who wore 
to accompany him, and without palanquin 
bearers, or any one but a native guide, pro- 
ceeded to Yancoomassic camp on foot, distant» 
about twenty-soven miles in tho interior of 
Annamaboo, and was soven milos off when his 
suite joined him, At the differont villages 
through which Sir Charles passed to the camp, 
he was recoived by the women and ohildron, 
who wore the only persons loft in thom, with 
every demonstration of joy and respect, tho 
men having. all joined the camp. They sang 
songs in his praiso, at the same time clapping 
their hands; some of the women offering him, 
and those who followed, palm wino and fruit, 
whilst othors swept tho stroct as ho passed 
through their respoctive villages. They had 
hover scon him before, but such famo had his 
goodness gained him, that he was looked upon 
As & supernatural being, which indeed his com- 
manding stature did not tond to diminish, 

On his oxcellency’s arrival at the camp, the 
native chiofs, ever ready to avail themselves of 
an opportunity to manifest their zeal, wont 
thyough their evolutions. Ilis exeelloncy was 
ploased with their attentions and expressed his 
wish to disponse with their firing; but Adoukoo, 
king of Fantec,senta polite message to him, say- 
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inghemust dohis duty whatever might happen, 
even if some one should be killed. The whole of 
the native chiefs who joined in the rear against 
ethe Ashantees were not satisfied until they had 
evinced their sincerity by swearing allegiance 
in their fashion, as follows: the person about 
to swear took a sword in his right hand, and 
with great animation whilst oxpressing his de- 
termination called heaven to witness that he 
would be faithful to the cause, continually 
pointing the sword upwards at tho governor's 
head, and flourishing it round his own, so near 
at times, that his excelloncy's eyes were fre- 
quently in imminent danger. They would also 
swear on the bible, (white man’s fetish as they 
termed it,) but before any of them would con- 
sent to join in the war against the Ashantees, 
Sir Charles was obliged to assure them, that 
he would never make poace with that tribo - 
without aequainting them with his intentions, 
and that their interest should ever be con- 
sidered. The rcason which they gave for mak- 
ing this stipulation was, that when, after a 
protracted defence, the Ashanteo army con- 
quered the Assin country north of the river 
Bosempra in 1807, the resistance made by these 
people so exasperated the king of Ashuntce, 
that he ordered oyery one who fell into his 
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ands to be put to death, ‘Those who could 
effect their escape sought sifety by flight to 
Hantec. These unfortunate people, driven to 
despair, arrived at Cape Coast expecting ta 
find protection, but on the contrary, the 
governor, Colonel Torrance, scized Cheboo 
their king, an old, infirm, and blind man, and 
delivered him overto the Ashantees, after they 
had arrived at Annamaboe, where he was put 
to death, with tho must oxcruciating torture. 
Those of his people who had remained at Cape 
Coast witha hope that the life of their king would 
satisly their cnomics, wore gricvously deceived, 
for they were driven out by force, and harassed 
by every means that could be devised, Those who 
were taken prisonors and brought in, lingered out 
a painful existence in the dungeons of the cas- 
le, many of them died, and the few that re- 
mained were brought to the hammer and sold 
as slaves to the best bidder, At Annamaboo, 
the treatment of the natives was equally dread- 
ful; even those who had found protection in 
the fort were claimed by Colonel Torrance, on 
the pretence that the king of Ashantee had 
made a present of them to him; and many of 
thom were actually sold, and put on board of 
slave vessels, others wore transported to Cape 
Coast, where such scones of human misery and 
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suffering presented themselves as are too shock~ 
ing for recital. 

At his excellency’s arrival at Yancoomassio 
camp, there were several Assin chiefs, allios 
of the Ashantees, who had been waiting his 
arrival; these cxpressed a, great desire to join 
him, and asked for fifteon daysto make arrange: 
ments. They begged that the governor would 
allow the Fantees to let them have a little salt, 
which wasgranted to the extentof half a tacoo, 
in value equal to three ponce half-penny, 
for this they were very thankful: on tho 21st 
his excellency visited Mac Carthy Camp, a 
mile in advance of Yancoomassie : the surround- 
ing country is beautiful, He called on his re- 
turn at Donquah, whore he wasshewnthehouse 
in which the unfortunate serjeant was kept a 
prisoner and the large tree under which ho was 
murdered, A child ten years of ago, the son 
of the chief Paintry (the person alludod to in 
the Moorie affair) of that villago was made a, 
principal actor in that horrid scene, and was 
afterwards at school at Annamaboo. 

The town of Donquah is very pretty; the 
main street is about sixty feet wide, witha 
row of trees in the centre, affording a beautiful 
shady canopy. The cross stroets branch off 
at vight angles. THis oxcollency walked tho 
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greator part of the way both going to and com- 
ing from Yancoomassic. Night approaching 
on his roturn, and the path boing very rugged 
and dangerous, he was preceded by natives. 
with flambeaux, the track being slippery, and 
from the quantity of rain that had fallen, 
they were sometimes up to their knees in 
water, and did not arrive at Annamaboo until 
clovon o'clock at night. The next morning 
carly, his excellency left that place for Capo 
Coast with the intention of procceding to Ac- 
cra, for theepurposo of viewing the camp which 
had becn formed*in his absence, under the or- 
dors of Captain Blencarne of the royal African 
corps. On the 25th he inspected his rogi- 
mont, the royal Aftican colonial corps; and 
aficr a suitable address on the ocension lo the 
.dauwopean soldiers who had lately joined tho 
regiment, on their duty as men and soldicrs, 
exhorted them to support the character and 
honour of their country, not by bravery alone, 
but by a sie adherence to justice and 
humanity, To the native African soldicrs ho 
expressed his satisfaction at their genoral 
good conduct, Tis execllency then presented 
to tho regiment a handsome pair of colours, 

Tn consequence of various accounts received 
through some of the native chicls, our allies, 
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respecting the ‘movements of the Ashantees, 
one of which was that they were rapidly ad- 
vancing to the coast in twelve divisions, his 
excellency altered his intention of going to 
Accra, and directed Captain Blencarne to 
move forwards towards them with his division, 
in order to threaten the Ashantces in that quar- 
ter. Captain Laing was at the samo time 
ordered to advanco with the Fanteo troops to 
the Assin country, with a view to make a di- 
version on that side ; he himself proceeding to 
D'Jouquah camp, cightecn miles* march, on 
the 29th, taking with him (with the exception 
ofa few men and an officer left in the Castle) 
the whole of the troops, consisting of the royal 
African colonial corps, a small detachment of 
the 2nd West India regiment, having marched 
onthe 27th, and the militia, under their re-- 
spective officers, on the 28th, for that place. 
It would be difficult to describe the feclings 
of the native population on the departure of 
these troops to wage war against the tyrant 
who had so long been the scourge of a consi- 
derable portion of western Africa. On his 
excellency’s reaching the camp, the troops, 
including the native allics, were drawn up 
ready to yeceive him, and the natives greeted 
him in a manner far beyond any thing that can 
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he conceived. Ie expressed great admiration 
and satisfaction at the appearance of so many 
fine men ready to avenge the murder of a Bri- 
tish serjcant, who had shewn the Ashantces a 
specimen of the British character in denying 
to his last moment that their king was his 
master. 

During Sir Charles Mac Carthy’s stay at 
D’Jouquah he was indefatigably cngaged, both 
morning and evening, in personally drilling the 
men to the buglo sounds and bush fighting. 
On the 4th of January a force of nearly two 
thousand men having been collected, a move-~ 
ment to Ampensasue, the head quarters of An- 
nimelle, the king of Warsaw, on the left bank of 
the river Bosempra was determined on, and 
Major Chisholm, who had been left at Cape 
Coast to make some necessary preparations, 
was ordered tojoin the army on thatday, The 
ditliculty of procuring provisions and shelter on 
the rout, rendored it necessary to advanec in 
small parties, which, together with the impos- 
sibility of obtaining carriers, retarded for some 
days tho departure of his execllency from the 
camp). 

On the 8th of January, information was re- 
ceived of the entrance of the enemy into West- 
ern Warsaw, and that the allied forces in that 
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direction were precipitately retreating before 
them; this information immediately decided 
the departure of his cxcellency for the right 
«bank of the river Pra, with such part of the 
forces that had not already marched for Am- 
pensasue, and lie directed Major-Chisholm to 
proceed to assume the command of the latter 
place, signifying it to be his intention to-send 
him instructions how to act, on ascertaining 
the state of affairs at Warsaw. Tho native 
chiefs at D’Jouguah, among whom were thoso 
of Cape Coast, on hearing of Sir Charlos Mac 
Carthy’s intention of proceeding himsolf farther 
into the country, entreated of him to return to 
Cape Coast, stating that they did not think it 
becoming in their governor to command in 
the field against the Ashantccs, unless headed 
by their king in person, 

It had been said that it was the intention of 
Sir Charles to proceed to Coomassie, hut the 
author does not think he was really serious, if 
he had ever entertained such anidea. It was 
evidently good policy in getting the surrounding 
tribes to join in repelling the enemy, otherwise 
they would have been forced to join the king, 
and those rosiding under our protection must 
have suffered, even if they had only their pro- 
vision-grounds, and villages destroyed, which 
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took place afterwards in the advance of the 
Ashantecs to Cape Coast, and thousands of 
unfortunate beings would have been shipped off 
into slavery, 

Sir Charles’s movement into tho anne 
country, was to encourage the natives by his 
own presence and example in defence of their 
wives, children, and property; for the natives 
at this time dreaded even the name of the 
Ashantces, from the cruclties and impositions 
practised on them by that tribe, 

His excellency, on the morning of tho 9th, 
proceeded on fircm D’Jouquah on foot for Ban- 
soo, a village seventeen milos from that place, 
Icaving a company of eighty men, natives of 
the Gold Coast, who had not long been enlisted 
for the royal African colonial corps, commandad 
by Ensign Erskine, threo companies of native 
militia, officered by the merchants of Capo Coast, 
consisting of one hundred and soventy men, 
who had not been long embodied, and about 
two hundred and forty unorganized natives, 
under thoir own captains, to follow him. The 
troops overtook Sir Charles half way, but the 
roads wore so bad, that thoy did not arrive at 
Bansoo until late in the evening, much fa- 
tigued. They remained at this village the 
whole of the noxt day, waiting for the native 
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foree to come up, but which did not join them 
until late in the day, 

On the next morning his excellency, with 
the whole of the troops and natives, moved on 
for Heman, a village on the banks of the river 
Boscempra, leaving Brigade-major Ricketts with 
the rear guard 10 sco covery thing forwarded: 
this he found great difficulty in accomplishing, 
as the carriers who brought the baggage from 
D’Jouquah camp had run away. Sir Charles 
would not consent to pay the natives the oxhor- 
bitant price they demanded as carriers, and 
they entertained an idea that (hey would he 
looked upon by their countrymen as cowards, 
if they had not a musket, and did not join their 
clan. It was, in consequence, frequently im- 
possible to procure carriers, and the brigade- 
major was obliged to impress women, as well as. 
men, into that service, and to force them along 
with the baggage; but who, on finding a fi- 
vourable opportunity, threw their loads into the 
woods, and disappeared. 

Of the morning of the 12th, his excellency, 
with the troops, marched for Doraboassie, 
another village seventeen miles lower down, on 
the banks of the Bosempra, The path was 
extremely bad, having to climh precipices, 


HR ASTIANTRE WAR, Ay 


and to pass through various swamps, frequently 
above the knee, and in consequence of which 
they did not arrive at Deraboassié until very 
late in the day, much fatigued; tho native 
foree, at the same time, kept a considerable 
distance in the rear. 

At seven o'clock in the morning of the 13th, 
tho troops commenced crossing the Bosempra 
in cight small canoes, which carriod but two 
men ata, time, besides the person who paddled, 
and as soon as the native cémpany of the royal 
African colénial corps had crossed the river, 
his oxcelloncy, who was one of the first that 
passed over, proceeded on with thei for Assa- 
macow, in the Warsaw country, distant about 
iwonty miles from tho iver, This march was 
worse than any they had hitherto experienced, 
and they could only reach a small village that 
night, called Guah, 

On ite next morning, the 14th, his excel- 
lency proceeded on with the men of the royal 
African corps, desiring the militia to follow. 
The whole body of troops arrived at Assama- 
cow at three o’clock in the afternoon, whage 
they halted and remained five days, waiting’ 
for the native force to come up. During this 
poriod, an Ashanteo girl and a lad arrived, 
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who had been téken prisoners at some placo 
near to Ashantee, and sent to Sir Charles, 
They stated, in reply 10 some questions that 
were put to them respecting the king, that 
when they left Coomassie, young virgins had 
been sacrificed on certain days in the week to 
the fetish for the recovery of his health, Tho 
town of Assamacow is delightfully situated, 
and the honses have nearly the appearance of 
those in an English village of the better class, 
They are neatly built in a superior stile, and 
that in which Sir Charles Mac Carthy was 
quartered, was ascended by a flight of twonty 
steps. The rooms are floored, and the win. 
dows have grcon jealousies; there was also a 
bedstead with curtains in his sleeping room. 
The houses are built of the samo materials as 
those at Cape Coast, viz. swish and thatched 
roof, Mr. Brandon, the ordnance storo« 
keeper, had arrived at this place a few days 
before by way of Sucodndee, which is situated 
on the sea coast, and whither he had gone by 
water with ammunition, which was much ve~ 
qitired, as the regulars and militia had only 
twenty rounds each, besides leaden slugs and 
loose powder, much of which had beon da. 
maged by the rain that had fallen on the march, 
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in crossing the river and vatious rivulets, to- 
gethor with the want of proper means of se- 
curity, 

During tho stay a Assamacow, Sir Charles 
was informed that the Warsaws and Din- 
keras were retreating before tho Ashantces, 
and were in want of provisions; he therefore, 
immediately on the arrival of the native fore, 
dispatched Mr. Williams, the colonial secre- 
tary and adjutant general of militias (who had 
been sent previously to Sir Charles’s departure 
from Cape Coast, to teport upott tho state of 
this part of the country, and who had returned 
to D’Jouquah camp before his exccllency 
marched from thence,) to assure the Dinkeras 
and Warsaws, that ho would in a few days 
join them, and that he oxpected the force una 
‘der Major Chisholm, consisting of all the Euto+ 
poans and most of the native men of the royal 
Aitican’corps, the detachment of tho 2nd West 
India regiment, and threo companics of the 
militia, besides numerous partics of tho allied 
forces, and which was, from tho description of 
men of which it was composed, the main body 
of the army, to form a junction with him, he 
having written on the 17th, urging that oflicer 
to join him without delay. Mx. Williams also 
received instructions to mark out a place for a 

£2 
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camp, and to cnlleavour to get the Warsaws 
and Dinkeras to remain there until Sir Charles 
should arrive; but Mr. Williams found them in 
full retreat, and it was with much difficulty that 
he prevailed upon them to halt upon the banks 
of a small river called Adoomansoo, tho spot 
which he had chosen for a camp. 

On the morning of the 19th, in consequence 
of information from My, Williams, his excel- 
lency dispatched Brigade-major Ricketts at a 
few moments notice with the regulars and imi- 
litia, to join him, desiring that a guard should 
be left for the ammunition, which would ba 
forwarded under the care of Mr. Brandon, in- 
tending himself to follow with the native forces. 
The cries of the immense number of women 
and children, who had thet together on tho 
march, was most distressing, and there were 
some poor old men among them who tattered 
along on crutches, . 

Early in the day of the 20th, Brigade-major 
Ricketts reached the river, twenty miles march 
from Assamacow, having been obliged to halt 
for the night in the woods oxposed to heavy 
rains, the mud in some places reaching tho 
troops above the middle of their bodies, 
Shortly after the brigade-major reached Mr. 
Williams with the troops, he was informed, 
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that none of the natives would clear the jungle 
for the camp. The chicls of the Warsaws and 
Dinkeras, on being told how necessary it was 
for a camp to be cleared, and that it ought to 
be begun immediately, promised to send peo- 
ple over to the opposite bank of the river, 
where it was supposed that the enemy would 
iake up their position, to cut the wood down; 
but not long after this, the Warsaws mustered, 
and were decamping with every thing in their 
possession, and said they were going to clear 
the wood qn the opposite bank of the river, the 
brigade-major stopped where they had to cross 
over, but at length it being plainly seen that 
their intention was to retreat, a strong guard 
of militia was posted to prevent them, until 
Sir Charlos Mac Carthy should arrive. Tho 
head men of the Warsaws wero then sent. for, 
and asked whether they intonded to fight? to 
which they replied in tho affirmative, At this 
moment an alarm was given that the Ashantees 
wero advancing, aud every onc took his station, 
where thoy remained for about five hours ex- 
posed to a most tremendous storm of vain, It 
having now become dark, and it being a strict 
rule with the Ashantecs never to fight at night, 
the troops wore called in, leaving sentries whero 
it was conceived necessary. Both officers and 
Eg 
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men slept this night without any covering, not 
having time to erect huts, and the mon being 
much fatigued. 

Immediately on the alarm being given, a 
messenger had been dispatched with tho infor- 
mation to his excellency, who was supposed 
to be at the time about five miles distant, who 
shortly returned with two letters, one ad~ 
dressed to the brigade-major, and the other to 
Mr. Williams, stating that Sir Charles did not 
believe it possible that the Ashaniecs could be 
so near, and attributed the alarm to a design 
of the natives to induce him {6 retreat, as some 
of their chiefs had, just before hé left Assama- 
cow, entredied him to recross the river Pra; 
hé also added that he was determined to see 
how the Ashantees liked our balls. 

On the next morning early, tho 21st, his 
excellency joined with about two hundred men 
from ‘Appea, chief of Adjumacon, which ho 
had sent as a body guard to Sir Charles, and 
forty natives of Cape Coast; the Commendas, 
amounting to scvoral hundred, having halted on 
the way: he was also accompanied by Quashie 
Yacow, chief of Assamacow, an infirm old man, 
who was carried in a basket, Sir Charles did 
this to induce Quashie Yacow’s pcople to fol- 
low him, they having shewn no inclination to 
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move forward. Ilis execllency was informed 
of the manner in which the Warsaws had be- 
havod, and after taking a littlo rest, (he being 
exceedingly fatigued, having come the whole 
distance from Assamacow on foot and having 
gone to reconnoitre the position that had been 
taken up) in the mean while ho sent for the 
chicfs of the Warsaws and Dinkeras, and on 
his return and whilst he was yet in conference 
with them, the alarm was given, and every 
person repaired to his station, Sir Charles still 
doubting that the Ashantees could havo ad- 
vanced so noar.‘ His body guard of their own 
accord took up their position on the extreme 
left; Sir Charles missing thom, sent repeatedly 
to desire they would come to him, but they 
positively refused, stating that thoy understood. 
bush fighting and had got a position which 
thoy liked. 

About two o'clock the onemy, who wore said 
to bo considorably moro than ton thousand men, 
instoad of boing divided, as it was reported, 
wero collected togother, armed with muskets, 
and having a large description of knives stuck 
in their girdles, they wore heard advancing 
through the woods with horns blowing and 
drums boating, and when they came within half 
a mile of our party they halted, when Sir 
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Charles ordered the band of the royal African 
cotps which had accompanied him, to play 
“ God save tho King,” and the bugles to sound, 
he having heard through some channel in which 
he placed confidence, thai the greater part of 
the Ashantecs only wanted an opportunity to 
céme over to him. The Ashantces played in 
return, which was altcrnatcly repeated se- 
veral times, and then a dead silence ensued, 
interrupted only by the fire of our mon at 
the enemy, who had by this lime lined the 
opposite bank of the river, which, was here 
about sixty feet wide ; having marched up in 
different divisions of Indian file through the 
woods with their horns, sounding the names or 
calls of their different chiefs: a black man who 
had been at Coomassie was able to name overy 
Ashantee chief with the army, by the sound of 
their respective horns. 

The action now commenced on both sides 
with determined vigour, and lasted till nearly 
dark. ‘It was reported about four o’clock that 
pur troops had expended all their ammunition, 
consisting of twenty rounds of ball cartridges, 
besides leaden slugs which were contained in 
small bags suspended by a sling round the 
men’s necks, and loose powder contained it 
small kegs, carried also by the men them- 
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sclves, application was made to Mr, Bran- 
don, who arrived in the middle of the action, 
for a fresh supply of ammunition, ho having re- 
ceived his excellency’s orders to have forty 
rounds of ball cartridges packed in kegs for each 
man ready to he issued. This was donc to 
lighten the men, who had to carry respectively 
their own provisions for many days, as well as 
to preserve the ammunition from being damaged 
by the swamps and rain; but Mr. Brandon 
said that it had not yet arrived, and that he 
had only q barrel of powder and one of ball 
with him, which were immediately issued. Lo 
had left Assamacow with about forty natives 
carrying ammunition and was in advance of 
thom when the engagement commenced. 

The carriers who wero natives of that and the 
adjoining countries, and who had been obtained 
at Assamacow more by persuasion than by any 
other means, soeing the Warsaws, their coun- 
trymen, making the best of their way from the 
battle, followed their example, nearly tho 
whole of the guard it is supposed shared tho 
same fate as most of their brethren the militia 
and soldiers: a corporal of tho militiaand one or 
two others, composing part of the escort, arrived 
at the placo of action shortly bofore its conclu- 
sion, and reported that the curriers had refused 
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to advance any fyrther with the amunition and 
that most of them had run away. On this cir- 
cumstance being reported to Sir Charles, ht 
desired to see Mr. Brandon, with whom he 
was exceedingly angry, and if he had not sud- 
denly disappeared eithor into the woods or to 
look after the ammunition, it is probable that if 
Sir Charles had had the means at the moment, 
he would have put his threat into execution of 
suspending him to a tree. 

The enemy perceiving that our fire had slack- 
ened, attempted to cross the river, which at 
this time had become fordable and succcoded. 
They had often attempted it when the river was 
swoln by the rains that had fallen, on treos 
which had been previously felled across to 
answer as bridges, but they were repulsed 
with great slaughter. Tho enemy had dis+ 
patched a considerable force to oncompass our 
flanks in order to prevent our retreat, and now 
rushed in all directions on our gallant little force, 
who still defended themselves with their bay- 
onets, until they wore completely overpaw- 
ered by their myriads, who instantly behcaded 
nearly every one of those who unfortunately 
fell into their remorseless hands. The Warsaws 
it appeared had left the field carly in tho action, 
His oxcellency, who had himself reccived se~ 
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veral wounds, thus porceiving every thing was 
lost on his sido, retired to where Cudjdc Cheboo, 
the king of Dinkera, surrounded by his people, 
wore bravely fighting. It is necessary to say 
something of this chiof, as ho will horoafter form 
a prominent character in this account of the 
Ashanteo war. The late king of Ashanice 
suspecting that the king of Dinkera, who 
was at the time at Coomassie, had some in- 
tention of joining in the war againsthim, had 
him in consequence imprisoned, and Cheboo 
having roccived secret information through 
somo female, thut it was the intentions of the 
chiefs to put him to death, he by bribery com 
municated these circumstances to the poople 
of his country, whose chiefs hastily assembled 
a strong party at Dinkera, and by concerted 
moasures approached Coomassie, whenco their 
king Cudjoo Choboo made his escape to them, 
aud although the Ashanteos, on the alarm bo- 
ing given, were alert in their endeavours to 
retake him, he escaped, and, on his arrival at 
Dinkera proclaimed war against Ashantee, 
IIo sent some Ashantcos who were then at 
Dinkere, working in tho gold mines, to tell the 
new king that his captains wero vory trust- 
worthy, as soma of them had allowed him to 
escape for gold: on this the whole of tho chiefs 
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of Ashanteo assembled, and after denying the 
accusation, unanimously swore on their most 
solemn oaths, which is by the head of their 
king, and Acromantio and Saturday,* that they 


* About the year 1718, tho then king of Dinkora 
(a young prince) sent some of his wives to compliment 
tho king of Ashantce on somo particular occasion, The 
king treated them kindly, and soma time after sont 
some of his wives to return the compliment to tho 
king of Dinkera and to assure him of his ostoem. ‘Thoy 
wero well received at Dinkera, It tho king taking a 
fancy to one of them, provailed on her to, comply with 
his wishes, sho departed afterwardo with tho rost for 
their country, Tho king of Ashnntee bocoming ac- 
quainted with what had taken plnce, assembled an army 
and engaged the Dinkeras, whom he defeated. ‘Tho 
Akims having aided the Dinkeras, tho Ashanteus on- 
tered the country, and the king on his way to join thom 
was suddenly attacked by a stronger party of tho onomy , 
than his oscort, as he was crossing the rivor Pra and wus 
killed, and nearly tho whole of his followers alarod the 
samo fate. Tho war in consequence broke out with 
greater fury, and a town called Acromantio, in whieh tho 
enemy had lodged the night provious to the attack, was 
burnt and totally destroyed and avery living creature 
found in it put to death, henoe tho exprossiona ‘ lore 
Aoromantio and Saturday,” (Acromantio Momindn) 
by which this calamity of Ashantoo is romombored anc 
which is prescribed by the laws as amost sacrod oath of 
that country. 
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would bring back to Coomassie the king of Din- 
kora or his head, should he even find protection 
within the walls of Capo Coast Castle, A 
large force being in consequence assembled, 
went in pursuit of him, who was joined by the 
king of Tucful, Awodsooco, as he passed 
dhrough that country for Warsaw, followed 
closely by the Ashantec army. 

Sir Charles, in joining the king of Dinkera, 
wished the men td be informed of his inten- 
tion to retreat, but neither bugles nor any 
other instruments were to be had to give the 
requisite signal, every man of tho African corps 
having joined his company in the action; and 
il was impossible, from the thick underwood 
where tho men were now overpowered by the 
enemy and dispersed, to see many yards arousid) 
and a few wounded men only were got toye- 
ther, A small brass field picee, which had 
arrived’ during the engagement, and flung down 
in haste, for it was still lashed with ropes to 
the poles on which it had been brought on 
men’s shoulders, was about this time unloosed 
and the muzzle raised, whilst Mr. De Graft, a 
man of colour, linguist at Cape Const and 
lieutenant in the militia, went round and ob- 
tained some powder from the king of Dinkcra, 
with which and some loose musket balls, that 
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had been loft in a*keg, it was loaded and fired 
in the direction of the cnemy, in hopes to im- 
pede, in some measure, their advance; but 
they immediately afterwards rushed forward, 
and killed and wounded two men of tho 2nd 
royal West India regimont, viz. the brigade- 
major’s and Sir Charles Mac Carthy’s orderlics, 
The brigade-major, who had beon wounded, 
finding that his excellency had left the king of 
Dinkera, followed in the direction which he 
understood he had taken, and shortly after ob« 
served him in a track in advance. ‘Tle recog- 
nized him by his feathers. Soon after some 
musquetry was fired in front, and there was a 
general rush back of those who were with him, 
after which no more was seen of him. Tho 
brigade-major, followed by some ofthe wounded 
and Mr. De Graft, entered the thickest part of : 
the wood, inclining towards the king of Din» 
kera, who still kept up a fire and rotreating at 
the samo time, A Warsaw man rushing by at 
this time, was fortunatoly seized by a militia 
serjeant who spoke the same language, and the 
man promised, if he was rewarded, that ha 
would guide them through the woods. A silvet! 
whistle and chain were then given to him by 
Mr. De Graft, on which he led the way, ond 
of the party holding him fast. Wo took them 
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first along side a stream of¢water, thon out, 
and along the banks for a short distance ; then 
in again and out on the other side, this he 
said was to conceal their track. The encmy 
at this time was close to them, scouring the 
woods, and they were obliged now and then 
to hide themsclves. 

It having at last become so dark that they 
could not sec one another, tho Warsaw man 
said that it was impossiblo to proceed until the 
moon arose; consequently they wore obliged 
to halt for several hours. The rojoicing of the 
Ashantees on their success, and their attempt 
to sound some of the instruments of the band 
which thoy had taken, was distinctly heard, 
not being distant half a mile. About midnight 
the moon appeared, and the Warsaw man com- 
-monced cutting in that direction, the othors 
following him; and when it began to descend, 
ho halted, and said he could not proceed, un- 
til the sun arose, when he renewed his labour 
and continued until three o’clock in the after- 
noon, at which time they got into a track 
leading to Assamacow ; and after prococding 
a considerable distance, a party of the enemy 
was observed near to thom; they tharoforo re- 
traced their steps, till observing a small track 


64 . NARRATIVE OF 


to their right, wich they took, the Warsaw 
man having decamped. This path led ‘them 
into another, along which thoy had gone but a 
short way, when they met with about fifty 
Warsaws, who reported that there were Ash- 
antees a little farther on. Upon being asked 
where they were going, they replied in scarch 
of their familics, whom the encmy had taken 
from their villages. Captain Ricketts then 
requested that he and his companions in arms 
might be allowed to accompany them, as it 
appeared that they intended to prodecd in the 
direction where the division of the army under 
Major Chisholm would most probably be found, 
This proposal having been consented to, under 
a. promise of reward, and it being near dark, 
the whole filed into the woods, and got on a 
smal} island surrounded with a swamp, in the 
srossing of which Captain Ricketts unfortu- 
nately lost his shocs. About one o’clock. thera 
was an alarm of the enomy having discovered 
them, butit turned out to be only two stragglors 
of the Ashantees, who perceiving a light, were 
induced to approach, thinking they might bo 
some of theix own people. They were imme- 
diately seized, and they insisted for a long 
time that they wero Dinkoras, but a few of 
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that Vibe happening to be with the Warsaws, 
they without hesitation pronounced them to he 
Ashantees ; on which every knife was drawn, 
and after getting from these two unfortunate 
persons all the information they could give, 
they immediately cut their throats. They then 
sounded their horns, and proceeded by another 
dircetion to the river Pra, About six o'clock 
they fell in with a party of the onemy, and a 
kind of running fight cnsued, and many of 
them were killed. Tho Warsaws recovered 
several of their wives and many of their chil- 
dren were found in the woods, some of the 
young infants in a dying state, and others with 
their brains dashed out, the Ashantees havitg 
obliged the women to throw away their chil- 
dren in order to cnablo them to carry their 
plunder, At last the whole party arrived at 
a deserted village on the banks of tho Pra, 
where they were obliged to halt for tho night, 
there being only a small broken canoe, that 
could scarecly swim, with which to cross the 
river, 

Next morning at day light, after tho women 
had passed over, Captain Ricketts followed, 
but on being landed on the opposite side, he 
was so much exhausted that he could not 
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move. Not Idéng after, two Huropenn sol- 
dics of the African corps having made their 
appearance, Captain Ricketts asked thom if 
they knew him? to which they answered in 
the negative; but on telling them who he 
was, they, afler looking for some timo with 
astonishment, recognized him, and took him 
Up and carried him alternately on their backs 
to a small croom a fow miles off, from whence 
they had come, and where they had left the 
remainder of the troops which had been sent 
in advanee by Major Chisholm tor preparo the 
natives to join him as he camo along. Those 
poor fellows did all in their power to make 
Captain Ricketts comfortable; and having 
acquainted him that Major Chisholm was on 
the march to join Sir Charles Mac Carthy, 
ho expressed a wish to sco him as soon as 
possible: the soldiers therefore constructed 
a kind of basket, in which they plated him, 
and having by force obtained a guide to shew 
the nearest way, took him up on their heads 
and proceeded; but after going somo dlis- 
tance, through jungles and treas, the branches 
of which wore at times obliged to be cut to 
allow the basket on tho men’s heads to pass, 
the guide said he could not find the path ; they 
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therefore returned to the evoom with him, 
when he dispatched some of the black soldiers 
in another direction to meot Major Chisholin, 
who not long after arrived on tho other side of 
the river, and who hearing of the captain’s 
state, sent him clothes and provisions, follow- 
ing himself soon after. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Major Chisholm retreats upon Cape Coust Castle— 
Death of Captain L'Estrange from fatigue~Halt 
of the Troops—Captain Laing reaches Cape Coast 
with the Army—Preparations to repel the Enemy 
—Major Chisholn and Captain Laing form «a 
Function—Atlack upon Dutch Sucoondee—The 
Town burnt—The Troops are re-embarked—Inacti- 
vity of the Ashantee Army—Caplain Ricketts lakes 
charge of the Army—Military Station on the Banks 
of the Pra—Captain Blencarne arrives at Heman. 


Tr appeared that Major Chisholm had not 
received Sir Charles Mac Carthy’s letter of tha 
17th until the 22nd, and that another written, 
by Sir Charles on tho 2ist, camo to hand two 
hours before the former. It contained most 
pressing orders for Major Chisholm to join with 
his division immediately. The letter of the 17th 
had been unfortunately entrusted io a man un- 
acquainted with the country, and was thus 
delayed three days. From this circumstance, 
and the urgent nature of the commands to join, 
and Major Chisholm fearing his consoquent 
non-arrival according to his excclleney’s most 
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reasonable expectations world seriously de- 
range his plans, proceeded by a shorter but 
unfrequented bad path, and having to cross 
the river Pra, at the distance of five miles 
from Ampensasue, on the 23rd, the whole day 
was consumed in passing his party over in a 
small canoe, and he was therefore under the 
necessity of halting for the night at a village on 
the opposite bank of the river, where he first 
reccived information of an engagement having 
taken place, but could not learn the result. 
On tho 24th, Major Chisholm had advanced 
twenty-one miles, when he received informa- 
tion that Brigade-major Ricketts was lying 
wounded at an adjacent village, Major Chis- 
holm had almost daily correspondence with 
Sir Charles Mac Carthy, from the timo of his 
leaving D’Jouquah on the 9th, until the 16th, 
but the contents wore chiefly comments upon 
the advance of his division, and tho foclings 
of our allies towards us in the country recently 
passed through, Major Chisholm having as- 
certained the disastrous issuc of the action of 
the 21st, and that his party was inadequate to 
cope with the immonse force of tho cnemy, and 
.also that it was impossible to afford any assist- 
ance to the party of Sir Charles Mac Carthy 
from their complete dispersion, and being ap- 
¥ 8 
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prehensive that ‘the Ashantecs, fluslicd with 
their recent victory, would advance upon Cape 
Coast by rapid marches, he detormined upon 
retiring thither. 

They yemained at this village until next 
morning, as all the mon had not crossed tho 
river till late in the evening, being obliged to 
construct rafts of any thing that could be pro- 
cured, <A great quantity of arms and ammuni- 
tion were lost in the river, from the frail mato- 
rials of which the rafts wero composed. 

On the 26th, Major Chisholm proceaded with 
his party to Cape Coast; Captain Ricketts bo- 
ing carried in a basket on the hoads of some of 
the native soldiers, having a man in front with 
a cutlass to cut the wild vines and branches of 
trees; and the wounded men, blacks, were as- 
sisted along by their comrades, Not moro than’ 
an hour after the march had begun, Captain * 
L’Estrange, of the royal African corps, who had 
gone in advance with his company, died from 
excessive fatigue. The troops halted for the 
night at a deserted village, and moved forward 
at day-light for Affettuc, where they arrived 
at one o’clock in the day; and after alittle rost, 
proceeded on for Cape Coast, which place they. 
reached late in the evening. Captain Laing, 
who, agreeably to hig instructions, had ad- 
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yaneed about thirty miles from Yancoomassic 
towards the Assin country, had arrived at Cape 
Coast with a considerable portion of his divi- 
sion, being the most numerous party of our 
forces, consisting of Fantees, afew regulars of 
the Annamaboe militia, and of some unorga- 
nized natives of the town, he having received 
from the officer in temporary command at Cape 
Coast, intelligence of the result of the action 
of the 21st, which he obtained from some of 
the wounded who had found their way to En- 
glish Sucoondce, and were afterwards con- 
veyed to Cape Coast in canoes, and in the co- 
lonial schooner. Every exertion was made to 
assemble a forco sufficient to oppose the ad- 
vaneo of the enemy, but the effect which Sir 
Charles Mac Carthy’s unfortunato action pro- 
duced on some of the native allies was so great, 
that they mado many excuses to avoid taking 
the fiold with the fow remaining troops, as they 
expocicd an attack upon their own country, 
and said they could not leave their wives and 
children unprotected, Towever, Captain La- 
ing, on tho Sth of February, marched from 
Capo Coast for D'Jouquah with a detachment 
of the royal African corps, followed by a small 
party of tho Annamabocs and Fantees, in all 
about four hundred men. 
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On the 14th of February a force of about one 
thousand men having been collected, Major 
Chisholm ordered Captain Laing to move from 
D'Jouquah with his force to Commenda, where 
the major joined on the 16th, having dotermin- 
ed to chastise the natives of Dutch Sucoondce 
for an insult to Captain Woolcomb commanding 
his majesty's ship the Owen Glendower, and 
two of his officers on the 26th of January. These 
officers had gone on shore for the purpose of 
viewing the place, and in the expectation of 
having some account of the action, ‘which they 
understood had taken place, ‘whon they were 
assailed by a Jarge party ofthe natives, who pur- 
sued them with drawn knives to their boats, 
The captain immediately went on board and 
returned with a party of marines, thinking that 
by alarming them, they might be deterred from 
offering such insulis in future, but was much 
surprized to find his landing opposed by a large 
armed force; he nevertherless disembarked, 
and proceeded towards the town, amidst a dis- 
charge of musketry from the natives, which 
was returned with ample interest by tho gal- 
lant marines, Captain Woolcomb attempted to 
set fire to the town, but without effect, from 
the dampness of the thatch. In this skirmish 
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two marines and a Kooman were killed and se- 
yeral wounded, 

Major Chisholm was further influenced to 
punish the natives of this once extensive town 
for acts of hostilities commitied by them upon 
our poor wounded fellows who found their way 
to the water side after the sanguinary battle of 
the 21st of January; accordingly at day light 
on Monday morning the 16th of February, the 
embarkation of tho combined troops com- 
menced on board the Owen Glendower, and 
the Sierra Leone packet, which was completed 
at sun-set, when his majosty’s ship Bann hove 
in sight, and both vessels, with the packet, 
commenced beating to windward. Itwas hopod 
that the expedition would have reached Su- 
coondce that night, when the disembarkation 
might havo taken place immediately, and pro- 
bably a body of the Ashanteos would have heen 
captured ; but the vessols, owing to strong 
winds and currents, did not reach their dosti- 
nation until threo o’clock on Tucsday afternoon, 
when, ona disombarkation taking place, the 
whole of the inhabitants, together with a party 
of about four hundred Ashantecs, fled from 
the town, which was instantly sot on fire ; by 
cight o’clock the town was completely ruined, 
and cvery valuable, as well as rum, powder, 
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and stores of covery description, cither burnt 
or blown up. 

The troops re-ombarked on the sameday, and 
early the next morning the boats of his majesty’s 
ship Owen Glendower, Bann, and Swinger, 
went up along the shore, skirmishing with tho 
natives, and on their return the ships proceeded 
to Cape Coast, where they arrived in the even- 
ing, leaving his majesty’s brig Swinger off 
Commenda. The Ashantecs, notwithstanding 
their loss in the action of the 21st of January, 
which from corresponding accounts must have 
amounted to several thousands, and whose 
army was now ascertained to be fifteen thou- 
sand strong, had ever since continued station- 
ary at Assamacow. It being rumoured that they 
were making preparations for advancing on the 
Ist of March, anda force not exceeding six 
thousand muskets having been collected, the 
Accra militia, under Captains THansdén and 
Bannerman marched with other natives of 
British Accra, It was not considered pru- 
dont to hazard a general engagement, but to 
take up a position on the banks of the river 
Bosempra, in ‘order to dispute the passage 
with the enemy. Captain Laing was entrusted 
with the command of this foree; but after ro- 
siding a few days with them at Commenda, he 
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returned to Cape Coast unwell, and proceeded 
shortly alter to England, taking with him the 
official dispatches, 

Captain Ricketts, who was now scarcely 
able to move, having been dangerously ill of 
a fever and dysentery ever since his return to 
‘Cape Coast, was directed to proceed to the 
banks of the Pra, and take charge of the army, 
until Captain Blencame, who had been ordered. 
up from Accra, should arrive. On Captain 
Ricketts’ arrival at Commenda, conceiving 
that the Ashantees would probably cross at 
that part of the river which runs close to Cha- 
ma, a Dutch settlement, he ordered such of 
the forces as had not yet proceeded to Dera- 
bonssie, Homan, and other villages along the 
banks of the Pra, to march for the mouth of 
‘that river, whero they encamped. When the 
troops were drawn up in line, they mado a for- 
midablé appearance, and could be distinctly 
secn by the enemy from Dutch Sucoondee, 
whero many of them were stationed. The 
Accra chiefs sent over some of their fetish men, 
whom they thought would be safe as belonging 
to the samo fetish as the king of Ashantee, but 
they wore beheaded immediately, Frequent 
skixmishing occurred between these troops and 
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parties of the ontmy across the river at this 
place, 

After Captain Ricketts had been hero for 
some time, the native chicfs stationed in the 
villages along the banks of tho Pra, sent to 
inform him that provisions were becoming very 
scarce, and they wished to cross the river and 
attack the enemy. The whole of the forces at 
this time had increased to nearly eight thou- 
sand men, They were told in reply, that the 
object was not to attack the enemy, but to 
prevent them from crossing the river; however 
they did not approve of this proposal, stating 
that the people wore impatient for action, and 
would lose their courage if they waited much 
longer. The chiefs were then informed that 
as soon as carriers for the ammunition could 
be procured, the troops would join them 3 but 
every endeavour to procure carriers failed, 
The native chiefs were then informed “that if 
they did not furnish carriers for the ammuni- 
tion, the troops could not join them, which 
after long palavers they reluctantly consented 
to. Captain Blencarne having joined, Captain 
Ricketts, received instructions from Major 
Chisholm, who was dangerously ill, to return 
to Cape Coast, as his services wero required 
there; he accordingly delivered the command 
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, over to Captain Blencarne on tlre 10th of March, 
and repaired to Cape Coast, where, in consc- 
quence of the protracted indisposition of Major 
Ohistiolm, the discharge of the public duties 
of this critical period devolycd upon him; and 
Major Chisholm, in his dispatch to the Colonial 
Office dated the 16th of March, 1824, was 
pleased to express himself in the following 
terms: ‘In transmitting a copy of a report of 
the particulars of the action of the 21st of Ja- 
nuary, made to me by Captain Ricketts of the 
2nd West India regiment and brigade-major to 
tho forces, I deem it an act of justice to that 
officer to state that tho late Sir Charles Mac 
Carthy entertained a very high opinion of his 
zeal and merits, and that he had it in con- 
templation to bring his services to tho favour- 
able notico of his lordship; and also for the 
period of two years Captain Ricketts served 
under nie at the time when commanding tho 
2nd West India rogimont, in the capacity of 
adjutant and captain, I have pleasure in stat- 
ing that I had every reason to be satisfied with 
his conduct; my protracted illness having in- 
capacitated me from attending to tho public 
duties, the charge in a groat measure fell upon 
him as second in command, of which he ac- 
quitted himself entirely to my satisfaction.” 
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Captain Blerearne, after much diMeulty, 
having succeeded in getting the native chiels 
to furnish carricrs for the ammunition, loft 
Chama camp carly in tho morning of the 12th 
to join the allied chiefs, Cudjos Cheboo, Ap- 
pea, &c. at Kemim, where he arrived at four 
o'clock in the afternoon, Great etiquette was 
observed in tho entré of the Accra chiefs on 
the following day into the town, 
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CIIAP. V. 


The Ashantees invite a Conference—Terms proposed— 
Mr. Williams released from Captivity—Particu- 
lars of the Death of General Mac Carthy—Mr. 
Jones sacrificed to the Fetish—Oficers killed in the 
Batile near Assamacow—The Fantees prepare to 
Altaok the Ashantees—The Allies recross the River 
— Loss of Lives and of Amnunition—The Army re- 
turns to Cape Goast-—Advance of the Ashantees— 
The King of Dinkera takes up'a Military Position ~ 
Death of Appea, King of the Adjumacon Country— 
Retreat of the Army from Affeltue—The Army 
again advances against the Enemy—Preparations 
for a general Engagement, 


Anour tho 14th of March Govornor Last, of 
his Netherland majosty’s sottlements, who had 
latcly arrived from Elolland, wrote to inform 
Major Chisholm that somo messengers had ar- 
rived at Elmina from the Ashantees, and that 
they wished a British officer to he present ata 
conference. The brigade-major accordingly 
wont up and the Ashantce messongers with their 
resident ambassadors at Elmina, Achampong, 
and the principal natives of that place : having 
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assembled in the Castle, Governor Last desired 
them to state their business; accordingly they 
declared, that the king of Ashantee had not 
sent his army to fight with the white men, but 
to bring to him Cudjoe Cheboo, king of Dinkera, 
Awoosooco, chief of Tueful, and Annimelli, 
king of Western Warsaw, who had made war 
against him their sovereign; that if these three 
men were delivered up, the Ashanteo army 
would immediately return home; but that they 
had orders from the king to take Cudjoe Cheboo 
in particular, although he should be locked up 
in Cape Coast Castle. They’ moreover posi- 
tively denied that the king of Ashantee gave 
orders to kill the sorjeant, and said that tho 
Fantees perpetrated that atrocious act of their 
own accord. Captain Ricketts told them that 
it was not the wish of the king of England to 
mako war with any of the natives of Africa, but 
on the contrary to befriend thom, atid as a 
proof, pointed out the abolition of the slave 
trade; he added also that if the Ashantees 
were inclined to make peace, it could be effected 
at Elmina, provided proper persons were sent 
by them for that purpose. The Ashantee mes- 
sengers then said they could do nothing in tho 
business themselves, but would communicate 
what had becn said to the chief of the army, 
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- and requested that orders might be given to our 
troops not 10 attack the Ashantecs ; they pro- 
mising in the name of their army, that they 
would also remain quict until some of their 
head men should arrive at Elmina for the pur- 
pose of ondeavouring to make peace; orders 
were accordingly given to our troops to that 
effect on the 16th. 

Governor Last having understood that My, 
Williams, the colonial secretary, who had been 
taken prisoner by the Ashantees, was. still 
alive in their camp, desired the messengers 
to intimato to the chief of the army, that if he 
was regarded asa friend, they would best ovince 
their sincerity by releasing Mr. Williams: he 
therofore sent them back in a canoe, with a 
trusty man and with some considerable presents 
for the Ashantecs, via Chama. The messen- 
gors before loaving Elmina requested Mr. Last 
to obtain a letter to Lieutenant Scott, of the 
Swinger, at anchor off Commenda, not to mo- 
lost any canoe going or coming from Chama, 
declaring that ifthe man of war attempted. to 
stopany of those who might be bringing Mr. Wil- 
liams to Elmina, they would immediately cut 
his throat, About a week after, Mr. Williams 
was brought and delivered to the governor, 
after being first Ied through the town in a 

G 


82 NARRATIVE OF 


state of nudity, with his hands tied hehind; and - 
in giving him over to Mx. Last, they stipulated 
that he should not be allowed to go to Cape 
Coast or to any other place oxecpt Wolland. 
With respect to the message concerning peace, 
they stated that the chicfs who had been ap- 
pointed to meet at Elmina to negotiate, did not 
like to come by water, as they would be soa 
sick, but ifour army should be withdrawn from 
the banks of the Pra, they would proceed by 
land; but this proposal not being acceded to, 
hostilitics recommenced. 7 7 
Itappeared by Mr. Williams's statement, that 
he left the field of action in company with Sir 
Charles Mac Carthy, Myr. Buckle, and ensign 
Wetherell, and, after proceeding a short dis~ 
tance along the track to Assamacow, they wore 
suddenly attacked by a part of the enemy, who- 
fired and broke ono of Sir Charles's arms; and 
thathoimmodiately afterreccived another wound 
in the chest and fell. They then romoved him 
under a tree, where all remained awaiting their 
fate, which they perceived to be inevitable. 
Immediately after, Mr, Williams recciveda ball 
in his thigh, whichrendered him senseless ; pre-~ 
vious however to his falling he saw Ensign 
Wetherell, who appeared also to have been 
wounded, lying close to Sir Charles, cutting 
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with his sword at the enemy, as they were tear- 
ing the clothes off his friend and patron, Mr. 
Williams, upon recovering his senses, perecived 
that some Ashantces were attompting to cut off 
his head and had already inflicted one gash on 
the back of his neck; luckily however, at this 
crisis an Ashantec of authority came up, and 
recognizing Mr. Williams, from whom he had 
received some kindness in the African com- 
pany’s time, withheld the hand of the savage: 
on Mr, Williams’s recovering his senses, he saw 
the hcadlegs trunks of Sir Charles Mac Carthy, 
Mr. Bucklo, and Ensign Wethercll. Ile was 
then taken prisoner and marched to Assa- 
macow, whore the Ashantee army was cn- 
camped, 

During his captivity‘he was lodged under a 
thatched shed in the day time, and locked up 
at night in tho same room with the hoads of 
Sir Charles, Mr. Bucklo, and Ensign Wether- 
ell, which, owing to some peculiar process, 
wore in a perfect slate of presorvation. Sir 
Charles Mac Carthy’s presented nearly the 
same appearance as when ho was alive. Mr. 
Williams was only allowed for his daily food 
during his cruel confincment, as much snail soup 
in the morning and cvening as could be con- 
tained in the palm of his hand, Whonever they 
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behoaded any oftheir prisoners, they obliged 
Mr. Williams to sit on one sido of the largo 
war dram, while they decapitated the unfor- 
tunato captive on the other. It was said that 
Mr. Jonos, a merchant and captain of the mi- 
litia, fell into their hands alive, and because ho 
had yeecived five wounds, he was sacrificed 
to the fetish. It seems that every person, 
whether Ashantce or prisoner, who may be so 
unlucky as to receive that number of wounds 
in onc action, is considered as belonging to the 
fetish, It was also reported that Mr. Raydon, 
captain in the Capo Coast militia, was taken pri- 
soner; that he was deprived of his clothes, and 
because he could not keep pace with thom, 
they put him to death. It was tho intention 
of the Ashantees to have sent Mr, Williams to 
Coomassic ; but ho not being able to walk 
that distance, the ball still remaining in his 
thigh, choy endeavoured to extract it by tying 
the thigh tight with strings, both abovo and 
below the part where it was lodged, so as to 
force it out. Mr, Williams declared that the 
pain was most excruciating ; but not succcad. 
ing, he had reason to be apprehensive that they 
intended to put him to death, when ihe wel- 
come intelligence of their intention 40 send him 
to Elmina was made known to him, after a cap- 
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tivity of two months. IIe feported that the 
discipline of the Ashantec army, and tho re- 
gularity with which the different duties were 
conducted, astonished him, and he added that 
the Ashantces estimated their loss in the action 
of the 21st of January to have heen very great. 
The following are the names of tho officers 
killed and wounded on tho side of the British, 
in the battle ncar Assamacow. 


KILLED. 

Brigadier-goneral Sir C, Mao Carthy, governor. 
Ensign Wethoroll,, ‘ 

Q . ropiment, 
Dr. Tedlio, surgeon, 2nd West India regiment 
J.S. Bucklo, Esq., colonial engincer, 
Captain Teddlo, 
Captain Jones, 
Captain Raydon, 
Captain Robertson, 
Mr. Brandon, ordnance-keoper. 


Morehanta. 


WOUNDED. 

Captain Rickotts, 2nd Wost India regiment, major of 
brignde to the forces, 

fusign Uvskino, royal African colonial corps. 

J.'T. Williams, I'sq., colonial secretary and adjutant 
general to the militia, (taken prisoner.) 


About ninety of the soldicrs and militia were 
wounded, many of whom subsequently died at 
Cape Coast from the hardships and privations 
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which they had"endured, and about one hun- 
dred and seventy-seven were killed, taken pri 
soners, or lost in the woods. 

It having been crroncously reported to the 
allied chicfs that the English intended 10 give 
up Cheboo, and the other two chiefs before 
mentioned, to the Ashantces, in order to ob- 
tain peace, and the same having been appa- 
rently confirmed to them by Captain Blencarne 
having told them, (after he had given direc- 
tions for the whole army to cross the Pya in 
order to attack the Ashantees, which they were 
making preparations for the next day,) that 
he had received instructions not to fire on the 
enemy until further orders, they immediately 
determined upon attacking the Ashantccs them~- 
selves, and with that view, notwithstanding 
the endeavours of Captain Blencarno to cis- 
suade them, they crossed the river on the 
morning of the 24th of March, about seven 
thousand strong, leaving him with the rogulars, 
militia, and a party of Accras before-men- 
tioned, in all six handred men, and commenced 
cutting paths towards the enemy’s camp, Ma- 
jor Chisholm learning the mistake under which 
the allics laboured, sent Captain Hutchinson, 
of the Annamaboe militia, who volunteered his 
services, and to whom much eredit is due for 
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his zeal in the public sorvice gn every occasion, 
to undcecive them, by assuring them that the 
English would never consent to make peace on 
conditions of giving up those chiefs. Captain 
Tlutchinson found the allies cutting their way 
towards the enemy, who it appeared were ig- 
norant of their procecdings. Te afterwards 
visited Captain Blencarne, who, with his 
force, had gone to the assistance of Licutenant 
Mac Carthy, of the 2nd West India regiment, 
who had been sent to Deraboassic to observe 
the motions of the enemy, and who reported 
that the Ashanéces appeared in great force on 
the opposite bank of the river, and were c¢n- 
deavouring to cross over. 

Skirmishes across the Pra between our troops 
aud the enemy, occurred daily. One morning 
ay Mnsign Erskine, of the royal African colo- 
nial corps, was silling in a hut near the bank 
of the river, a ball from the enemy pierced the 
hat, and lodged in his thigh, which disabled 
him. The cnemy got possession of all the am- 
munition, which, on account of the good ac- 
commodation it afforded, had been left at As- 
samacow, and burnt that village on leaving it, 
Bight days had now clapsed since the allies 
first commenced eulting paths to the Ashantee 
camp, situated half way between Assamacow 
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and the river Pra, and they having acquainted 
Captain Blencarne that they had got near 
cnough to the enemy, whom they intended to 
attack next day, that officer made arrangements 
for crossing over with his party to engage thoir 
yight flank, as soon as he should hear the firing 
commence. But after the allics had been nine 
days thus occupicd, and enduring many pri- 
vations, the chiefs of the right informed those 
on the left, composed principally of Warsaws, 
that they wore ready to attack the cnemy 
next day, when their courage failing.them, be- 
ing near the river, they crossed it at night, 
followed by the others. There being no other 
mode of conveyance, they swam over, sup- 
porting their firelocks on plantain stalks and 
branches of trees, atid thereby lost two thou- 
sand stand of arms, with nearly all their ammu- 
nition, and several of the men themsclyes were 
drowned. - 

The attention of the Ashantec army was now 
aroused by the noise made by the allios, who 
as they landed, dispersed in various directions, 
and made their way home, being nearly ex- 
hausted by hunger. Captain Blencarne find- 
ing himself thus left with only the regulars and 
militia, who were in as bad a condition as the 
allies, and in readiness to cross the river, pave 
orders on the morning of the 2nd of April, for 
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his party to return by way of.Affetine to Cape 
Coast, and some of them retired on Com- 
menda fort, from whence they were convey- 
ed in his majesty’s brig Swinger, and the 
Siorra Leone packet, to Cape Coast. The 
embarkation took place in great haste, as it 
was said that the enemy was rapidly advancing 
on Commenda, 

The enemy did nol march 10 Commenda im- 
mediately after this, but occupied the camp on 
the banks of the Pra which our forces had 
quitted. During the nine days that the allies 
wore cutting their way to the enemy, the 
few officers who were with Captain Blen- 
carne visited daily the different out-posts 
along the banks of the river. — Licutcnant 
Mends, of the royal African corps, being the 
only officer present capable of fatigue, this ar- 
duous duty almost solely devolved upon him, 
and in-the performance of it, he had frequent 
skirmishes with tho cnemy’s foraging parties 
across the river. Many Warsaw women, who 
had been captured by the onemy, daily made 
their escape, and swam across the Pra to the 
woops: their appearance from cruel treatment 
and starvation, was truly wretched. On Cap- 
tain Blencarne’s way to Cape Coast, he fell in 
with tho king of Dinkera at Bansvo, and on- 
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dcavoured to persuade that chicfio accompany 
him 10 Cape Coast, but without effect, until 
he had satisfied him that the English would 
never deliver him or any of his family to the 
king of Ashantce. The king of Dinkera’s dis- 
trust of the British arose from the cruel act of 
delivering over tho old chief of Assin, Cudjoc 
Cheboo, to the Ashantecs. 

On the [Oth, Major Chisholm again ordered 
Captain Blencarne out with his troops to form 
a camp at Affettuc, twelve miles from Cape 
Coast. IIc was followed by theking of Dinkera, 
and Appea, with their people,” who, at the re- 
quest of Captain Blencarne, took up a position 
near a village called Dompin, twelve miles in 
advance, and close to a stream of water from 
which the enemy obtained their supply. Cud- 
joe Cheboo having been joined by Appea and | 
the other natives, determined on preventing the 
enemy from procuring water from this+broak, 
and fired at several of them, Somo of tho 
Ashanices soon afler called out that they 
would soon seo who was master; accordingly, 
on the morning of the 25th of April, the enemy 
approached and attacked the allies, who fought 
bravely for a considerable time, and imagined 
that they had the advantage, but it was onlya 
maneouyre of the Ashanices, whose ecnire had 
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retired a little in order to induce the allies to 
udyanee; upon which they wheoled upon their 
flanks to the right and tho Ieft; and such of 
the allies as escaped, sought safety by flight. 
Amongst these was Appea, who having been 
thus separated from his men, and not being 
heard of for several days after the others had 
reached the Cape, parties were sent out with 
bugles, and some of his own men with their 
horns, to sound in the direction it was presumed 
most likely for him to have sought safety, should 
ho have becn fortunate enough to escape the 
enomy. Afte? the lapse of many days, and 
when all hopes of him wore nearly abandoned, 
he was discovered in a most misorable and 
emaciated condition, crawling in the direction 
of the sound of one of the horns, Ile was 
brought to Cape Coast, where he died soon 
after of the small pox ; thus fell the chief of the 
Adjumtacon country, whose fidelity remained 
to the last, 

The troops of Affettue, on hearing the firing, 
marched to the assistance of the allics ; but on 
ascertaining that the onemy were cutting paths 
in every direction towards Affettue, and that 
the allies had been defeated and dispersed, 
they, under these circumstances, found it neces» 
Ary io fall back on Cape Coast. As the troops 
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and allios were lefving Affettuc in haste, at one 
end of the town, on their way to Cape Coast, 
tho enemy were entering it at the other, and 
nearly made Ensign Mac Kenzie and some of 
the European soldiors prisoners. ITowever, he 
escaped out of the window, and with some of 
his men, covered the retreat of tho troops, and 
killed several of the cnemy. 

Shortly after the troops were again ordered 
out, and directed to encamp at the government 
garden, five miles frgm Capo Coast, and about 
the same distance from Affettuc, where the 
enemy had fixed their quarters. After much 
difficulty in getting the natives to the camp, 4 
force of about six thousand men, including re- 
gulars and militia, was collected, and it boing 
reported that the king of Ashantee was rapidly 
advancing with ten thousand men to reinforce 
his army at Affettue, Major Chisholm ordered 
his men to cross the small river whicl rung 
close to the garden, and to commonce cutting 
paths to the enemy’s position, Several days 
elapsed before the allies had agreed who wore 
to take the right, which position the Fantecs 
insisted on occupying ; but the others, know- 
ing the cowardice of this tribe, and that the 
way to their country lay in that direction, ole 
jected in the strongest manner to this arrange- 
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ment, and wished the Fanteog to be placed on 
our left, as by this means they could not casily 
run away, haying the Elmina people (friends 
of the Ashantces) and the sca on their left: 
but tho Fantces would not yield, and at last 
succeeded in carrying their point by saying, 
that if they were not allowed to take the right, 
they would return home without fighting, 
This being settled, and the army told off in di- 
visions, each commenced cutting their own way 
to the enemy, now about four miles off, through 
the thick ptickly bushes. 

The disastrous result of the action of the 
Qist of January did not reach Sierra Leone 
until the 16th of April, in a letter from Brigade- 
major Ricketts, by his majesty’s ship Victor, 
Tho melancholy intelligonce of a beloved go- 
vernor, tho friond of mankind and the idol of 
evory loyal and grateful heart within the colony 
of Soma Loone, having fallen by the hands of 
savages, produced those feclings of sincere ro- 
egret in the minds of the inhabitants which can 
be batter conceived than described; as he 
possessed every quality calculated to secure 
the fidelity and atiachmont of all classes of 
people who had tho happiness to be placed 
under his government. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Lieulenant-Colonel Sutherland assumes the Command 
ofthe Gold Coast—Engagement with the Ashaus 
tees—The Allies disperse—Fidelity of the King of 
Dinkera—Death of the King of Ashantea—Acces- 
sion of his Brother, who takes Command of their Ar 
mies— Threatens to drive the English into the Sea— 
Advances with the whole of his Army—Preparations 
for the expected Atlack on the Lown—Melancholy 
Condition of the Population~—~The Enemy halts— 
Retires—The Town accidentally burnt—Sir John 
Phillimore arrives with Troops and Ammunition-— 
The Allies form a Junction—Preparations to attack 
the Enemy—Defout of the Ashantecs—Thoir Ma- 
neuores and Retreat— They suffer dreadfully by small 
Pow—Lieutenant-Colonel Grant assumes tha Com- 
mand—TheKnemy retreats towards Annamdtaen The 
Queen of Akim threatens to invade their Capital— 
Famine in Caps Coast Town—Arrival of Supplies— 
Death of the King of Dinkera’s Sister—Atlempt 
to Sacrifice her Servant—Mission of Major Ricketts 
and Ldeutenant W. C. Hutchinson to Eimina, 


On the 27th of April Licutcnant-colonel Su- 
therland sailed from Sicrra Leone with troops in 
his majesty’s ship Driver, Captain Bowen, hav- 
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‘ing a commission from the acting governor, Mv. 
IIamilton, to assume the civil government of 
the Gold Coast: he arrived at Cape Coast on 
the 18th of May, and on the 19th, proceeded 
with Major Chisholm to join the army, who 
were cutting paths to the enemy's encampment; 
but he not wishing to deprive Major Chisholm 
of the credit of the command in the action 
about to take place, returned to the Castle to 
hasten the preparations, and to forward tho 
necessary supplies. Eyery man whose health 
would permit was ordered to join the army, as 
the near approach of the king of Ashantce with 
a reinforcement rendered it desirable that the 
enemy at Affettue should be attacked if possible 
before a junction could he formed. 

On the 21st the castle and towers were gar- 

-risoned with marines from the squadron; and 

* Major Chisholm having, after great exertion 
and frtffue, succeceded in cutting paths to the 
cnemy’s position, the action commenced at 
one in the afternoon, They wero on a height 
concealed by thick woods; and had cleared 
all the bush wood or jungle in the direction in 
which our army were advancing, so that they 
had a full view of the men as they formed into 
line, after having marched in divisions of 
Tndian file through the paths, which thoy had 
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cut: the Ashanites could only be scen at inter- + 
vals, and when making attempts 1o tum our 
flanks; but finding themselves, after fighting 
bravely for five howrs, baflled at all points, they 
ceased firing and retired, as it was afterwards 
ascertained, with great loss; whilst that on 
our side was comparatively small. No officer 
was killed, and only one wounded, viz. Cap- 
tain Hutchinson, of the Annamaboo militia, 
who reccived a ball through both wrists, whilo 
in the act of encouraging his men. The king of 
Dinkera, who was on the Ieft flank, behaved 
with much gallantry, and foffowed the enemy 
into the town of Affettue. During the engage- 
ment he sent along the line a bowl containing 
six Ashantee heads, which was carricd on the 
head of one of his people, who ran with it to 
Major Chisholm by his chief's order, to show - 
what he was doing. The Fanices, three thou- 
sand strong, as if was expooted, rani!’ to 
their own country at the first volloy without 
firing a shot. 

Tt being now nearly dark, their troops hav- 
ing expended their ammunition, the carriers 
supposing that we were defeated from the 
Fantees running away, returned to Cape Coast 
with the supplies. The troopsand allics bo- 
ing much distressed for water, of which there 
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was none to be procured nearer than the go- 
vernment garden, retired to that place, intend- 
ing to renow the engagement on the noxt day. 
They accordingly moved forward in the morm- 
ing, and halicd ata short distance, in expec- 
tation of being followed by the auxiliary forces; 
but with the exception of the king of Dinkera 
and a few of the Cape Coast natives, the whole 
dispersed. On Colonel Sutherland’s receiving 
this intelligence, he ordered the troops into the 
Castle, leaving a party of observation under 
Lieutonant ‘Rogers of the royal African corps 
atthe garden. °° 

The Ashantces retuned to Affeltue two days 
after, and on the 28th they were joined by the 
army under their king. It was said that part of 
his army was in the action, having arrived at 
the commencement, and that some of the prin- 
cipals in the murder of tho sorjoant, who had 
comewith them, were killed. It was also re- 
ported and belicved, that a strong party of El- 
minas had joined the cnemy in the action. 
After this they continued for some time with- 
out any movement, AJl the prisoners taken at 
this time agreed in stating that Osai Tootoo Qua- 
mina, king of Ashantee, had died at Coomassie 
at the commencement of hostilities, and that 
Accatoo Osai, his brother and successor, had 

it 
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left Ashantce, accompanied with all the war- 
riors he could muster, and was determined to 
destroy Cape Coast, and drive the English out 
ofthe country. Soon after the arrival of the 
new king of Ashanteo at Affettue, he sent a 
fetish or sanctificd boy to our advanced post at 
the garden, to tell the governor of Cape Const 
that the walls of the Castle were not high 
enough and should be made higher; and that 
he ought to land all the guns from the men of 
war, as he intended to throw Overy stone of 
the Castle into the sca. 

After about three weeks preparations, during 
which our scouts and small partics were very 
successful in cutting off the enemy's foraging 
stragglers, the above message was followed by 
the king’s advance from Affeline on tho 21st of 
June, with his wholo army, to within five miles. 
of the Castle, driving in the party of observa- 
tion stationed at garden villago where Otrarmy 
had been encamped. On the 22nd the enemy 
moved considerably nearer to Cape Coast, and 
took up a line about three miles in extent; the 
bush was so thick that their strength could 
only be judged by the smoke of their fires, On 
the 28rd they advanced so near that they were 
distinctly seen in great force on the heights, 
An attack on Cape Coast was consequenily 
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momentarily expected, and the male inhabi- 
tants of the town were ordered to make all pos- 
sible resistance. The women and children, 
amounting to nearly five thousand, most of 
whom had been driven in from their respective 
towns and villages as the enemy had advanced, 
and others from crooms adjacent to Cape Coast, 
now rushed into the Castle, and as only the 
wicket of the gate was left open, which ad- 
mitted only one person at a time, the screaming 
of the children, the melancholy cries of the 
women sqteczing for entrance, was beyond 
any thing that can be conceived. The seamen 
and marines from his majesty’s ship Victor, and 
the merchant vessels in the roads, were landed 
to man the guns, andovery other possible means 
usod for defence, 

The cnomy appearing to have reccived some 
account of these proceedings whon within much 
less “than a mile from the Castle, halicd, and 
early on the morning of the 24th, retired to the 
government garden(our late camp) where they 
remained stationary to the end of the month, 
detaching strong parties to lay waste the coun- 
try, and to burn and destroy all the circumja- 
centvillagos, which they effected withimpunity, 
our garrison not amounting to more than three 

n 2 
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hundred and sixty mon, one hundred and four 
of whom were in the hospital, exclusive of a 
few artificers and militia, besides a very small 
unorganized native force, on whom but little 
dependance could be placed. 

On the report of the enemy's advance on the 
92nd, Lieutenant-Colonc! Sutherland ordered 
some houses which were yory near, and oyer- 
looked the ramparts of the Castle on the land 
side, to be pulled down, but his commands 
wore not attended to by the townspeople, and 
the garrison were too weak ta cxccuto them. 
On the 28rd, when the officer, Captain Tutchin- 
son, threw out a signal from Smith’s tower, that 
the enemy were advancing from the westward, 
he ordered four of these houses to be set on 
firc, but owing to a sudden increase of wind, 
the flames extended farther than was anticipated 
or intended, and notwithstanding evory oxcr- 
tion, burnt the grass-thatched roofs, and the 
doors and windows, of nearly overy house in 
the town. In consequonco of the previous re- 
moval of goods into the Castle, the floors of the 
houses being chiefly composed of mud thickly 
plastered over strong laths, and the houses bo. 
ing built principally of swish or clay, not much 
property was destroyed. 

Tlis majesty's ship Thetis, Captain Sir John 
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Phillimore, arrived on the 4th of July from Eng- 
land with men and officers of the royal African 
corps, who with his men subsequently rendered 
most effectual service, which it was supposed 
induced the enemy to recal their foraging par- 
ties and concentrate their army. On the 7th 
they were seen in great force defiling over a hill 
in several paths towards some heights which 
they had occupied. Near to the left the king 
pitched his tent, and the bush having been 
cleared about the spot, his movements could 
be plainly-observed with a glass. Some of his 
men wore the tniforms of our officers and men 
who had been killed, or taken prisoners at As- 
samacow, they also displayed the English, 
Dutch, and Danish flags, with others of their 
own making. We were at this moment very 
badly supplied with ball, and were obliged to 
take all the water pipes from the Castle, the 
lead from the tops of the merchants’ houses, and 
all the pewter pots and pans that could be pro- 
cured, the ships furnishing all the lead it was 
possible to spare, for the purpose of cutting up 
into slugs by the sailors, who were employed 
at this work for many days and nights both on 
board and on shore. 

On the Gth a strong foree of natives, con- 
sisting of about five thousand men from Accra 

u 3 
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and to the leeward of Cape Coast as far as the 
river Volta, having arrived, as well as some 
of the Fantces and other natives, who with the 
Cape Coast people having been supplied with 
arms and ammunition as well as our limited 
means would allow, a position on a command- 
ing chain of heights opposite to the enemy was 
taken up on the 8th, from which time until the 
Hth the auxiliaries were employed in clearing 
away the bush in their front, and reconnoiter- 
ing the movements of the Ashantecs, with 
whom they had occasional skirmishing, and 
who were busily employed in’ cutting paths 
through the jungle to us, 

On Sunday the 11th, soon after day-light, 
the enemy wore descried in several strong 
masses descending the hills, and forming into 
lines in the valley, about half a mile from the 
town, betwoon us and thoir former position on 
the heights. About two in the afternoon, the 
enemy's advanced party having been fired at 
by some of our skirmishers, commanded by Mr, 
Gordon, then a writer in the public service at 
Cape Coast, and afterwards an ensign in the 
‘African corps, a general engagement cnsued, 
and continued until dark, when the cnemy 
retired. Two of their camps, during the ac- 
tion, were burnt and plundered by some of 
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the unorganized natives, who although daily 
driven out of the town to their posts at the 
point of the bayonet, fought bravely this day 
for four hours, particularly those on the right, 
against which the greatest efforts of the enemy, 
who shewed great courage, were directed. 

On the 12th, they again drew up in the val- 
ley, apparently with the intention of renewing 
the action ; in order, however, to ascertain their 
object, some skirmishers were ordered to creep 
through the bush, fire atthem, andretire, after 
which, the.enemy’s whole force returned the 
fire, and kept it up for half an hour. They 
made no movement afterwards until two in the 
afternoon, when a few random shots were fired 
from a field piece at them, through the bush, 
on which they retired to their former position, 
In the morning of the 18th, they. were again- 
observed in motion, descending in Indian 
files through several paths towards the valley, 
from the heights on which the king had pitched 
his marquee. A renewal of the engagement 
was now momentarily expected by us, and we 
were accordingly prepared. They still conti- 
nued marching down the hills until dark, when 

numerous fires were observed in the valleys; 
but when day-light appeared, not one of them 
could be scen, and it afterwards appeared by 
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the statement of some of the natives on our 
side, who had been taken prisoners at Assa- 
macow, and had made their escape from the 
enemy after this action, that it was a manoeuvre 
of the Ashantees to enable their women, 
wounded men, and carriers, to retreat wnob- 
served ; that they came down the hill on the 
side in our view, went through the bush to the 
other side, where they could not be scen by 
us, then ascended the hill, and came down 
again in front towards us. 

As soon as it was known that the-enemy had 
retreated, every cffort was thade to persuade 
the allies to follow them, but without offect, 
They had retired in the direction of the go- 
vernment garden, Elmina, and Affettue. A 
brother to Adookoo, king of the Fantces, who 
had been taken prisoner by the Ashantces, 
when they attacked and beat the Fantces in 
1807, made his escape from the enemy ‘on their 
retreat on the 13th, and stated that he was 
umbrella bearer to the king, and was with him 
in the action of the 11th, The Ashantec army 
had suffered dreadfully from small pox, dysen- 
tery, and want of provisions, which had carried 
off many thousands, and, in consequence, 
caused so much discontent and insubordina- 
tion in their army, that on the night of the 


TIE ASUANTRE WAR. 105 


. 11th, whole bodics had deserted from the king, 
who were ascertained to be Assins, and who 
afterwards joined our native allies. Te fur 
ther stated, that the heart of Sir Charles 
Mac Carthy was eaten by the principal chiefs 
of the Ashantce army, that they might imbibe 
his bravery ; that his flesh had been dried, and 
with his bones, divided among every man of 
consequence in the army, who constantly car- 
ried his respective proportion about with him, 
as a charm to inspire him with courage. 

Lieutenart-Colonel Grant, of the royal Afri- 
can corps, havitiy arrived from England on the 
18th with ammunition, and a few men of the 
artillery and rocket corps, Licutenant-Colonel 
Sutherland resigned the command to that offi- 
cer, and returned to England in his majesty’s 
ship Thetis, 

On the 19th, Licutenant-Colonel Grant being 
informed that the enemy were encamped about 
six miles from Cape Coast, purchasing all their 
supplics from Elmina, sent out an auxiliary 
force to annoy them, which returned on the 
following day with several prisoners, and re- 
ported that the enemy had retroated in the di- 
rection of Annamaboe. 

They remained in the Fantee country, de- 
stroying the villages and provision grounds, 


106 NARRATIVE OF 


until they reccived intelligence that the queen 
of Akim, who upon hearing of the defeat and 
death of Sir Charles Mac Carthy, had sent 
one hundred men as a body guard to Major 
Chisholm, was about to invade their capital. 
The king hastily proceeded thithor, leaving 
many hundreds of his sick and wounded be- 
hind, who fell into the hands of the Fantces, 
by whom they were nearly all beheaded. 
When the Ashantees advanced from Affettuo 
to the government garden, they sent out par- 
ties as far down as Annamaboo, which caused 
all the women and childrea of the different 
villages to seek protection at Cape Coast and 
Annamaboe fort, A famine, in consequonce, 
soon ensued, which, in conjunction with the 
small pox and dysentery, carried off great 
numbers. Many were scen dead and dying in, 
the streets, when the women and children wore 
pent up in the castle, which they quilted on 
the arrival of the Accras. The secne was dis~ 
tressing; they were so crowded together that 
it was impossiblo to pass from one part of the 
yard to the other without walking upon them. 
The stench which they caused was horrible: 
it frequently rained, and a great deal of the 
filth and dirt created by them was washed into 
the tanks which containod the water used by 
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{he garrison, There is a large pond in the 
town, but the water is very unwholesome, and 
seldom or nover used by Europeans, The 
officers and soldiers were also very short of 
provisions, having neither meat nor flour, and 
but little rice, Five or six Europeans, includ- 
ing now and then an officer, died daily, from 
the excessive fatigue they had undergone, and 
want of proper food. Ifa supply of provisions 
had not providentially arrived from Sierra 
Leone, the result must have been truly disas- 
trous, Several.yessels also laden with rice, were 
dispatched from“Wngland as soon as the state 
of famine to which the natives were reduced 
was known, and by this timely supply alone 
they were preserved from perishing, as the ene- 
my had destroyed every thing, and they them- 
Selves suffered much from tho want of provi- 
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The principal object of tho advance of the 
Ashantee army on the 21st of June so near to 
Cape Coast, was to get Cheboe, king of Din- 
kera, into their power. He was in conse- 
quence prevailed upon, with his sister, who 
had accompanied him from his country, to take 
up his quarters inside the castle, where, not 
long after, the latter died, and was buried in 
a spot of ground which he selected on the top 
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ofa hill, not far from ihe town. A short time 
after Cheboe was observed by some native sol- 
diers of the African corps, who were on picket 
close by, ascending the hill accompanied by a 
female: they in consequence watched their 
actions, knowing the custom of the inland 
tribes .of sacrificing human beings over the 
grave, and that such practice was prohibited 
by the government of Cape Coast. They saw 
him approach the place where the remains of 
his relative had been interred, after which he 
bemoaned her loss, and shed tears to her me- 
mory, and was about to pat the woman to 
death, who appeared perfectly resigned; when 
his intention was arrested by the soldiers, who 
escorted him back in company with the female | 
to the Castle, and on being asked his reason 
for this conduct, replied in a dejected tone, 
that the woman had been for a long time a 
faithful sorvant to his sister, who wasvery fond 
of her, and that she would be angry with him 
ifhe did not send her handmaid to attend wpon 
her in the other world. The poor creature was 
kept for sceurity in a room in the guard-house, 
until it was certain that Cheboe would not kill - 
her. 

After the action of the 11th of July, as some 
of the Commenda women and children were 


TI ASHANTER WAR. 109 


returning through Elmina to thoir homes, which 
had also been destroyed by the enemy, they 
were seized and beheaded by the natives of 
that town. Lieutenant-Colonel Grant, on hear- 
ing of this atrocity, wrote to Mr. Last, the 
governor of that place, on the subject; who 
replied that he had not sufficient means to con- 
troul the ferocity of the people. Commodore 
Bullenbeing at anchor in Cape Coast roads at 
tho same time, Lieutenant-Colonel Grant re- 
quested of him to allow one of the squadron 
to convey BriZude-major Ricketts and Lieute- 
nant A, C. Atchison to Elmina, for the purpose 
of offering Major Last the assistance of troops 
from Cape Coast Castle. The Victor, Captain 
Woolcomb, was consequently appointed to 
convey those officers to Elmina. Major Last 
appeared thankful for the offer, and every ar- 
rangement was made, and the time fixed for 
the reception of the troops, at that place, but 
on tho return of the officers to Cape Coast, 
Licutenant-Colonel Grant received a letter from 
Major Last, stating that the natives of Elmina 
were determined not to allow any English sol- 
diers to be landed there, which terminated the 
business. Had this object beon effected, it 
would no doubt have put an immediate end to 
the war with the Ashantees, who obtained all 
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their supplies from thence, and who were 
encouraged by the natives to persist in hosti- 
lities. Had the Elminas followed the example 
of the Danes, the Ashantccs would never have 
come down to the coast in such a hostile man- 
ner. 
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CHAP, VII. 


Death of Ldeutenant Scott—Arrival at Cape Coast 
of General Turner with the Troops—Procla- 
mation to the British Settlements on the Gold 
Coast —The General deparis for Sierra Leone with 
the Troopse-flis Death—Succceded by Major-Ge- 
noral Sir Neit™Gampbell—Embarks from Sierra 
Leone—Arrives at Cape Coast Castle—Battle with 
the Ashantecs— Disposition of the Troops in Battle 
Array—Particulars of the Engagement ~Horvible 
Cruelties of the Allied Troops—Oolonel Purdon 
destroys the Enemy with Congreve Rockets—Sir 

_ Charles Mac Carthy’s Head recovered from the 
Ashantecs—Resilt of the Action, 


Inrormatton having boen received by Liou- 
tonant-Colonel Grant, commanding the forces, 
that several of the officers had died at Sierra 
Leone, and that Captain Winter, the only offi- 
cer of that rank, (who had been but a short 
time with the 2nd West India regiment) was 
obliged, in consequence of ill health, to return 
io England, and had died on his passage; Bri- 
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gadc-major Ricketts was sent to take the com-- 
mand of the troops on that station, He sailed 
on the 12th of September, 1824, in his ma- 
jesty’s brig Swinger, the commander of which, 
Lieutenant Scott, died on the third day after 
departing from Cape Coast, of the ycllow fé- 
ver. This officer had rendered great assistance 
during the contest with the Ashantecs in 1824 ; 
he also frequently landed the seamen and ma- 
rines of his vessel, and often procured volun- 
teers from the crews of the merchant. ships in 
the roads 10 assist the garrison pon an attack 
being repeated. os 

Nothing worthy of particular notice occurred 
on the Gold Coast from this period, until the 
death of Lieutenant-Colonel Chisholm, which 
took place on the 17th of October. Te had 
suffered a bad state of health for a considerable 
time, and was on the point of returning to Mu- 
rope, after having served on the const in vari- 
ous military capacitics from the year 1800, 
Tle was unacquainted with his recent promo- 
tion, Tis unwearicd assiduity ond attention 
to his duties, his unceasing cfforts to render 
happy all those whom Providence had placed 
under his care, had endeared him in a peculiar 
manner to the inhabitants of those regions, and 
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. rendored his loss a source of deep regret and 
poignant grief. : 

Major General Turner arrived at Cape Coast 
at the latter end of March 1825. We was ac- 
companied ‘by three transports, having on 
board European soldiers of the royal African 
corps, whom he had brought from England 
with him, and two hundred men of the nd 
West India regiment from Sierra Leone. THis 
intentions in bringing such a force to the Gold 
Coast did not transpire, but ho issued the fol- 


lowing prookmation. 
: 


“ By his excellency Major-General Turner, 
C. B. captain-general and commander 
in chief of the British Settlements on 
the western coast of Africa: 


** Charles Turner to the people of Capo 
*¢ Coast, to the people of the other British 
“* settlements on the Gold Coast, and to the 
‘ surrounding nations, friends and allies of 
‘ England: The king of the Ashantces has, 
“ by assistance of the Elmina people, waged 
«a cruel and urijust war against you and us: 
«¢ he has suffered for his crimes and rashness, 
« and Elmina is only suffered to stand because 
‘ the king ofthe Dutch and the king of Eng- 

I 


a 
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“land, my mater, are at peaco; but I have . 
“ represented their conduct, and their fate 
“ will depend on the orders I may receive, 
* You have all stood forward in defence of 
“ your rights, and J thank you in-the name of 
“ the king my master. England does not wish 
“ for any wats: she wishes the natives of 
. Africa to be free, happy and rich; she wishes 
for nothing in this country but lawful trade 
“ and commerce, If the king of Ashanteo 
« will content himself with governing his own 
‘nation and his own people, and docs not 
“ stop the trade of the interiof with the coast, 
“ or attempt to oppress his neighbours, Ict 
“ him say so to me, and I will make a treaty 
* with him’ on these terms; but I will not 
“ make peace with him on any other tormas, 
“ nor until he gives up every claim to tribute 
“ or subjection from the swrounding nations, 
“ Given at Cape Coast this 2nd day of 
April, 1826, 
“ By his oxcellency’s command, 
“Wirwiam Wiu1taMs, 
Aoting Colonial Scorotary. 
“ God save the King.” 


a 


a 


General Turner having made certain arrange- 
ments on the Gold Coast, where he remained 
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only a short time, departed from thence on the 
14th of April for Sierra Leone, with nearly all 
the European troops, and dispatched the trans- 
ports with the detachment of the second West 
India regiment on board for the West Indies, 
This distinguished officer died on ithe, 7th of 
March, 1820 at Sierra Leone, havin g been but 
fifteen months on thecoast. Upon this lamented 
event, Major General Sir Neil Campbell was 
appointed to the government, and colonel of the 
royal African corps on the 18th of May 1826, 
and intelligence having arrived of the advance 
of the Ashantees to the coast again, in an has- 
tile manner, he was ordered to procced to Africa 
immediately; and he accordingly sailed from 
Portsmouth on the 22nd of July, in his majesty’s 
ship Lively, Captain Elliott, C. B, which had 
been appointed to take him out: he was accom- 
panied by several officers of his regiment, and 
Captain Ricketts of the 2nd West India regi- 
ment, who had returned to England’ for the 
benefit of his health, and who was induced, from 
promises held out to hith of promotion, to re- 
turn to Africa, where he'had previously served 
constantly for seven years. 

Sir Neil Campbell arrived at Sierra Leone 
on tlic 22nd of August and sailed again in the 
Lively, carly in September, for the Gold Coast. 

12 
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The Lively arrived in Cape Coast roads on the 
19th of September, when his excellency learnt 
that an action with the Ashantees had taken 
Place. Tho spot where the battle wag-fought 
is'a plain with small clumps of trees and un- 
derwoad at intervals, about twenty-four miles 
north-east of British. Accra,’ and ‘nearly four 
miles south froma village called Dodowah, by 
which the natives distinguish the aétion, ‘The 
king of Ashanteo had pitched lils tent there 

It was expected by every per- 

| with the “Ashantec 
ack our’. ‘aie on 









about eig i ofclock -in: the mornity 
enemy were in motion, and the ‘King’s drum 
was distinctly heard beating the war march. 
Our line was in consequence. formed with all 
possible expedition, extending about four miles 
east and west, which made a very picturesque 

06) ‘from the various drésses and nu- 







in the air, Our men were deco- 
rated with latge sea shells suspended from their 
necks and shoulders before and behind, or were 
decked. with a stripe of white calico. to. distin- 
guish them fromthe enemy. Many of them 
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fought with the cloth hanging from the barrels 
of their muskets, which added to the novelty 
and singularity of the scone. 

A dispute had taken place for several days 
previously. among the kings of Akimboo and 
Dinkera and the queen of Akim, who should 
attack the king of Ashantee hand. to hand; it 
was at last agreed, that the former should take 
up a position on our, extreme right, and the 
two latter on-our extreme left; but they were 
perhaps fortunately disappointed in this: ar- 
yangement, as it was afterwards known. that 
the king of Ashantee had received intelligence 
that there were white men in the camp, and in 
the centre, he therefore selected that position 
to gain more honour. The officers and gentle- 
men in the battle were Lieutenant-Qolonel Pur- 
don, commanding the whole; Captains Hings- 
ton and Rogers; and Lieutenant Calder of 
the royal African corps ; ‘Ds, Young of the staff; 
My. Henry Richter, merchant, of Danish Accra; 
with his own men, amounting to about one 
hundred and twenty; Mr, J. W, Harrison, 
merchant, of British Accra, with his men, in 
number nearly the same; Mr. John Jackson, 
merchant, of Cape Coast, with Mr., Banner~ 
man’s men, about the same number, Mr. Ban- 
nerman. being absent in cis in bad health ; : 

18% 
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and Mr. Hutchinson, merchant, of Annamahoc, 
with the Cape Coast wtificers, volunteors ; part 
of the townspeople; and Bynioe, the native 
chief, whose people, with the others, amounted 
to one hundred and filly men. Those ‘formed 
the centre, and were drawn up in lino with the 
royal African carps, asa reserve an the pasi- 
tion previously taken by Captain Tingston. 
The attack commenced from right to loft, at 
about half past nine o'clock. Several of the 
natives came insulting and abusing the centre 
as cowards; which boing represented to the 
commanding officer, he directed them to ads 
vance about four hundred yards, when a heavy 
and effective fire took place. They went sten- 
dily forward amid the work of death, the enemy 
slowly and sulkily giving way. No prisoners 
wore taken by the natives, but as they fell 
they woro put to death: happy were they 
whose sufferings were short; in vain thee gon- 
Jemen implored them to hold their hand, or at 
least to kill them outright; some were ripped 
up and cut across the belly, when plinging 
their hands in, they took out the heart, pouring 
tho blood on the ground as a libation to the 
good fortune of the cause: others, when they 
saw their own friends weltoring in their blood, 
would give them a blow on the breast or head, 
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to put an ond to their misery. In many in- 
stances they dragged each other from the op- 
posite ranks and wrestled and cut one another 
in picces; and fortunate was he whose knife 
first fouid.out the vital part in his foe during 
the deadly grapple, though perhaps in his turn 
to be laid low by the same means. So hard 
wero the enemy pressed at this moment, that 
a captain of consequence blew himself up, 
nearly involving some of the Europeans in de- 
struction, 

Tho number of the various articles taken 
from the enemy was very great, but as none 
were allowed to Icave the ficld, and as they 
had no spare hands, like the people of the na- 
tive chicfs, they were thrown aside, when a 
ery arose that the Ashantees were getting be- 
tween the contre and the left, which was the 
fact, as one party from the Dutch town, who 
supported the right of the Cape Coast people, 
hatl given way, and the enemy had rushed into 
their place. Besides this, the whole of the 
Danish natives, with their caboceers at their 
head, had fled early in the action, and the 
swallow-tailed banners of Denmark were seen 
safely flying in the rear. The centre were now 
ebliged to fall back and relinquish evory ad- 
vantage, sustaining a galling fire in flank, and 
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closely pressed avith the mass of the enemy, 
who evidently were making a bold push to 
seize or bring down the whiles, Captain Ro- 
gers, who was advancing wilh a small piece of 
artillery, would have been taken, had he not very 
promptly distinguished thom as the cuemy. 
This was the erisis of the battle; Colonel Pur~ 
don advanced with the reserve, and the rock- 
els, a few of which thrown among the Ashan- 
tees oceasioned the most dreadful havoc and 
confusion: the hissing sound when thrown, the 
drain of fire, the explosion and frightful wounds 
they inflicted, caused them to suppose that 
they were thunder and lightning, called sno 
marin Vantee, by which name they are now 
known among the natives, 

Another party of Ashantecs having attacked 
the left of king Cheboo of Dinkera, the Win+ 
Nobahs fled at tho first fire, nor hallad till (hey 
reached Accra, but a few rounds of grape shot, 
thrown over the heads of our people, restored 
the batile there also, Cheboo being alroady in 
advance with part of his people driving back 
his opponents. On the right, the battle was 
not for a moment doubtful; the king of Akim- 
boo droye all before him. and pencirating to 
the king of Ashantec’s camp, took them in 
flank; bis path was marked by the column of 
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smoke that rose in front, the short grass being 
‘dry, from our forces having bivouacked at the 
roots of the trees for two nights, together with 
extreme heat, caused it to take fire; the ex- 
plosions. of some Ashantce captains, who at 
intervals blew themselves up in despair, which 
was known hy the smoke that arose over the 
trees; the shouts and groans of the comba- 
tants, with the burning grass, and the battle 
raging all around, formed no bad idea of the in- 
fernal regions. Fancy may indecd imagine, 
but it cannot describe such a scene of havoc 
and destruction, moro resembling the wild fic- 
tion of an oriontal tale, than one of absolute re~ 
ality. The Danish natives who had fled at nearly 
the first onset, now perceiving the enemy to 
be repulsed by the rockets and grape shot, ad- 
vanced, and taking possossion of the plunder, 
which was immense, deliberately walked off 
tho fighd they sent to request more ammuni- 
tion, saying they had only recciyed twenty 
rounds cach from their own government; and 
when upbraided with their bad conduct, thoy 
said it was against their fetish to fire on a Mon-~ 
day. About one o'clock, the heads of the 
Ashantce chief began to be brought in. Se- 
veral of the blood royal and principal captains 
wero known by the residents; when the deaths 
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of any of them, were reported to the king, he 
offored up human sacrifices to their wanes in 
the heat of the battle. Among tho sad tro- 
phies of the day, was supposed to bo the head 
of Sir Charles Mac Carthy, which was sent Lo 
England by Licutenant-Colonel Purdon ; it was 
taken by the Aquapim chicf The king car- 
ried it along with him as a powerful charm, 
and on the morning of the battle, he poured 
rum upon it, and invoked it to cause all the 
heads of the whites on the field to lic beside 
it, The skull was enveloped in paper covored 
with Arabic characters, and a silk handker- 
chief, over all was a tiger skin, the emblem of 
royalty. 

The whole of the Ashantec camp was takén, 
together with their baggage and gold; the 
amount of the latter was said to be very consi- 
derable, but the whites never could ascertain 
what the natives obtained, Towards the end 
of tho day, a great many slaves ox prisoners 
wore taken by the natives, who subsequently 
sold them io slave vessels 1o leeward of Acera, 
being satiated with tho multitudes thoy had 
killed, in the carly part of the fight, and until 
it was dark, partios were coming in with plun- 
der from every quarter. The troops lay on 
their arms all night, as it was not known bat 
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that the king, with his surviving friends, might 
make an attack upon us in despair, having been 
scen in front, wandering over the scene of his 
blighted ambition. Through the night, at 
intervals,-some of our native allied chiefs struck 
their drums to some recitations, which were 
repeated along tho'line, and as they dicd away, 
had a most pleasing effect, but were generally 
succeeded by docp wailings and lamentations 
from the gladcs, in front of our position, ap- 
parently from some unhappy Ashantee women 
looking for their friends among the fallen. 

The loss of chiefs on our part was but small ; 
Mr. Richter was wounded in the thigh carly in 
the action, and obliged to leave the field, but 
his men did not follow the flying portion of 
their countrymen. Narboah, the captain-ge- 
neral of the Akimboos, the chicf captain of the 

; queen of Akim, and Quashic Amonquah, chief 
of Esseccoomah, were the only persons of rank 
that we lost, The lattcr was regretted by 
cvory one, as several of the natives were al- 
ways accusing him of treachery, and he was 
determined to shew in the day of battle his 
sincerity, he therefore made a bold atiempt to 
seize the king’s person, and to take him dead 
or alive, and even had his hand on the royal 
basket to pull him down, when he was shot in 
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the neck and sccured. The king upbraided 
him for his treachery, and ordered him to fol- 
low, which he refused; order was then given 
to decapitate him; a party of Cheboos at- 
tacked the king, but Amonquah was already 
killed, and his head, if they have preserved it, 
is the only trophy which th¢y can exhibit. [is 
brother Abaggy waswounded in the thigh, or, as 
he says, ‘he would have made the king pay 
dear for his brother’s head,” which none 
doubted, 

The number of our forces, from the hest 
information, amounted to eleven thousand ; 
three hundred and cighty with muskets; that 
of the enemy was estimated at ten thousand, 
and much of the fighting was with the knife, 
We calculated our loss at about cight hundred 
killed and ono thousand slightly wounded, 
The enemy it is supposed must have lost full 
five thousand men: a groat many of thejr chict 
mon were killed, whose names were familiar 
to African readers: among them were Bunda- 
hin, the king’s unclo; Yoou Coroweo, the cap- 
tain who carried the gold stool; Karcum, the 
chicf linguist; Adoo Bradic, nephew to tho 
king, long resident at Cape Coast; Adoo Qua- 
mina, mentioned in Mr, Dupuis’ residence in 
Ashantec ; Fosoo Crah, well known along tho 
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coast, where he used ¢o collect tribute ;' Ga- 
madooah, the same ; Yaw Sackery, who car- 
ried on along war with the Akimfoos; Dama- 
chies, Apookoo’s son, the native who captured 
Sir Charles Mac Carthy at Assamacow and who 
took all the ammunition ; Owoosoe Yaw Coo- 
mah, Oroosoe Aquahteah, Oroosoe Domra At-~ 
tah Quam. Adjuampon Entyquah, the Assim 
traitor, shot himself, Acrahsoh Coffec, Ada- 
boy, Quaw Cultaqua, Samponday, and four 
others ; twenty-four chiefs in all. Osai Accato, 
the king, was wounded; Opokoo, the chief 
instigator of the war, was scverely scorched 
with powder and died in consequence. 

Among the prisoners were, Oroosoe Doome, 
the last Ashanteo resident at Cape Coast in 
1818; Oroosoe Ansan, the boy king of En- 
elensah, beyond Ashantee. The king of Ashan- 
tee’s Crabah, a femalo dedicated to the sooman, 
fetish, one of his wives, and a female child, 
one of his occras, or page, a male dedicated to 
the sooman Entcyquah’s wife, Yaw Sackery’s 
wife, Yawmadoo’s child, Otill, king's lin- 
guist, one of Bootine king of Bewobin’s accras. 

It may be readily supposed that the chiefs 
would have gone in pursuit of the fugitive king 
after such a decisive day, but on the contrary, 
all of them, with their people, returned to 
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Acera, groating under, their immense booty. 
Ifthe Ashantces had delayed the battle a few 
weeks, the coalition would have fallen to 
pieces, for the natives, abandoned to them- 
selves, would not have stood half an hour be: 
fore the enemy. To shew what contrivances 
and resources this singular people have, it may 
be mentioned that in the “ wallets” of some 
who fell, were found the Pangolin® or ant caicr, 


* Tho pangolin, which is a native of the torrid oli- 
mates of Africa, is incapablo of being carnivorous, 
sinco it has no teeth, but lives ontirely on inseets which 
naturo has fitted in a very oxtkordinary manner, As 
it has vn long nose, so it may naturally be supposed to 
have a long tongue, but to increase its length still moro, 
it is doubled in tho mouth, so that when extendad, it is 
shot ont above a quarter of a yard. Whon the pan- 
golin, thoreforo, approaches an ant-hill, it lies down 
noar it, concealing as much as possible the place of its 
yotront, and sirotching its long tongre among tho ants, 
koaps it for somo timo immovable, ‘Thoso Tid animals, 
allured by its appoarance, and the metuous substance, 
gathor upon it in groat numbors, and whon tho pango- 
lin supposos a suflicionoy, it quickly withdraws tho 
tongne, and swallows thom at once, It is, ofall other 
animals, tho best protoctod from oxternal injury by 
nature. Itis about threo feet long; or taking in tho 
tail, from six to eight. Liko the lizard, it has a small 
hoad, a yory long noso, a short thick neok, a long body, 
logs vory short, and tail extromely long, thiok at insor- 
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scorched for food, whiJe insteagl of shot among 
other things were found cowrie shells loaded 
with lead, The Danish caboceer used every 
artifice to bring on a battle before the othor 
chiefs could arrive, and kept moving to the 


tion, and terminating ina point. It has no teeth, but 
is armed with five toes on cach foot, with white long 
claws, But what it is chiefly distinguished by, is its 
sonly covering, which, in some measure, hides all the 
proportions of its body. These scales dofond tho ani- 
mal on all parts, except the under part of the head and 
neck, under the shoulders, the broast, the belly, and 
the inner sides of tho:legs ; all which parts are covord 
with a smooth, soft skin, without hair. The scales of 
this extraordinary creature aro of different sizes and 
differont forms, and stuck on the body like the leaves 
of an artichoke, the largest aro found noar tho tail, 
these are above three inches broad, and about two 
inches long; they are extromely hard, and resemble 
‘ horn. Thus armed, this animal fears nothing from tho 
efforts of all other creatures, oxcopt man, Tho instant 
it perceives tho approach of an onomy, it rolls itsolf up 
like the hedgehog, and presents no part but the cutting 
edges of its scales to tho assailants. Its sholls are so 
large, so thick, and so pointed, that thoy repel overy 
animal of prey. The most cruel quadrupod of tho fo- 
rest make vain attempts to forco it, but to no purpose, 
the pangolin remains safe within, whilo its invador al- 
most always feols the rewards of its rashnoss.—Lyn- 
neus, Syst. Nat. tom, 1. p. 86, 
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east to facilitate this preject, while the others 
followed to avoittyuarrels. 

It was singular to see somo of the natives 
under the Dutch flag fighting by our side, 
whilc, had we been at Elmina, they probably 
would have been found indho opposing ranks, 
as some of them were at Affettue, The queen 
of Akim, who evinced much activity in the 
war, is about five fect three inches in height, 
with an infantine look ; her voice is sofi, evi- 
dently modulated to interest her audience, but 
cracked as a singer would express it, from 
constant use. She is an e&ccllent beggar for 
munitions of war and distilled wators: just 
before the attack she went along the line with 
a massive necklace of leaden bullets, and in 
her hand a gold cnamelicd cutlass, and she was 
afterwards in the hottest part of the action. 
To some of the gentlemen who called on her 
the day before, she said among otlicr things, 
“ Osai has driven me from my country because 
he thought me weak, but though [am a wo- 
man, I have the heart of a man.” 

Thus terminated the most important battle 
ever fought on this coast, and which will in all 
probability deter these people from disturbing 
the country again, at least for a long time in a 
hostile manner. 


ry 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Sir Neil Campbell disetibarks at Cape Coast Castle— 
Captain Ricketts assumes the Military Command-— 
Assembly of the Chiefs—Proposed Conference with 
the Allied Chiefs+-Mission to Yancoomassie—Ex- 
pected Mission from Ashantee—The Governor sends 
a Message to Ashantee—Assembly of the Native 
Chiefs—Message from\ the Ashantees—Terms of 
Peace proposed—Messenger's dispatched to Ashantee 
—Arrival of Dispatches —Lieutenant- Colonel Lum- 
ley embarks for Sierra Leone—Captain Hingston's 
Communication with the King of Ashantes. 


Sin Neil Campbell disembarked at Cape 
Coast on the 21st, and Licutenant-Colonel 
Purdon having obtained leave to return to 
England,*the governor was pleased to appoint 
Captain Ricketts to the military and civil 
command of the Gold Coast, in his stead. 
Immediately after the governor landed, he re- 
ceived the king, the caboceors, and the head 
men of Cape Coast, and congratulated them 
upon the recent victory obtained by the British 
tyoops commanded by Licutenant-Coloncl 
Purdon, the militia of Cape Coast, their coun- 
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drymen, commanded by. Mr. Futchinson, and. 
the native kings and chiefs, allics of tho king 
of England; and he added, that this victory 
would probably insure an advantageous and 
permanent peace, from which trade would be 
carried on from the coast do the interior with- 
out any interruption. Nothing further was 
said, and all separated as soon as his oxcel- 
lency left the hail of the Castle. On the 26th of 
September, the following chiefs assembled in 
the hall at Cape Coast Castle, by desire 
of his excellency, messengers having been 
dispatched for thom; viz, Cudjoe Cheboo, 
king of Dinkera; Awoosooco, king of Tucful ; 
Ahmonec, and Baffoc, chicfs of Annama- 
boc; Adookoo, king of Fantee; kings and 
head men of Cape Coast. To thanked them 
in the name of the king of England for theix, 
bravery in the battlo; and said, as the king of 
the Ashantecs was now so humbled, it was the 
best time to let him know, that ifhe would sond 
messengers to him for peace, it might begranted, 
on giving security for lis peaceable conduct in 
fulure towards the king of England and each 
of them. To this proposal they objected, 
stating that they knew the king of Ashantco 
too well to suppose that he would not construe 
such a message into submission on our part. 
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Tlis excellency then told them that peace would 
not be granted, unless sufficient sccurity was 
given to cach of them, to remain in his own 
country, without danger; that he would not 
make peace for the king of England separately, 
but for all; that the object of going to war was 
to obtain peace; that if we had lost a battle, 
this proposal might be ascribed to fear, but not 
after such a victory. They thon asked for a 
delay of twelvemonths, stating that the Ashan- 
tees would in that time solicit peace; but the 
governor not acceding to their request, they 
said that they would not make any promise 
unless all the allics were consulted ; the gover-. 
nor observed that the distance of the others, 
viz, the queen of Akim, the king of Aquamboe, 
and the chief of Aquapim, rendered it impossi- 
ble to confer with them at the same time, but 
messengers had been sent 10 Captain Hingston 
to asscrible them at Accra, as the proposed 
delay would be contrary to the ordors of the 
king of England, Aftor saying much more to 
the same effect, he at last told them that his 
orders to make peace were pcromptory, and 
that he must obey them, without any stipula- 
tion in their favour, if they would not consent 
to send to the king of Ashantce. Tis exeel- 
lency then gave them some presents for thei? 
K 2 
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bravery ; informing them at the same time that 
his determination to make peace was not to be 
changed. 

The kings and chiefs still remaining in Cape 
Coast, tho governor rosolved to send a few 
presents by tho most direct road to Coomassic, 
The king of Cape Goast was directed to select 
three intelligent mon, one of whom could write, 
to proceed openly with a paper containing 
what he wished to say to the king of Ashantec. 
The kings of Dinkera, Tucful, Warsaw, Fanteo, 
and the chicfs of the Assin country, wore also 
directed to send a fow persons as an escort, 
but which they refused. It was reported that 
the kings of Dinkera and Tueful had said, that 
if the mission met with any harm, it would be 
their own fault in quitting Cape Coast; by this 
it was supposed that they wished to intimidate 
them from undertaking it, lis excelleney 
upon hearing of this, sent for the king’ of Din- 
kora, but he did not attend; not from any 
disrespoct to the governor as it afterwards 
appeared, but from fear that he might he de- 
tained a prisoner in tho Castle, and be de- 
liyered up to the Ashantecs in order to obtain 
peace, The govornor then sent for a few of 
their people, and directed them to inform the 
kings of Dinkera and Tucful, that in one hour 
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they and every one,of their followers should 
leave the town, for their disrespect to him on 
this occasion; the projected mission to the 
Ashantces was in consequence abandoned, On 
the 10th of October the governor proceeded 
to Accra, but the chiefs who were expected did 
not assemble, being under Danish influence. 
Sir Neil Campbell returned to Cape Coast 
on the 19th. On the day of his departure from 
Accra, Cudjoe Cheboo, the king of Dinkera, 
sent two messengers to request his forgivencss ; 
they were received by the king of Cape Coast, 
but he did not, as was customary, acquaint the 
commandant of their arrival, but informed them 
of the governor’s departure, and said that on 
his return he would send to acquaint him of it, 
which he did accordingly, but not as from the 
governor. His excellency sailed on the 15th 
of November for Sierra Leone, On the 15th 
of January messengers arrived at Cape Coast 
from the Assins to Caboceer Bynie, acquainting 
him that some people from Adansay, a place 
adjoining the Ashantee country, and a day’s 
journey from Coomassie, where the Assins had 
resided since they deserted from the Ashantees, 
requesting of him to ask the commandant to 
find some person to be present with those 
Ka 
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expected from ihe diflerentallied chiefs, for the 
purpose of hearing what they had to propose, 
The commandant told the Assin messengers 
to inform their chicls that he was obliged to 
them for their proposed interview, bub that ha 
could not, as commandant of tho British forces, 
condescend to senck any persons to meet mos- 
sengers from the chiefs alluded to, and that 
Capo Coast was the proper place for the 
people from Adansay to deliver their pro- 
posals ; but that he had not any objection to 
the king and eaboccers of Cape Coast sending 
two or three men to be prusent, when tha 
people from Adansay might state their object. 
Two men from the chiefs wero accordingly 
sont, and aficr staying in that country a con~ 
siderable time, they returned to Capo Coast, 
and said that the people from Adansay did 
nol wish to come to Cape Coast, ax it might 
be supposed that thoy had something of im- 
portance to communicate, whoreas they were 
only desired by their chiefs to discover where 
the Assins were, and then to return im- 
mediately. About threo weeks after this the 
chicfs of the Assins sent for the two Cape 
Coast messengers, stating that the Adansay 
people wished to return home, and that the 
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_ Assin chicfs were desirous they should be 
present for the purpose of hearing what message 
would be sent to Coomassie. 

The messengers were accordingly sent up, 
having first been instructed by the commandant 
and the native chigfs what to say on behalf of 
them, and the Cape Coast people, incase any 
message likcly to prolong the war was sent to 
the Ashantees. “ 

After the Cape Coast messengers had re- 
mained at Yancoomassie for three weeks, or 
more, and none of those expected from the 
different tribes appearing, the chiefs of Assin 
sent one of them down to say that it appeared 
that none of the chiefs had any intention of 
sending to hear what might be said to the 
Adansays on their returning home. The com- 
mandant, immediately on hearing this, dis- 
patched two trusty soldiers with instructions 
to proceed to Yancoomassic, and to acquaint 
the Assin chiefs that he wished to send a 
message to the king of Ashantec, which they 
wore to deliver 10 the people from Adansay, 
in their (the chiefs of Assins, presenco, The 
message was asfollows :—That the commandant 
had reecived orders to make peace with the 
Ashantces for the English, and for such of the 
native tribes as were desirous of being included 
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in this pacific proposal; and that if tho Ashan- 
tecs were inclined to peace, he should bo happy 
to sce any of thom at. Cape Coast for that 
purpose; that should they be afraid of obstruc- 
tion in their way down, he would, on being 
acquainted therewith through tho Assins, take 
measures to secure their safety both in coming 
and in returning. Tho soldicrs accordingly 
accompanied the Adansay people a consider- 
able distance on their way home from Yaneoo- 
massic. The Assins sont four men with them 
to Adansay, with directions to return in thirty 
days from tho 14th of May. ' 

A few days before the time appointed for 
their return, a serjeant with somo soldiors was 
dispatched, accompanicd by messengers from 
the chicfs, to wait their arrival at Yancoomas- 
sic, with orders to escort any messengers fron 
Ashautee direct to Cape Coast; but it was 
long after the time fixed before the Agsin mes- 
sengors retarned, in company with nine men 
from Adansay, bringing a message from the 
chief of that place to Cape Coast, importing 
that the chiof of Adansay was the person who 
settled all differences between tho Ashantecs 
and those at war with them; that he wished 
the commandant of Cape Coast, and all the 
allicd chicfs, to send messengers to him, then 
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hecould sce the king of Ashantce respecting 
peace. The commandant knowing that none 
of the native allied chiefs would consent to 
send, or allow persons from him to pass to 
Coomassia, desired the messengers to wait a 
few days, and he would give them an answer : 
accordingly on the 14th of, May he made the 
following reply: ‘* Tell the king of Adansay 
Iam much obliged to him for his goodness ; 
that the king of England wants no war with 
the natives of Africa; justice is all that is re- 
quired; there is no war in any other country 
but this ; all is peace and happiness. That if 
the king of Ashantee is willing to make peace, 
and if he will send to Adansay proper persons 
for that purpose, I will, on being acquainted 
therewith through the Assins, send up a guard 
to meet them half way: that the Ashantecs 
need not be afraid of sending 10 Cape Coast, 
as I and the Cape Coast people will take care 
that none of {hem shall be molested, cither in 
coming or returning ; and when peace shall be 
made, all quarrels will be forgotten.” 

On tho 25th of July, 1827, a follower of 
Quashie Amonquah, a chicf who fought with 
the Ashantces against us at Cape Coast, on the 
11th of July, and who afterwards joined us, 
and fought against the Ashantces in the baitle 
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of Dodoowah, and was there killed, was this 
day brought a prisoner to Capo Coast, charged 
by the allies with having gone sceretly te 
Adansay, and pretended that he had been 
sent by the commandant of Cape Coast with a 
message to the king of Ashanice. The follow- 
ing are the real particulars: this man being in 
debt, and having obtained a roll of Portuguese 
tobacco, was desirous of making tho most of 
it, and concciving*that he would bo able to 
dispose of it to greater advantage at Coomassic 
than elsewhere, in consequence of the suspon- 
sion of all trade by the war with that place, he 
accordingly proceeded thither, and on arriving 
at Adansay, a day’s journcy from Coomassic, 
he was asked who had sent him, to which ho 
replicd, that the commandant of Cape Coast, 
and Mx. ILutchinson, of Annamahoe, had desired 
him to inform the king of Ashanteo, that white 
men did not fight always, and would mako 
peace if the king of Ashanteo wished it. ‘The 
chicf of Adansay replied, that he would not 
belicve he was sont by the persons whom he 
had named, or he would not have been olone ; 
to which he replied, that if they did not bolicve 
him, they might cut off his head, thon they 
would see whata palaver they would get with 
the white men, On his being asked what had 
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. induced him to make, use of the commandant’s 
and Mr. [utchison's names, he answered, that 
he did so in hopes this might have influence in 
preserving his lifo. The tobacco was taken 
from hini by the Adansays, and for it he re- 
ceived payment. ,What he had said was 
reported to the king of Ashantee, who sent him 
four ackies and half in gold for subsistence. 
The Assin messengers who accompanied the 
first mission from Adansay back to that place, 
saw this man there, and on their return, re- 
porting the circumstance to their chiefs, they 
sent to enquire of the commandant whether 
this man’s information was correct and true, 
which being answered in the negative, they 
told the Adansays if the Ashantees were 
sincere in wishing for peace, it would bo 
shewn by this man being sent to them, which 
was immediatcly complied with. The Assin 
chiefs, in asking for the man, remarked to the 
Adansays, that if persons of this description 
were permitted to pass backwards and for- 
wards before peace was concluded, they might 
carry such storics as would put a stop to the 
proceedings necessary to offect that object, 
The messenger who returned on the night of 
the 2lst from Yancoomassic, was on the 26th 
of July sent back, conveying orders that the 
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soldiers should take it in turns to proceed to 
Weakcring, a villago on the banks of the Pra, 
in order to take caro that the expected Asha 
tee mission met with no interruption in its 
way down tq the coast. The commandant was 
apprehensive that some obstacles might be 
thrown in the way, by somo of tho native 
chiefs, who had been for some timo assembled 
in the Braffoe country for the purpose of ex- 
torting money from the Ashantees, Infor- 
mation therefore being given on the 2nd of 
August, that the Ashantee mission was ex- 
pected to arrive al Yancoomassic on the next 
day; in order to keep his promise to the 
Ashantecs, and to guard against their boing 
molested by tho natives in their way to Cape 
Coast, he immediately dispatched a respect~ 
able man, 2 serjeant in the militia, and a mes- 
senger from the natives of the town, with 
directions to acquaint the native chiefs that it 
was his positive orders that these people should 
not be detained, but allowed to proceed with- 
out molestation to Cape Coast, and that they 
were to be very active in ascertaining what 
was going forward, taking care to report to 
the commandant every circumstance of im- 
portance, 

One of the men returned from Yancoomassic 
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-on the 6th of August, and stated that the 
chicf of Adansay had informed the Assin 
chiefs, that. in consequence of the man who 
went to that place and made use of the com- 
mandant’s name, having been demanded by the 
allied chiefs, and the king of Ashantee under- 
standing that the man wasa prisoner, he was 
afraid to send messengers to Cape Coast, 
unless the chiefs of Adansay would take 
fetish that they would not incur any danger; 
in consequence of which the soldier was desired 
to return to Yancoomassie, accompanied by 
the man alluded to, whom the commandant had 
demanded of the allies and kept in the castle 
to prevent his experiencing any harm, with 
directions for the soldiers and messengers to 
proceed to Adansay without delay, taking the 
man with them, and to acquaint the chief of 
that place that they were sent to him in con- 
sequencé of what he had told the Assins; and 
that the man, who being present, could speak 
for himself, was found fault with only for 
having in an unauthorised manner made use of 
the commandant’s name; that they were 
desired to wait at Adansay until the king of 
Ashantee sent down persons to make peace 
should he be so inclined. 

The commandant sent also by a man who 
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eould read and write, a paper containing as, 
follows :-— The governor of Cape Coast under- 
standing through the Assins, that .the king of 
Ashantee did not like to send persons to Cape 
Const to make peace, being doubtful whether 
they would be safe from the circumstance of 
tho man who wené to Adansay, and made use 
of his name, having been demanded by some 
of the allied chiefs and kept prisoner; the 
governor therefore sends that man and some 
soldicrs to tell the king of Ashanice, that the 
path is opened for any of his people to come 
to Cape Coast for tho purpose of making peace, 
and should the king wish it, they are to re- 
main at Adansay, until his messengers are 
yeady to escort them down,” 

The governor of Cape Coast sends a book of 
God, (an Arabic bible, in hopes some of the 
Moors who frequent Coomassie may be able (o 
readit,) to tho king of Ashantae, that ho may 
believe what the governor says is luc, and 
that no harm will happen to any of his poople 
whom he may send to Cape Coast, The 
commandant further gave orders, that if no 
objection was made on the part of the chief of 
Adansay, the man alluded to hy the king of 
Ashanice should be sent to Coomassie with the 
bible above-mentioned. The commandant, in 
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e 
.order to shew the Ashantces that he was not 
displeased with the man, gave him some pre- 
sonts, and entrusted him with a silyer medal 
as a token that he came from him. 

A general report prevailed on the 8th of 
August that the Ashantee messengers had 
arrived at Dansamansue, on thisside of the 
Pra, about the Ist of this month, and that 
they were concealed until it might suit the 
purpose of the king of Dinkera. to let them pass 
to Cape Coast. Tho commandant sent to ac- 
quaint their chiefs of his having heard the above 
report, and if true to desire that the Ashantee 
messengers should immediately be allowed to 
proceed to Cape Coast, otherwise he would 
consider them as his enemies. The Cape 
Coast chiefs at this news were much incensed 
against them, 

The messengers returned on the 8th, and 
stated that, Adookoo, king of Fantee; Anni- 
melli,king of Warsaw; Cudjoe Cheboo, king of 
Dinkera; Awoosooko, chief of Tueful ; Baffoc 
and Ahmonec, caboccer of Annamaboe ; with 
several other petty chiefs, the whole of whom 
were assembled in the Braffoe country, sent 
their respects to their master, meaning the 
commandant, and informed him that they had 
not assembled on account of the mission 
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expected from the Ashantees, but to arrange 
matters regarding themselves ; that no mes- 
sengers had to their knowledge, grossed the 
Pra; but should any arrive, they would be 
sent to Cape Coast. The mission.which was 
sent to Adansay was proyvenied proceeding 
further than Yanceomassic hy the Assins, who 
said that they could not allow even a white 
man to pass to Adansay; that thoy had com- 
menced the negociation for peace, and wished 
to reap themselves the benefit that might arise 
from it, 

On the Ist of September, two messengers 
arrived from the Assins, and stated that mes- 
sengers had arrived from the king of Ashantee 
and were actually within a days march of Yan- 
coomassic. The commandant having been seve- 
raltimes deceived by similar messages from that 
tribe, and although he was convinced that the 
present information was correet, having re~ 
ceived the same account from other quarters, 
yet he told the Assins ha would not believe 
them, unless thoy brought one of the Ashantecs 
to him. This day the samo Assin messengers 
returned to Cape Coast, bringing with thom 
two men, attached to the Ashanice mission, 
which had now arrived at Yancoomassic, All 
the merchants were in consequence assembled. 
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Jin the government hall, at the’ Castle, ~when 
the following message from the Ashantecs 
was delivered in their presence to the com- 
mandant. That the king of Ashantee found 
it was nd yse in fighting against white men, 
and wished to makg peace and to be in future 
subservient to the white men; that his majesty 
had sent down proper persons to make peace ; 
who, with followers amounting to one hundred 
and forty, were at Yancoomassie. The com- 
mandant, in reply told them, that he was very 
glad to sce them, as they had come to do what 
was good for the country, and that therefore 
they were welcome to Cape Coast. He sent 
some rum to them, that they might drink the 
king of England's health. 

On the 11th of October, the licutenant- 
governor, Lieutenant-Coloncl Lumley arrived 
from Sicrra Leone, in his majesty’s ship 
Eden, Captain W. I, Owen. The escort sent 
to mect the messengers from the king of 
Ashanice returned on the 18th of October, 
with a part of them, leaving the especial 
messenger from the king of Ashantce at 
Yancoomassic, the Assins being afraid to send 
him down until the whole of the allicd chiefs 
agrecd to it, the natives having entertained an 
idea that the white men wished to make peace 
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with the Ashantees; without thom, their dis- 
trust was excited, and this caused the deten- 
tion of the Ashanice messengers who it was 
reported had been a long time on the way from 
Coomassie to Capo Const. : 

Cabooccer Bynie having voluntecred to go 
to Yancoomassic, retnrned with the messengers 
on the 28rd, accompanied by the chiefs of 
Fanteo and Assin. The Ashantco messengers 
were presented to the licutenant-governor who 
had assembled all the officers and merchants 
to receive them: great form was observed hy 
the messengers, onc of them, a relation of tho 
king, had ona cap made of monkey-skin ; it 
had a tail which hung down on the back of his 
neck ; on the front of the cap, was a gold plate, 
about five inches long and two inches broad, 
upon which scales were neatly represented. 
On this man boing desired to deliver his mes- 
sage, he took off his cap, and gavorit to tho 

‘ chief of Assin, who handed it to‘one of the 
Fanteo chiefs, and he to another, and lastly to 
the king of Capo Coast, whe delivered it to the 
licutenant-governor. The messenger then said 
that the king of Ashantco was very sorry for 
what he had done, and hoped that tho English 
would pardon him; that ho found there was 
no use in his fighting against white men, and 


TI ASHANTRE WAR. 147 


. therefore wished to be under their controul, 
and as a token of his submission, he now laid 
hts cap at the king of England’s feet. 

On the 12th of Decomber, several chiefs, 
viz. the kings of Warsaw, Dinkera, Assin, Fan- 
tee, Tueful, Annameboe, Capo Coast, aid many 
others of minor note, being‘assemibled accord- 
ing to notice gent to them, the following terms 
were agreed to, as being those on which peace 
would be granted to the Ashantees, viz.,—that 
they should lodge four thousand ounces of gold 
in the Castle of Cape Coast, to be appropriated 
in purchasing amrhunition and arms for the use 
of the British allics, in case the Ashantces 
should again commence hostilities; and that two 
of the royal family of Ashantee, whose names 
were mentioned, should be sent to Cape Coast 
as hostages. 

The king of Accombo, the queen of Akin, 
the chiefs of Aquapim and the Accras were 
not present at the mecting, but messengers 
from cach of them arrived a few days after, and 
the terms on which peace had been offered 
being explained to them, they signified their 
approval on the parts of their respective 
chiefs, 

Several attempts were made to ascertain 
from the Ashantce messengers some particulars 

L ‘2 
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connected’ with the several actions, but no 
satisfactory reply could he obtained. 1 
appeared that they acted as spies on cael 
other, for they would nol give an answer to 
any question without first consuling among 
themselves, The only information we obtained 
was, that there were al Coomassie a white 
man taken at Affettue, and a mulatto man‘of 
Cape Coast, taken at Assamacow. The 
Ashantce messengers, afier remaining al Cape 
Coast a few days longer, departed for 
Coomassie, accompanied by a respectable 
native named John Carr, aud a lad of colour, 
named John Buckman, who was also a native 
and educated at Capo Coast, sclected for that 
purpose; and messengers from most of the 
native allies, 

Tho party arrived at Coomnssic on the 4th 
of February, as will appear by the following 
extract of a letter written by the lad of colour, 
copied verbatim :—* Now for the news? we 
arrived here on the fourth instant in the morn- 
ing about seven; the king and his people 
assembled and saluted us in public manner, 
and also many strange things I saw on that 
day: about two hundred men carrying golden 
swords, and also skulls molted of gold, every 
thing about of him gold, When we wont 
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. before him, he sat oy his higher throne, and 
when he saw us, he made his hand a motion to 
pass, when, ho did not say with his mouth, 
after he sat he also came with his chiefs and 
saluted us;. all the great umbrellas appeared 
on that day was twg hundred and thirty, In- 
terview on the next moraing he sent us 
presents of pigs, and sheep, plantains, yams, 
and some other things, also four ounces and 
eight ackies of gold between me and Mr. Carr. 
Indeed he has treated us very well for to do 
this. Now as I am writing this, his sister has 
send us five ackies of gold and the above like. 
Since we arrived, the inhabitants has not fail 
of playing of rejoice for peace. On the Sunday 
last, the tenth, they killed a man; very large 
European house they have erccted here, if you 
know Amorah of Accra I would say that the 
king’s form like him, also his manners; he is 
very good king, because he has, since we 
arrived, behaved very well to us; every day 
he sonds us couple of pots of palm wine, some- 
times four, and also his people they speak 
very well to make peace, only they had some 
doubt on the part of the Assins, and Cudjoe 
Cheboo; this is all the news I could sond you 
at present. We arrived on the fourth,” 

Shortly after this the white man alluded to as 
Ls 
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being prisoner al Coomassie, and who proved to 
be private Patrick Riley, of the Royal African 
Corps, taken prisoner on the 26th of Apri, 
(824, with the man of colour, John Dunean, a 
private in the militia, faken in the, baitle near 
Assamacow, on the 24th, of January, 1824, 
wore sent to Cape Coast by the king of Ashan- 
tec, accompanicd by mossongors from him, 
who stated that the king, in order to shew 
the Europeans his sincerity in wishing for 
peace, had immediately, on being made ac- 
quainted with the govornar's wish to have 
these two persons returned, sent them down, 
and that in return tho king requested that somo 
of his family might be sent, particularly his 
head wife, who had been taken prisonor at 
Doodowah, and to allow oncof his chicf Acham- 
pong, and somo of his subjects, who were 
prevented by tho allies from rotutning to 
Coomassie, by keoping such a strict watch over 
Elmina; that he would, on these terms being 
complied with, endeavour to collect the sum 
demanded of him as security for his good 
behaviour and send it down. But his request 
could not be complied with, as tho king’s wife 
had been taken prisoner hy somo native chict 
under Danish influence, and as the Danos were 
dissatisfied as regarded their own security 


THE ASHANTRE WAR. 161. 


With the proposed arrangement théy signified 
their intention of making peace for them- 
salves, and which the possession of this 
female would probably induce the king to 
grant mofe readily, and the whole of the native 
allies had signified their determination not to 
allow any of the Ashantees at Elmina to return 
to their country until the king of Ashantee 
had given proper security for his peaceful 
behaviour. 

The European soldier and the man of colour 
stated that the king had behaved well to them 
during the whole period they were prisoners at 
Coomassie. Riley said, he had enjoyed better 
health while there (a period of four years) than 
when at Cape Coast; but he appeared con- 
fused in his ideas, and having been kept at a 
small village a short distance from Coomassie, 
where he was only allowed to walk about, he 
could give but an indifferent account of the 
country. He related the following statement of 
his capture. On information reaching Affettue 
that the Ashantees who had defeated the allies 
on the 25th of April, were in quick advance 
on that place, the troops in consequence com- 
menced their retreat to Cape Coast; he how- 
ever, with two other European soldiers of the 
Royal African Corps, remained behind, and 
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got possession of sume ration rum that had 
arrived for the troops: on some of tho cnomy 
coming to the premises where they were, one wt 
them fixed his bayonet and charged them ; and 
they immodiately decapitated him, Riley and 
the other remaining quict, thoir lives were 
spared, they were, however, stripped of their 
cloathing and disarmed, and Ashantee cloaths 
were given to them to wrap round their bodies. 
They wore shorlly aficr sent to Coomassie, 
whore his companion died in ahboul twelve 
months, Riley was a few months after his 
rouurn to Cape Coast, sent te England, 

Ilis majosty's brig of war, Clinker, having 
arrived to convey Licutenant-Colonel Lumley 
to Sicrra Leone, he embarked, leaving Captain 
Tlingston in command at Cape Coast, The 
service requiring that Major Ricketts should go. 
to Sierra Leone, he had sailed on the Oth of 
January. The merchants being desirous that 
this officer should continue in command of the 
Gold Coast, signified their wish to Liculcnant- 
Colonel Lumley shortly after his arrival at Capo 
Coast, in a letter in which they had occasion 
to address him on the 19th of October, in 
the following words:— We indulge the hope 
that Captain Rickotts will be continued in 
command; his judicious and conciliatory 
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measures having established sueh confidence 
in the minds of the natives as to induce them 
toeplace mych reliance on the equity of his 
proceedings, and having succeeded in opening 
a communication with the Ashantces, part of 
an embassy from whom now are in this {own 
and the remainder only twenty-four miles 
inland.” 

The town had been greatlyimproved by Major 
Ricketts, he caused all the houses to be moved 
which overlooked the ramparts of the castle, 
and others which interfered with the range of 
guns, and formed.some good streets in the 
town. Lieutenant-Colonel Lumley, on Major 
Ricketts leaving the Gold Coast, issued a 
general order to the following effect. 


Cape Coast Castle, January 5th, 1828. 


* The Lieutenant-Coloncl commanding has 
much pleasure in recording how much he is 
obliged to Captain Ricketts for his conduct in 
opening a communication with the Ashantee 
nation, from which the best results may be 
expected; namely, the procuring a permanent 
peace with that power and the neighbouring 
tribes. The licutenant-colonel also feels in- 
debited to Captain Ricketts for the manner in 
which the castle and forts have been put into 
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their preséat Rood repair, and respectable state 
of defence, and which object has been abtninod 
with great economy of the public money.” 

At the Jattor ond of April, the following 
letter was recoived at Capo Coast. by Captain 
TJingston from the king of Ashanteo, brought 
by tho lad of colopr, Buckman, at his majesty’s 
desire. 


Saturday Morning, Coomassie Castle, 
12dh April, 1828, 
Sir, 

* T bog to acknowledge your lettor of the 
9th of last month, and on which I took it into 
consideration of granting your request; but 
as I received some information that Fantees 
are already marched for Elmina, to put me 
in great doubt with all my people, I thought 
when the peace was concluded would for all 
my subjecis, Thorefore I send your messon« 
gor, Mr. John Buckman, with my messenger, 
so that you will seo into and settle thom for 
peaca, If such mado by you, will get somo 
of the Ashantees that are at Elmina to come 
with Mr, John Buckman on his return, I beg 
to inform you that the amount of tho security 
of four thousand ounces of gold, that was 
too much; but howover as my ancastors has 


THER ASUANTEE WAR. 165 


Jodged four thousand ounces, fore thé security 
of friendship, I beg to do the same; and as 
soan as Mr, Buckman will return, I shall 
speedily return them with such amount, I beg 
to inform thg reason Mr. Carr so stopped. If 
I do send him without the demand, would 
seem if not liking to maka peace, and not 
regarding you ; therefore I beg you will excuse 
me, 
“ T have the honour to be, Sir, 
“ your humble servant, 
Osar Cou'ror, 


cy 


his mark. 
Joun Carr. 


Witnesses, {rere Buckman. 


Colonel Lumley having left instructions with 
Captain Tingston not to make any alterations 
in the torms offered 10 the Ashantees for peace, 
he made the following reply: 


Cape Coast Castle, May 1, 1828, 
Sir, 

«* T have the honour to acknowledge the 
recoipt of your letter dated 12th of April, 1828, 
rolative to the pending negotiations for peace : 
inreply, I have to inform you that no other 
terms can be acceded to than those originally 
proposed, viz, four thousand ounces of gold 
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to be lodged. in this castle, as well as two 
principal persons to he sent as hostages for the 
fulure tranquillity of the coast, ‘Bhat as seon 
as the above terms are complied with, and not 
before, Achampong and his companions at El- 
mina will be allowed to return to Coomassic, 
If the torms proppsed ayo not acceded to by 
your majesty within twenty days aflor the ar. 
xival of John Buckman and the messengers at 
Coomassio, ‘you will order John Buckman and 
the other persons from the Capo Coast to ro- 
turn; or if you wish Carr lo remain, that some 
Ashanteo chicf he sent to reside at Cape Gonast. 
The dispute between the Fantces and Elminas 
cannot bo allowed to interfere with the more 
important question between the British and 
Ashantces. None of the Cape Coast ‘people 
have joined in the war against Elmina, That 
on peace being concluded, every exertion will 
be made in conjunction with the gevornor of 
Elmina, to arrange the dispute hotweon the 
Fantoes and Elminas. I send to your majosty 
ihrec Ashantce prisoncrs, who wero captured 
during tho war. 

“T have the honour to remain, with sincerity, 

“ your most humble servant, 
J, Thinasron, 


Captain and Commandant, 
Vo his Udjesty, Osai Cootoe, King of Ashantee. 


THK ASTIANTER WAR, 157 


CHAP. IX. 


The Americans supply the Enemy with Powder—Co- 
lonel Denham appointed Governer of Sierra Leane— 
Major Ricketts returns to Cape Coast—Mililia 
organized—Charge of Forts transferred to Mer- 
chants—Negotiations with the Ashantees—Messen- 
gers sent to Coomassic—Oficial Correspondence— 
Elminas and Fantees—Proposals for Peace—Death 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Lumley—Major Ricketts suc- 
ceeds to the Government of Sierra Leone—Elmina 
attacked —Natives defeated—Pacific Conduct of the 
Ashantees— Conclusion of a final Peace. 


Tux native tribes, who joined in the war 
against the Ashantecs, were highly incensed 
against the natives of Elmina for not taking 
part with‘them in it, and instead of remaining 
neutral, as they had signified their detcrmina- 
tion, assisted the Ashantees by supplying 
them with munitions of war, and conveyed to 
them information of our movements, which 
they were enabled to do from the uninterrupted 
intercourse they had with Cape Coast. Al- 
though the governor of Elmina used every 
moans in his power to provent gunpowder be- 

* 
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ing supplied ‘py the naljves of that placa to the 
Ashantees, yet the following statement will 
show how they acted in this respect. An 
American vessel arriving thoro with gunpow- 
der on board, when the Ashantees were in the 
immediate vicinity of Capo Coust, tho go. 
vernor would not allow any to be landed, hut 
it was reported to him a few days after tho 
vessel had anchored, that a quantity had been 
sold to some of the natives of Elmina and taken 
away at night by them in canocs, As none of 
it could he found in the town, it was supposed 
that it had beon sent to (he Ashantees. Tho 
Fantees had long borne their hatred to the El- 
minas, on account, as they stated, that when 
tho Ashanteo army invaded Fanteo, and at- 
tacked Annamaboc lort in 1807, many of the 
women, children, and infirm men had sought 
refuge at Elmina, and carried with thom a good 
deal of property; that tho Elminas" dolivered 
many of thom up to the Ashantees, who sold 
thom for slaves, and approprinted their valua- 
ables to their own use, With these feclings 
the natives who had fought against tho Ashan- 
tees, with the exception of those at, and in the 
neighbourhood of the Accrnas, engaged to at. 
‘tack Elmina; and in pursuance of this doter- 
mination, strengthened by the knowledge that 
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the Ashantecs were unable, from the recent 
defeats, to send an army to the relief of the 
Ebninas, commenced encamping in the vicinity 
of that place, soon after the last meeting of the 
native chiefs, of Cape Coast. They had then 
stated their grievanges to Licutenant-Colonel 
Lumley, and said they would be satisfied if the 
Elminas paid the Fantees a certain sum of 
money, for the losses already enumerated, 
which they declared they had sustained. Oo- 
lonel Lumley wrote to the governor of Elmina 
on the subject, who replied that the Elminas 
denied the accusation, and refused to pay any 
thing. The intention of these people at first 
was, as they said, 10 endeavour to bring the 
Elminas to their terms by cutting off all sup- 
plies by land at least, for they were unable to 
accomplish that object by water, and by de-~ 
stroying the provisions in the neighbourhood of 
that place. This they succeeded in accom- 
plishing in a great measure, which induced the 
Elminas to cultivate the land within the range 
of the guns of Fort St, Jago, which is built on 
a hill a little distance from the Castle, and 
some outworks, which were thought neces- 
sary, from these circumstances, to be thrown 
up in the vicinity of the town. The manner 
in which this business terminated will be stated 
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in its proper place, Tt avill therefore only be 
necessary to say that this was the king of 

Ashantce’s complaint, r 

Lieutenant-Colonel Denham, who had been, 
appointed licutenunt-governor of Sierra Leone, 
sent Major Ricketts back ta Cape Const, in 
consequence of bis majesty’s government hay. 
ing approved of his measures in carrying into 
effect their instructions to obtain a peace with 
Ashantee, and to completo the arrangements 
which Lieutenant-Colonel Lunloy had left un. 
finished, in consequence of some representa« 
tions mado to the government, which he 
thought might be the means of retaining 
the charge of the forts, Major Rickatts 
returned to Capo Coast on the Sth of June, 
and having organized a very respectable paid 
militia, consisting of men of colour, whe had 
served in the royal African corps, oflicered by 
the merchants, and also a volunteer company, 
composed of the most respectable inhabitants 
of the town, transferred the charge of the cas- 
tle and the fort at Accra, together with all the 
stores that remained in them, to the merchants 
on the 26th of June. 

Major Ricketts, agrocably to tho wishes of 
his majesty’s government to procure a peace 
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swith the Ashantees if possible,’ and nothing 
having been heard from Coomassie since Cap- 
tath Hingsten wrote to the king, had shortly 
after his arrival, despatched a man with the 
following written message to him. 

“ Cape Coast Castle, 14th of June, 1828. 
Major Ricketts acquaints théking of Ashantee 
that he has returned to Cape Coast: as governor. 
That he is sorry to find peace has not yet been 
concluded between the English and Ashantees. 
Before he left the Gold Coast, from what had 
been done, he expected the peace would 
have been séttled in a few weeks, butit is now 
six months since the first messengers returned 
to Coomassie, TThereis a vessel about to sail 
for England, and the governor wishes to know 
what the king of Ashantee intends to do, that 
. he may acquaint the king of England there- 
with, The governor of the Cape Coast wishes 
the king ‘of Ashantee well.” Major Ricketts 
also wrote privatoly to Buckman, one of the 
messengers from Cape Coast, to use his endea- 
vours to get the four thousand ounces of gold, 
but that if he found there was no chance of 
succeeding, he was to get as much as he could, 
and take a bond for the balance payable by 
instalments; also to acquaint the king of 

M 
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Ashaniee, that gold trinkets and aggery bends* 
would bo accepted, ‘To this mossago the fol- 
lowing Ictlers, which ave given in the style in 
which they were written, were subsequently 
reecived from Carr and Buckman.« 


% Coomassie, July Ath, 1828. 
Sir, 
“ T bog the honour to acknowledge you let- 
ter of the 14th of last month, and which T beg 
to say, that T accordingly acted the same, I 


* Thogo beads axo ag valuublo as gold in tho ostimation 
of tho natives, and avo supposod to havo heen intro- 
duced into tho country in former ages for the purchase 
of slavos, hoy aro gonerally found undor ground, 
from whioh il is proswmed thoy must hava beon used to 
dooorate porsons of vonsoquonco in formor times whon 
interred. ‘To this day the natives keop up this ancient 
oustom of burying thoir dead with as much pomp as tho 
family of the doconsed can alford. ‘hose Weads avo so 
grontly prizod, that tho natives do not think thomselvos 
sulfoiontly fino on groat fostivals and public oconsions, 
wnless decornted with some of thom, Thoy ara the 
brightost jowels of the country, nro vory rare, and somo 
traders to tho coast ondervour to got similar onos ma- 
nufnotured, and although tho imitation is oxooadingly 
good, yot tho natives are such great connoigsours that 
they immodiately discern tho difforonco. 
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-beg further o inform you what h’s befallen on 
us. On the second this month, the king and 
hi¢ people assembled and called us, and when 
we went, they made us repeat the message 
again. On which all the chicfs and king swore 
that they will not give a farthing now, because 
‘there was a deserter run fron? Assin, belonging 
Takoodoom, named Appea, came and told 
them that it not good palaver we settling with 
them, because after we got this demand, the 
same all allies will come and get more by sepa-~ 
tate, The king himself shook our hands, and 
told us that as he has found this palaver being 
false, which he thought whites his master, and 
could not fight them; and as their allies peo- 
ple are going to destroy Elmina, he would 
not let us come till if you wants a good pala- 
vor, having sent Achampong at Elmina back 
and some of his family at Accra, or Acham- 
pong, messenger that, will prove as good pa- 
laver, then he will send us back, because when 
we came at first he gave us two prisonors, and 
we send to Cape Coast, but what we brought 
in place of them not good ones as theirs; he 
said algg, that if he had mind to kill us, he 
would before now, but he will not hurt us till 
the demanded messenger of Elmina or others 
M2 
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come, ihe smac he will send us back finely, 
Ife has put Assin’s messenger in close confinc- 
ment, and also Joc Aggery’s; tho Assins, cho 
said, he punishing them for some time because 
three of thom only havo twenty of his women, 
which nono of the women alive now, but all 
killod ; but as King Aggerys, ho said, if they 
lot him loose, he will run away, or will givo us 
bad head; but as for mo and Mr, Cary, and 
the last messengers and our boys, are in prison 
at large, but not in close confinoment. Ilo 
said also, that the proposals for peace are not 
whites but from blacks, but if whites will let 
him mako peace with them, as they arc his 
masters, then to sco and settle tho Elmina pa- 
Javer, and to got the messengers, or those as 
he said, then he will make the peace, and 
send us Cape Coast safely. Ilo said, as white 
men his masters, that was’the reason whon ho 
caught late Mr. Williams in war at Samacow, 

he returned him back thfough tho Dutch go+ 
vornor, but they know that all whites are same 

and of his masters do him the samo favour, then 

he would know and as certificate that it is good 

peace they making with him; however, he 

will never fight with whites, but if whito men 

say they will fight with him on account of the 


% 
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lacks, he will never gome as he" done before, 
but he will stop on his own dominions, 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
“ Your most obedient humble servant, 
Joun Buckman.’ 


Coomassie, Saturday,eJuly 12th, 1828. 
Srp, 

“ I beg the honour to enclose you this let- 
ter. The king called us yesterday, about two 
o’clock in the afternoon, in his palace, because 
we make application to him to give us messen- 
gers for conveyancé. The king gave ours four 
reasons; first, that when caught late Mr, Wil- 
liams at Samacow, he returned him without ran- 
som: second, that when we came here he gave 
one white man and one coloured man, and what 
he requested you did not grant him, (that was 
his families,) but sent some unknown persons : 
third, that we come and he received us, and 
content to make peac’; but now a deserter 
has come and informed him that your allies are 
going to kill his messengers at Elmina, there- 
fore, if he did grant the security of peace, the 
same way turning to lim as an enemy : fourth, 
that. king of England le know that he was 
conqueror of all Ewropean kingdoms, and the 
king of Ashdntce was the same before on all ° 

M3 
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blacks, and whenever he fights and conquers, if 
be that the people give up to serve and make 
peace with him, he was to bid a great amoynt 
that he like; but after having scen.that the 
people truly making good peace through their 
fidolitics, these then he uses to reduce some 
off, but they said,that nothing will be reduecd 
off; that shews that it was not good peace, but 
still reckon him as an enemy. Even if tho 
amountwas ten thousand ounces of gold bidden, 
and it redueed to cight thousand ounces, ho 
would yicld it; but this shows troachery,and not 
gaad friendly peace hereafter; therefore, he ra 
ther blow up once, if white men his masters 
mean tocomeover and fight with him, butas him- 
self, he will never come again, and he is very 
sorry that hcis the king of England servant too, 
and now he has cast him away yielding up for 
peace, but still forcing him, and going to kill 
his messengers at Elmina. I beg leave, fin 
ther, what T would not fail to inform your 
command, that ihero was sume Assins came 
for as his dominions, river Pra sido within, 
some have already made houses and villages, 
when king heard it, send and brought thom 
from the fifth of this present month to yester- 
day, sometimes ten, sometimes twenty, which 
-he never forgave them, but kills ; we made on~ 
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quire for that purpose, and was gaid that they 
“got some families at ‘Adansay, and mean al- 
regdy to come on this king’s side, and he did 
not admit them because they were great rogues 
in the palaver, that might be true, because the 
last messengers send to me told me, that while 
he was coming, he’ was informed that some 
Assins have run away from our territory, and 
come this king’s side: he said he is ready to 
make his oath, if required of him. The king 
said, that if on return of this messenger he 
brings what he requested, that will shew that 
you will give him good peace. 
“J have the honour to be, Sir, 
«Your most obedient, humble servant, 
Joun Buckman.” 


Coomassie, Baterdey; July 12¢h, 1828, 
Yonourep Spr, 

«JT have the honour to inform you the king 
of Ashantce’s intention about the peace. On 
Wednesday, the 2nd of this, he assembled all 
his people to market place, and called us to 
hear his intention. He told us our master sent 
us here for peaee, but he find that was false, 
but that was not because he find all what an- 
swer he gets from Cape Coast do not agree 
with whitcemen’s affair; in the first place,, 
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there is aaleniand for four thousand, ounces of 
gold for the sceurity of peace, two hostages 
royal fumilics, and deliver what prisonors he 
had, will he sond one white man and one Co« 
loured man, and requested that there was 
some of his familics are at Accra, and if my 
master wished fay good “pence, for to send 
them to him, and he, will, sce to eomply to 
peace. My master did not sent them, but send 
some other mon in room of them, and still do- 
manded the said four thousand ounces, of gold, 
and if he did nob sent that, he must let i, 
alone; this white man reply for instanee, 
when he fought the action with late Sir 
Chayles, he did gain the victory over him, 
and as soon as he did know that there was of- 
ficer taken by his men, he directly sent him to 
the whites, and demanded poace from them 
without “any money, only he wished for the 
delivery of his deserters; and when the whites 
will not do it, he Ict Mr. Williams romained,. 
and ho thought he wayld do him the same fa- 
vour, but he find that was black peoplo’s do- 
ings, and,also there was Assin man come from 
Cape Coast, he told him that all your allics. 
are going Elmina to take his messengers from 
them to destroy, and that on that account, he 
must keep us here, until he got them from El- 
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mina before he can let us go to Cape Coast; 
he has kept Assin messengers in close confine- 
ment with King Aggerys, also intended until 
he get his fimilies and messengers here, be- 
fore we can,come away. He says, in his great 
doubt, he is the person that conquer all the 
black on this Gold Coast, évhen he comes to 
make peace with them, he impose an heavy 
sum first, and after they depreciate te him in 
manner as he did to us, he always reduce the 
sum to one half or one third, and receive them 
into friendship, and that is not the case now at 
present, so that whe find that what demand 
my master made, does not seem he as ever will 
take him in friendship again. 

“ Thave the honour to be, &c, &e. 
Jonn Cann.” 


Braman, Kma’s Plantation, 
Friday 18th July, 1828, 
Srr, 

“We beg the honour to enclose you our 
last letter, The king called us to his plan- 
tation, and told us that this day is aday he 
would let our messenger despatch, also he told 
us, that he have no war at all with whites 
because they are his masters, and would not 
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t 
say 80} th. ho would not give any security, 
but it was a messenger ‘sent from Assin, that 
whether he gives the demand or not, they will 
como to his country and fight with him, so he 
said on account of giving the sccyrity was to 
save his country; but now as they says they 
will como and figh), with him, he rather let it 
alone ; also, that they are going to destroy his 
messengers of Elmina; he did not hido the 
person who sent to tell him so, name Ohel 
Qran, who we know ourselves, King has 
murdered the Assins messengers ; we did not 
fail of asking him about it, he said on account 
of the abovementioned man’s mossago, and 
also when they come made fornication with 
his chief's wife, and still that calling him ill 
names and challenging him, which custom is 
not to he excused in this country, so he killed 
them, bul he conld not forget them until the 
peace has been concluded, because they wants 
to come here and to give somo story, and 
inform there, and also from there to inform 
here, so that he should not never make peace 
with you, therefore he would not permit them 
now, till the peace has been concluded, he still 
bogs that if you send his demand ho would 
make the peace, but you must not mind the 


TNE ASHANTEE WAR, 171 
. 


Assins, which is to prove one,ruhing from 
there to him.” . 
Weare, &e. 
Joun Car, 
Joun Buckman, 


«P.S. King hag released King Aggery’s 
messengers,” 


Major Ricketts endeavoured by all the 
measures in his power to persuade the natives 
to break up their camp near Elmina, and to 
allow him to make up the differences between 
them, and the people of that place. The 
major himself went to Elmina for that purpose, 
and the native chiefs of that town and the 
Ashantecs who were there assembled in the 
hall of the castle with the governor. They 
appeared willing to arrange matters in the 
manner proposed, jwhich was to meet on the 
lines, between Cape Coast and Elmina, and 
there to become friends, and each party to 
bind themselves in their country way, to keop 
so, and act together should the Ashantces ever 
again visit the coast in an hostile manner. 
The Elminas agreed that this would be the 
best way of securing tranquillity on the Gold 
Coast, and the only objection they started was,. 
the contomptible opinion they have of the 
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Fantees, who hey said were not trustworthy, 
and would probably be the first to join the 
Ashantces should they come dawn again, 
They would, however, have been happy to , 
unite with the Cape Coast natives: in mutual 
assistance in repelling the. invasion of either 
place; but on this-being communicated to the 
allies, they gave cyasive answers, and said 
they knew tho Elminas too well to put faith in 
any of thoir cngagements. The Cape Coast 
people, though closely connected with the 
Elminas by family tics, boing led away by 
other natives, also shewed af unwillingness to 
agree to the union proposod without the allics, 
stating that as they had been the chief means 
of bringing them over from the Ashantecs to 
the British cause, they could not separate 
thomsolves from them.’ Had the arrangements 
which were first agreed upolt by the governors 
of Danish Accra and Elmina, and tho com- 
mandant of Cape Coast, namely, for all tho 
chiefs 10 be presont when the Ashanteo mes- 
sengers received their answer, and to desire 
them to acquaint the king that they were 
determined to unite against him should he 
again attempt to disturb the Coast, thore is. 
little doubt but peace would have been con- 
cluded, but owing to some differencé which oc~ 
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curred after Lieutenant-Colonel Lumley arrived, 
this was not effected, and the natives seeing that 
‘the king’s government had withdrawn from the 
coast, and many of them having been deprived 
of the mogthly allowance which they had 
officially enjoyed, ghewed little attention to 
what was said to them, and consulted among 
themselves on the affairs of the country, and 
whatever they agreed upon they invariably 
followed, Major Ricketts, in consequence of 
the death of Lieutenan-Colonel Lumley, who 
had again succeeded to the government of 
Sierra Leone, onsthe demise of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Denham, having to go to Sierra Leone 
to assume the government which had devolved. 
upon him, and there being no prospect of an 
early accommodation with theking of Ashantee, 
whose power having been very considerably 
yeduced by his lat® defeats, and from the cir- 
cumstance of all the natives from Appalonia to 
beyond the river Volta, and from the sea coast 
to the borders of Ashantec, having joined in 
the war against him,)most of them had been pre- 
viously considered as his subjects, paid him tri- 
‘bute and assisted him in his wars) there was not, 
in consequence, much to be apprehended from 
him; he therefore departed from Cape Coast 
for Sierra keone on the 20th of September, 
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taking with hit the few, remaining persons of . 
the garrison, nearly the whole of whom had 

previously been sent to Sierra Leone by order 

of Sir Neil Camphell, and to Ferdinando Po, hy 

Licutenant-Colonol Lumley, and others trans- 

forred to the militia left ta garrison the forts 

under the merchats, and leaving Mr. Jackson, 

the oldest merchant on the coast, in com- 

mand, Some timo after the natives hostile to 

those of Elmina, having’ assembled a consi- 

derable force, amongst whom were those of 
Cape Coast, who had professed to observe a 

strict neutrality in this aflair, attacked the 

town of Emina, and were driven back with 

considerable loss, the canon of the fortifica- 

tions and field picces having been brought to 

bear upon them. ‘This defeat caused the 

whole of thom to disperse, and they have 

remained ever since perfeclly quiet. 

The Ashantecs sinco their defeat al Dodoo. 
wah, have not shown any hostile intentions; 
and if is said that notwithstanding the pro- 
hibited intercourse with them by the native 
chiofs, a considerable trado is still carried on 
by smuggling, Tho Ashanices trade now 
principally to Assannce, which is situated on 
ihe sca coast, considorably to windward of 
Uapo Coast. Tho merchants are Allowed four 
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hundred pounds per annum for maintain- 
ing and garrisoning the forts at Cape Coast 
and Accra, which although they have the whole 
management of the affairs, are still considered 
dependencies on Sierra Leone. 

The negociations remained in this un- 
settled state until the month of April, 1831, 
when the king of Ashantec sent a son and 
a nephew of his as hostages, to be educated 
at Cape Coast Castle, accompanied with six 
hundred ounces of gold to be lodged there as 
a security for his future good conduct towards 
the British, Dutch and Danes. Thus ter- 
minated these disastrous disputes which had 
disturbed the country fora period of nearly 
ten years. 





e 
NOTES. 


Major de Richelicn, govornor in chiof of his Danish 
majosty’s setiloments on tho Gold Coast, who arrived 
in the country shortly subsequont to Sir Charles Mac 
Carthy’s death, showed much respect and friendship 
for our governmont, by taking an active part in the 
war, ‘Ilo immediatoly, on assuming his government, 
sent all the force he could collect to our aid, and as- 
sembled another strong force to proceed through Akim, 
commandod by himself, towards Ashantoo, with, a view 
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of diverting the onomy from tho soaat. Tho force , 
which arived from Avera” so opportunely at Capo 
Const, and assistod in tho defeat of tho Ashantees on 
tho 0th of July, was partly composod “of the Danish 
Accras and other natives, undor tho flag of-thut mation, 
collected and sent up by Goyornor Richdlion, who also 
forwardod some soldiers with an officer, Captain Pola. 
son. 4 

The killed and wounded in this engagomont wore— 
Socond Wost India rogimont, 8 rank and filo wounded. 
Royal African corps, Lieutonant Swanzy, killod. 
Militia, 1 rank and file killed, 6 rank and file wounded, 
Unorganizod armod nativo foreo, 102 runk and file 

Killed, 410 rank and filo woundod, 
Lioutonant Swanzy was a very promising young officor, 
Tle was, as has olroady boon stated, wounded at Dun- 
quah, on tho 22nd of February.—Soo pago 101. 


The battle of Docdooweh took place on tho 7th of Aus 
gust, 1826,—Soo page 116, 


Tho head takon there, and supposed to bo Sir 
Charles Mao Carthy's, was stated by the win of co» 
Jour, a roturnod prisonar from Coomassio, montioned 
in pago 160, to bo that of 'Tooto Quamina, lata king 
of Ashantce.-Soo pago 122, 
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Succession of Governors—Sir Charles Mac Carthy, 
General Turner, Sir Neil Campbell, Lieutenant- 

* Colonel Tumley, Licusenant-Colonel Denham, Ma« 
jor Ricket{s—Sigrva Leone a Peninsula and Moun- 
tainous-—Harbour— Garrison—Fvreetown the Capi- 
lat—The Hermitan-~Tornados—Rainy Season— 
Inhabitants — Fortifications —River — Buildings — 
Maroons-—~Liberated Afvicans—Nova Scotians. 


In the preceding narrative I have described, 
as well as my brief notes would admit, the 
various negotidtions and battles with the 
Ashantces, in which it was my lot to be 

N 
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4 
employed; aad as the colony af Sierra Leone 
has excited a groat share of public intorest, 
whilst from a diversity of opinions it Aas 
beon variously represented, I shall endeavour 
to give a correct account of its prosont state, 
and of its inhabitants. , 

It was my lot .o witness, during the poriod, 
of my service on the coast, the arrival and pre- 
mature decease of five successive governors ; 
viz. Sir Charles Mac Carthy, Major-Goneral 
Tuner, General Sir Neil Campbell, Gicute- 
nant-Colonel Denham, and lastly, Licutenant- 
Colonel Lumley; whom Phad the honour to 
succeed in the government. Of the unhappy and 
cruol faic of Sir Charles Mac Carthy, I havo 
already spoken in tho preceding narrative. 

Major-General Turner arrived in the colony 
in Fobruary, 1826. Mis death was caused by, 
his unremitting exertions up thé river Shorbro, 
where ho fought several avtiond with tho 
natives and othors engaged in tho slave trade; 
aftor which ho returned 10 Sicrra Leone in a 
bad state of health, and died in March, 1826. 

Genoral Sir Neil Campbell arrived in the 
colony in August, 1826, and sailed shortly 
aftor for the Gold Const; from wheneo ho 
returned and was seized with sicknoss in 
November following, Laving ‘recovered, ho 
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. proceeded to the Gambia, and ‘returned in a 
short time in better health; but soon after fell 
siak again, gnd*died in August, 1827, 

Colonel Lumley arrived in the colony at the 
same time witl Sir Neil Campbell, and af- 
ter the death of that officer, assumed the 
government, and in about® six weeks pro- 
ceeded to the Gold Coast, from whence he 
returned in April, 1828, when he was super~ 
seded by Lieutenant-Colonel Denham, upon 
whose decease, he again assumed the govern- 
ment, and died in August, 1828. 

T first became acquainted with Colonel Den- 
ham at British Accra, in the month of January, 
1828, where he had arrived from Sierra Leone. 
His celebrity as an African traveller had already 
excited a high degree of interest in his favour, 
and upon his landing he was received with every 
mark of respect, * 

Shortly’afler? we visited the Danish castle 
“Christianburg” together, and were received by 
the governor with much civility; after which 
Colonel Denham embarked on board the 
Sybill, Commodore Collier, and I, on board a 
transport for Fernandez Po. After remaining 
there several days, Colonel Denham sailed 
again with that officer, and returned to Free- 
town, in the Plumper brig of war, aftor a, long 
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passage, much straightened for provisiona and 
water, where I had preceded him nearly a 
month. To had at this time boo, upwards of 
twelve months the superintendant of the 
liberated Africans, and, as T had served in the 
different settlements on dhe coast for nearly 
cloven years, and had had much intercourse, 
with jhe natives, he seemed desirous of ob- 
taining whatever information it was in my 
power to give, and J fecl porsnaded that the 
general coincidence of ow opinions was a 
souree of mutual satisfaction, 

His exertions whilst he superintended the 
liberated Africans in their villages, and also 
his judicious plans and oxertions for the short 
time he was governor, wore highly beneficial 
and useful, and would no doubt have produced 
in time the most desirable effects. Te had 
whilst in tho discharge ‘of his arduous duty’ 
adopted an excellent plan of locating’ the poople 
along the roads, by piving each individual a 
certain portion of land adjoining his own house, 
which plan I also followed, conceiving it to he 
the most advantageous that could ho suggested, 
and the most probable moans by which the 
colony could be effectually improved, Te had 
heard of his appointment, and his reception at 
Yereetown was highly gratifying to his feclings, 
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.being met on landing, by a bady of the in- 
bitants, who escerted- him, to the government 
hoaise. “7° 

After he was sworn in, he dispatched me 
back to the Gold Coast to complete the arrange- 
ments that had beep previously ordered by 
government, and very showly after this he 
died of the Sierra Leone fever, to the great 
regret of all classes of tlose who were able to 
appreciate his talents and virtues, He sur- 
vived the first attack only about nine days. 
By this unfortunate event the government again 
devolved upon Colonel Lumley, but he also 
soon afterwards fell a victim to the climate. 
I then assumed the government, which, in 
consequence of ill health, I was obliged re- 
luctantly to relinquish and return to England, 
after having served in various capacities on 
that coast, during thé period already mentioned, 

Sierra eoneds a peninsula, very mountainoys, 
and so named it is presumed by the Portuguese, 
from the roaring of the thunder through the 
vallics on the approach and at the termination 
of the rainy season, resembling that of a lion. 
It is situated in latitude 8 deg. 30 min. north, 
and 13 deg. 43 min. west longitude, and 
was transforred from the African company in 
1808, to his majesty’s government. The 
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Sconel'y upor drawing near tho colony front, 
tlic sen is picturesque, and in sailing along the 
land (which is on tho sight) towards the 
harbour, the verdure of the wooda is delightful, 

heing partly composed of thor hegutiful ‘palm 
tree,'and, here and thera on tho hills are seen 
cultivated spots with somo good sized houses, 

and tho barracks as the country occasionally’ 
opons, until anchored in front of Proctown, 

which has a:picturesque appearance, especially 
if viewed at a distance from the shore, many of 
tho houses boing built on a gentle declivity 
from Fort Thornton, close to which the old 
barracks stand: the three new barracks and 

hospital have a fine effect from the sea: tho 

former, built of bricks, with joists and-posts of 
iron, and slated. roofs, are situnted on a cons 
sidorable eminence at a short distance in the 
rear of Mort Thornton, Te twor former con+ 

tain cach ono hundred and seventy persons, 

and the other a proportionate number: of 
officers, 

The hospital. is a very good one; itis sitnated 
half way between the old and new barracks 
and: at the foot of the ascont to tho latter. 

“Tho Bullom shore, on the left whilst making 
for the harbour, is low land, and some: parts 

faré often overflowed during the rains, and. 
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about ten. miles -north-east- fram freetown,. 
across to. Leopold isldnd, the most, leeward, 
pojat of. the'Bullom shore; close to:which, on, 
the main land, resides Delamoody; a very in- 
tellig’ent ‘nagiver chief, and a. mah of great. 
influence among the surrounding hative tribes. 
On. Janding at Ereetown, a,siranger is not a, 
little surprized to behold a, place so far superior 
to what he had been induced to expect; and, 
if he should.-arrive in the hermitan season, 
when resident Europeans are generally, in, 
‘better health than at other poriods.of the year, 
from its salubrious effects, he will he: saluted, 
with an agreeable smell, similar to that of new 
hay, and will wonder how it was possible the 
place could be so unhealthy as represented; 
but on the approach of .the rainy season, his 
wonder begins to cease, 

“The hermitan is a very dry sasiealy wind, 
which, ina few days, drys up all vegetation, 
except trees; it sets in about December, and 
continues at intervals for several days together : 
such is the nature of the hermitan, thatthe 
flooring of the houses, window shutters, and, 
other wood work, shrink and separate more than 
an inch asunder; the glass is braken, and. the 
furniture is warped, but at the approach of 
therains, the-open seams gradually close again., 
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After the absence of rain for many months, , 
the parched surfaco of the carth, all its vogela- 
tion, except trees, having hoenedried up hy dhe 
hermitan, and then scorched by the intonso heat 
of a tropical sun, is suddenly eoveyed with vor. 
duro, The day after the first shower, the foreo 
of vegotation is se great, that the face of nature 
is completely changed, and it may literally be 
said that the grass and weeds may be seen to 
grow; yot, however strange it may appear, al- 
though these, as wellas the indigo plant, grow 
spontancously every whore, new land will not 
satisfactorily produce the usual articles of con- 
sumption for three successive years, and some 
lahd will not even yield the socond yoar. ‘Tho 
dry scason is preceded by dry tornados, 
which towards tho latter ond of May are ac- 
companied by rain; they last goncratly for 
about an hour, sometimes’not su long. They 
very much resemble the hurricanes in the West 
Indios, but are not so furious 5 they vary from 
south-east to north-east, A dark cloud in the 
eastern horizon foretels the approach of a tor- 
nado; it advances, accompanied by tromen- 
dous thunder and vivid flashes of lightning, 
which at first are distant and faint, until the 
whole heavens gradually become obscured by 
one black cloud. It frequently happens that 


SIBRRA LEONE, 185 


, from the quarter opposite to that here the” 
cloud first appears, there previously arises a 
byceze, which, dies away, as the tornado ga- 
thers; the atmosphere then becomes very sul- 
try, ‘and the tornado advances, with a great rush 
of wind, bursts, sweeping before it (if no rain 
has previously fallen) i immeyse clouds of dust. 
The wet tornados are succeeded by a beav- 
tifully serene sky, and the air is greatly re- 
freshed; the frame becomes invigorated, and 
the mind more cheerful. As the rainy season 
advances, the tornados gradually cease, and 
are succeeded by almost constant heavy rains. 
At the termination of the rains, the tornados 
again make their appearance, becoming weaker 
as the dry season approaches, until they cease 
altogether. : 

At intervals during the day in the rainy 
scason, thc action of an intenscly hot sun on 
the earth, covered with a luxuriant vegeta- 
tion, and saturated with moisture, produces 
a disagrecable sickening smell, which is pro- 
hably one of the causes of the fever that pre- 
vails at this period of the year, as persons re- 
cently arrived are generally taken ill in July or 
August; some, however, have been known 
to reside in the colony above two years with- 
out haying been affected by it. If they remain 
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“peyond this ime, they are certain nol to 
escape much longer, antl when at longth they 
take tho fever, it generally proves fatal jo 
them, It is considered the moro’ favourable 
symptoma for a stranger to bo seized witht the 
fever soon after his arrival, ‘The havoc which 
this dreadful disgase has” made among the 
Enropoans who have gone oul, or have 
been sent to the colony is woll known, On 
the first arrival of European troops in 1826, 
they died in greater numbers than at any 
subsequent period; the causo was attributed 
mich to the incomplete state of the barracks, 
which had been hastily crected, the materials 
arriving from England at the same timo with 
the troops, the barracks could not conse. 
quently be covered in.before tho rains, From 
the want of accommodation on shore, most of 
the troops were kept on Jyard the transports 
for some months, After the completion of the 
barracks, and tho walls had become dry, tha 
troops enjoyed better health, but thoy drank 
freely, and it was very dificult to keep them 
sober, This no doubt tended much to bring 
on sickness among them; the olflicera died, 
however, in proportion, 

Black troops, woll regulated, are the best 
do garrison the colony, but thoy. should be 
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composed of men from the Gold Coat, as they 
are better calculated fér soldiers than any other 
natives of the qoast of Africa, and they should 
be enlisted’ far a limited period, as the idea 
that‘they’may return to their own country at 
the expiration of their term, will render them 
happy and contentetl. They deserted in great 
numbers in 1826, when ordered from Cape 
Coast to Sierra Leone, on account of their en- 
tertaining an idea that they would never be 
allowed to return, 

The coast is now garrisoned by three com- 
panies of the royal African corps, consisting of 
one hundred men each, stationed at Sierra 
Leone, at the Gambia, and at Fernandez Po; 
there are also recruiting parties of the first and 
second West India regiments at Sierra Leono. 
These regiments have been very successful in 
obtaining reeruits among the liberated Afri- 
cans, from tho villages who voluntarily en- 
list, and cheerfully embark for the West In 
dios, “All the European troops have been sent 
home, and the whole of the coast is now gar- 
risoned by native soldiers. 

I formed and cloathed an excellent militia, 
well drilled, composed of the youngest of the 
discharged soldiers having pensions from go- 
yorment, and liberated Africans, who readily 
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“joined at fhe villages of Wellington and York, 
and offered by European and coloured supers 
intendants of those places, 

A militia of Freetown was also in 1 progress 
of formation, when I departed frompthe colony, 
and should these peaple he encouraged, they 
will, in all probability, fully answer cvory 
purpose required ; butit will be always neces- 
sary to have a small regular gmrison, in order 
to sustain the military character of the place in 
the eyes of the natives. 

The population of the colony is about twenty~ 
six thousand, Freetown is inhabited hy Buro- 
pean merchants, who have built houses for 
their stores and residences, Maroons, Nova 
Scotians, blacks, (called setilers,) discharged 
soldiers from the Wost India regiments, exiles 
from Barbadoos, and lihorated Africanus, who 
have obtained lots ofland tf theetown, Lt is 
well and regularly laid out, ane the strects, 
most of which lately have heen properly con- 
structed, are sixty {ect wide. Nothwith®taund- 
ing the money which has bean expended on 
public buildings, there are none in the town 
with the exception of the jnil, the barracks, 
ihe commissariat, and the buildings of the libe- 
rated Africans, that aro worthy of the name. 

elhe houses, from the destructive natuye of the 
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_ climate, require annual reparation ; “even ivon, 
unless well painted, will not withstand its ef- 
focts long. The buildings are crected with a 
red clay stone, which is found in quarries in 
the-heighbgurhood, 

A battery to the eastward of the town has 
lately been repaired and improved. It is the 
only fortification in the colony, except Fort 
Thornton, which is in a dilapidated state, and 
in a bad situation, being nearly in the centre of 
the town, surrounded by houses. There are 
afew guns mounted to the westward of tho 
town, close to the buildings of the liberated 
Africans above-mentioned, which it would be 
dangerous to fire, in consequence of the ground 
on which they stand, being undermined by tho 
sea, the concussion might consequently cause 
it to give way, and thereby injure the build- 
ings; thore are alse three guns mounted sim- 
ply on the ground, on King Tom’s point, a 
little farther on, at the entrance of ‘the Kar- 
bour." The guns of the battery to the east- 
ward cannot reach a vessel until she enters the 
harbour, and then she might easily get under 
shelter of the houses that intervene between the 
battery and the west end of the town. A bat- 
tery of afew guns, on Capo Sierra Leone, close 
to whjch vessels must pass on entering thg 
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“harbour, Would he desirable for the maritime 
defence of Freetown, * 

The entrance of the channehof the’ rivel,is 
narrow, although it is fifteen miles wide at ita 
mouth; the tides ehh and ilow gxevedihgly 
strong, and the shoal called the middle ground, 
which is on tho loft on going into the harbour, 
is very steep. Tho harbour is only accessible 
in safely with a sea breeze, which sets in be- 
tween twelve and two in the day, but cannot 
always bo deponded upon; as at times it is 
very weak, wad of short dination. 

Tho beach to the westward from Valse Capo 
to, Cape Shilling, on which tho village of Kent 
is built, is guarded by a surf, which renders it 
dangerous for a boat to land, and canoes of the 
country are consequently used along it. The 
sea beach towards the Sherbro estuary is open 
and casy for landing, and eonsequently needs 
some protection. » > 

Por tho land defence of the colony against 
tho natives of the continont, a fortificatién ap- 
pears necessary near tho village of Waterloo, 
which is only divided from the main land by a 
small stream of water in the rainy season, when 
Siorra Leone may bo called an island, but the 
water disappearing in the dry scason, it thus 
hecomes a peninsula, 
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Next to the Enropeans, thg Mfroons are. 
the most respectablé class in the colony. 
Sgme ¢éf these people, as well as the Nova 
Scotians, have acted as commissioners of 
requests, and have filled the office of mayor, 
aldermen, and sheriff. During the govern- 
ment of Sir Charlés Mac Qarthy, they took 
great pride in these appointments, but lat- 
terly they reluctantly accept of any honorary 
office, A few of them, as well as some of 
the other people of colour, keep small retail 
shops of goods and ardent spirits, purchased 
on credit from the European merchants at auc- 
tions, whore they pay cash; and some of the 
Maroons have shops on nearly as large a scale 
as the Europeans, and import their own goods 
from England, whence.vessels are often sent 
out to them for a cargo of timber. 

They possess atconsiderable proportion of 
the houses ineFreetown, which are principally 
built of stonc, wood, and shingles, and con- 
sist gBnorally of a hall, two bed rooms, and a 
piazza supported by stone pillars, the hall and 
bed rooms are raised about five feet from the 
ground on stonework of which the walls also of 
the housesare built. The under part of the house 
is‘used asa store room or cellar. There are 
other houses of wood built on stone foundations, 
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“Phe merelfmts’ honses ave built upon a much 
larger scale. 

In consequence of very high rents heing 
given for lodgings for the ofticers” and other 
persons in the public service, whilst the jfub- 
lic buildings were in the course of construc 
tion, the Maroon wechanids, who reaped large 
profits, were induced to build some better 
houses than have been mentioned; many 
of which however have never been finished, 
owing to tho failure of means, and the impossi- 
bility of Ielting them, the puplie expenditure 
not long after the conmencenient of the spocu- 
lation having been greatly curtailed and the 
public servants accommodated in government 
buildings. TLouses of a good description are 
consequently now seen in various parts of the 
town uninhabited, or unfinished, and falling 
todecay. The settlers inhabit theacaslern part 
of the town, designated Settlers Towns These 
podple aro inforior to the Maroons in respee- 
tability, but have been longer inthe edlony, 
Their housos in general are nat so good, they 
are not so industrious, are addicted to drinking, 
and most of them are of indifferent principles ; 
they have decreased, while the Marvons havo 
enereased in number latterly. There has al- 
ways oxisted 9 hostile focling aad jealousy 
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-between ihése people and the Mardons, but 
which is now slowly subsiding ; thore are how- 
evar a few §xceptions among them, who are 
deserving | to be classed among the most re- 
spectable coloured inhabitants of the colony. 
Divine service wag, formerly performed over 
the jail, and was well attended by the blacks, 
but lately in the unfinished new church in the 
centre of the town, where but few of either 
Europeans or blacks attend. The latter have 
erected several places of worship of their own. 
The Maroons deserve credit for the neat 
little chapel they have erected by subscription 
among themselves, They had formerly a Mc- 
thodist preacher, whom they procured from 
England, but like most other Europeans he did 
not survive long. There: is also a respectable 
Wesleyan chapel in Settler Town, which is well 
attended, and many other private places of 
worship for digsenters arc in different parts of 
the town, which are supported by contributions 
from congregations consisting principally of 
liberated Africans and discharged soldiers: very 
few of these can even read, anid many of the 
former hardly understand English; and per- 
haps the preacher, who may be a discharged 
soldier, or a liberated African himself scarcely 
knows his lotters, yet they join heartily in ' 
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singing psalins, which constitutes the principal 
part of (their service. "Theso latter places arc 
opened at day light forabout at han, and imthe 
evening from six tll cight o'clock: the chanting 
may bo heard at a considerable distance, and 
their discordant voices ayo not alittle annoying 
to the Enropeang, who happen to reside in the 
immediate neighbourhood, On the Lord’s day 
tho shops are closed and tho sabbath is other. 
wise religiously observed by the coloured po-, 
puiation. 

Many persons belonging to the surrounding 
tribes have taken up their Temporary residence 
in the colony, and the Mahomotan religion, 
which many of (hom profess, allosving a man 
to have several wives, is in that respect mak. 
ing much progress, ‘With the exception of the 
most respectallo’ of tho | Maroons and Novy, 
Scotians, the native inkinbilants have not ad- 
vanced much in Linropean oivifization, not ho- 
ing so refined in this rospeet os a domestic 
slavo in the West Indios ; but they are fond of 
dress, and newly liberated Africans soon fol- 
low their eximple to the oxtent of their 
means. The Maroons still retain a dialect 
peculiar to them in Jamaica. Some of 
the Maroon fads, by being employed in the 
European’s shops, improve thoniselyes much, 
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par ticularly in their writing. sTheY occasion- 
ally give parties, at“which there are young 
lgdics "who figure away in a country dance, 
copicd from the Europeans, some of whom 
give a “ball ond * supper, but to which none 
of the males of colour are invited except one 
individual, a merchant, who is often a guest 
at the dinner table of the Europeans, In Sir 
Charles Mac Carthy’s time the coloured people 
who by their good conduct became deserying 
of his nolice, were received at his table, and 
marriage among them was much encouraged. 
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Tyoatment of the liberated Africans ~Commercial 
Pursuits— Villages of liberated Africans—Mission- 
ary Schools—Superiarity of the Native Children 
Mountains— Vallies—Agrioulture-—Soil — Produce 
—Onffea—Ginger—-Rearing of Cattl—Markets— 
Exports—Tinber Tyade—Acwoos—Kroomen—Ba- 
nana Islands—Isles da Los—Slave Trade—Cap- 
ture of the Slaves—~ Disposition on Shore Hi ‘even. 


Tue liberated Africans are now supported 
by govornment only for six months after libera- 
tion in the colony by tho’ mixed-commission 
courts, al tho rate of two pence por day for 
cach adult, and threo halfpence por day for 
children: a picco of cloth sufficiently large to 
wrap round the body, and a blanket, is given 
to each individual, or one blanket between tavo 
children, on landing. The men are not located 
until three months after they are received by the 
liberated official department, being employed on 
light work during that time for the good of the 
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public. When I assumed the, government, t 
adoptéd the plan of sending half the newly 
arrived African males to clear land and build 
huts for themselves, and the remainder was kept 
in Freéfown ond employed in the manner above 
stated. Thus they were provided with houses 
and provision-grotnds when their time of 
working for the public had expired, During 
the six months they have also issued to them 
two shirts and two pair of trowsers each, and 
when located, provided with implements of 
agriculture and cooking utensils, The govern- 
ment provide forethem as already stated during 
six months, at the expiration of which they 
are put,on their own resources, and are usually 
assisted by their own country people until 
they are well able to maintain themselves. 
Some of the men are occasionally appren- 
ticed to the merchants who are engaged in the 
timbertradeup the rivers and favourablerepor ts 
have been made ofthem, They will readily hire 
therhselves, but they require much looking after. 
Many of them after haying resided some time in 
the colony,acquire a small capital, principally by 
traffic in European articles. None of thesepeople 
hire themselycs as sailors on board of ships, 
nor do they serve as boatmen, owing to their 
03 


1% PRESINT STATE OF 


inenpacity f bud a few of thom possess canoes, 
in which they employ the heighhouring natives, 
and trade to the adjacent rivers with, HuFopeng 
merehandize, which they oxchango for rice, 
to retail again in Froctown. Sore eftho dis 
chargod soldiers employ themselves also in this 
manner, ‘This is ths kind of occupation which 
these people like; and as soon as any of them 
acquire some capital in another line, they 
speculate in traffic. Some of them also saw 
boards, and split shingles, which they soll al 
Frectown, 

The women get married, «as they aro not 
allowed to bo takon othorwise by the mon, al- 
most immediately aftor being landed, Some 
of tho girls and boys are apprenticed to the 
inhabitants on liberation, and the romaindor 
wont to school in the villages, where they aro 
supported and cloathed until they are oithor 
AppRentiged or ablo to provide fore themselves 
soine of the girls are also disposed of from 
thence in marriage, 

Lordered the boys at school in the villagos 
to cultivate a farm at conch place, that thoy 
might support and cloath themselves without 
expense to government, by the sale of arrow 
rout, ginger, and rice, of which they had a 


SIERRA LEONE. 199 


good quantity planted, as well as other articles ' 
“of food Whon I departed for Europe. 

Pheros are seventeen liberated African vil- 
lages in th& colony, viz. Regent, Leopold, 
Gloutcestot, and Charlotte, in the mountains; 
Kissey, Wellington, Allen’s Town, Hastings, 
Waterloo, Wilberf8rce, Myrray, Aberdeen, 


“Denham, York, Kent, and two on the Banana 


islands, viz. Dublin and Ricketts. Murray and 


Aberdeen were recently formed by me, on the 
right bank of the river, sailing into the harbour; 
the former about three miles, the latter four 
miles and a half from Freetown. The land is 
some of the best in the colony, and they bid 
fair to equal, if not surpass, many of the vil- 
lages previously settled. The town and coun- 
try lots were regularly laid out, houses were 
built, and the land was planted, before distri- 


bution, 


At Regent, Leopold, Kissey, Wellington, 
Hastings, Waterloo, Kent, and York, sdme 
small’ houses of stone and wood, have been 
erected by the liberated African mechanics, 
but principally by the discharged pensioned 
native soldiers, who are located at the five 
lattcr places, and a few of whom, as well as 
some of the liberated Africans, are in posscs- 
sion of comfortable houses in Freetown. 
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They fire. also building at Welt ‘ington, by | 
subscription among the discharged soldiers, 
and the liberated Africans, 0 goo, sized’ market, 
and a chapel of stone, and they wish to have 
the privilege of appointing their own'prondhar, 
At Regent, Leopold, Gloucester, and Kissey, 
where there are yespectablo churches built by 
government, the liberated Africans of theso 
villages, and of others where missionaries are 
stalionod, attend divino sorvico regularly and 
are neatly dressed on Sundays in the English | 
costume for that purpose; at other times, 
excopt on particular occasions, most of them 
aro nearly without clothing. The Mission- 
ary Society have lately established gchools at 
Freetown, and at some of the liberated African 
villages, for the childyen born in the colony, 
By alate regulation entered into with them, the 
liberated African childron are dowed to partici. * 
pate in tho benefils arising fromethoss schools, 
They aro conducted on the infantine ayslom, 
which is admirably calculated for African chil- 
dren. The children who are born in the colony 
are very much suporior in intellect, and in 
every othor rospect, to those liberated from 
slavery, and may be readily distinguished, al- 
though their paronts may be libernted Africans 
éhemselves, If thore wore other schpols to 
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which thesboys could be sent ag they grow up‘ 


for further instruction, they might prove very 
ugeful i®a colgny so fatal to European life; but 
hitherto none of the liberated Africans who have 
beeh at schgol,» with the exception of a few em- 
ployedas teachers by the missionaries, on whose 
instruction great paths have keen bestowed, have 
benefited much by the schools established by 
government; but this may have been owing 
to the want of good teachers, and of a proper 
system. The schools at Freetown, for boys 
and girls born in the colony, are well attended 
by the children of the Maroons, Nova Scotians 
and others; the teachers are American blacks, 
who cage to settle at the American scttlement 
called Liberia, 6 deg. north latitude and 11 
deg. east longitude; bytthey are not very effi- 
cient in thoir various capacities, 

The colory abounds with steep mountains, 
separated with deep ravines, formed by the 
rain rushing down the sides of the preciptces, 
which, after, collecting in the vallies, finds its 
way to the river and to the sea, Bridges have 
been repeatedly thrown across the ravines, 
some at considerable expense, and which were 
considered calculated to stand, but they have 
all shared the like fate, being soon washed 
away, by the great torrents of: water, whigh 
frequently bring down large trees. The moun- 


202 PRESENT STATE OF 


' 
‘tains, when cleared of woods, soondose much 


of the surperiicial soil, which is washed inte 
tho yallies hy the heavy rains, and thus ho- 
como neatly destitute, with tho exception of 
small deposits of carth, retained-by dio irrdpu- 
larity of the rocky surface. 

Tho remainder qf the colony is composed of 
dcclivities,. deep vallics, and plains, compris- 
ing agreat quantity of flatrock. Some of the 
hills, as well as a large portion of the country 
in the vicinity of the old established liborated 
African villages, aro well cleardd of the high 
woods, while in the vicinity of Freetown, where 
the land belongs io the Maroons and Nova, 
Scotians, much high wood is still slanding ; 
and tho land is but partially cultivated, 
The soil, aftor having heen in uso two or three 
years, that which at first was considered the 
best, will hardly repay thoecultivator, in koop- 
ing. down the grass and weeds which grow up 
again almost a8 soon as they aro removed ; 
thorofore, the same spots aro scldom or ‘never 
cultivated after tho first or second your, bulb 
aro allowod to remain fallow for a fow yours, 
before they are again put into requisition, 
when the brush wood, which has sprung up 
to a cortain height, is cut down and burnt, 
end manures the land, which is the only,means 
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of doing so,*and renders it again pr@ductive. 
For this teason, the inhabitants who till the 
soil, have*several, pieces of ground, which they 
cultivate alternately, some of which are situ- 
ated &t a disgance of several miles from their 
respective villages, 

The articles raised are yamg, cocoa, casada, 
a small quantity of rice and Indian corn, 
pine apples, a few sugar canes, pumpkins, me- 
Jons, ochras, and a few greens, The inhabi- 
tants do not grow sufficient rice for their own 
consumption, and a great quantity is imported 
for that purpose from the neighbouring coun- 
ies. There is an, abundance of oranges, and. 
a few cocga nut trees; some coffee trees have 
also been planted on some of the hills near 
Freetown by Europeans; but of late they 
have been entirely neglected. One of these 
“places was fist planted by Governor Maxwell, 
and was purchesed from him by the late Sir 
Chatles Mac Carthy, who built a good house 
upon ft, It lately belonged to Mr. Kenneth 
Macauly, since deceased. 
* Some of the coffee trees appeared healthy, 
and produced tolerably well. The coffee col- 
lected was esteemed very excellent, and re- 
sombled Macha coffee inappearance and taste. 
In clearjng the woods about Wellington somce 
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years ago, a considerable number of colleo 
trees of great height were discovered,’and sume 
of the berrics on them being ,collectéd at the 
lime, proved to bo real coffee; “byt the vil- 
lagers, not being aware of the ytility Of the 
trecs, cut them down in clearing the woods, 

During the period thi. I administered the 
govornment, I gave directions for the liberated 
Africans to plant on their farms a certain num- 
ber of coffeo and ginger plants, which latter 
ivives well in somo parts of the colony, as’ 
docs also arrow roots and T encouraged the 
discharged pensioned soldicrs in the villages, 
who wore cultivators, as far as it was possible, 
by supplying them with ginger foy planting. 
Whether the cultivation of these articles have 
boon persevered in is doubtful, from the difficulty 
which they experienced in disposing of some 
small quantity which they had reared, and thd 
low price obtained for ginger and arrow root 
ffom the merchants, who would give only 
goods in payment. Itwas my plan to promote 
this kind of cultivation by finding a market in 
England, and I hoped for tho assistance of the 
friends of the colony at home, as many of them 
had expressed their willingness to purchase all 
the ginger that might be raised by these peo- 
ple. 
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As a further stimulus to the, colfnist, an 
Agricultural Society wis formed, and a tract 
of about’ ong hundred acres of the best land 
was cleared and planted witu corn, white rice, 
ginger, coffee atid yams. It looked well, and 
was in a state of great forwardness when I 
departed for England; but % is apprehended 
that it has, like many other plans commenced 
for the improvement of the colony, been neg- 
,lected. Even when it was going on prospe- 
rously, few of the subscribers ever went to 
look at it: so indifferent were they to its suc- 
cess, that some of them sold their shares for 
half the sum which they had paid for them. No 
well-followed up examples in these respects have 
ever been offered to the liberated Africans, nor 
encouragement given te them. The lands 

, which were given to the Maroons and Nova 
Scotians on their afrival in this colony, with 
few exception’, although situated in the im- 
thediate vicinity of Freetown, have been only 
partially cleared of the woods, They state, in 
excuse, that the land is too unproductive, but 
‘in appearance it is equally as good as at the 
two villages already mentioned, as having 
been formed by me, which is considered as 
some of the best in the colony. 
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The stock, reared in the colony, aro a few, 
cows and bullocks, somo pigs, fowls, and 
ducks, The supplies for tho cofony and 
shipping aro chicily obtained from the Mandin- 
gecs and Foulahs, who bring . tiem “from 
the intorior of the continont, and by the neigh 
bouring natives., The market place in Free- 
town is a large unfinished brick building, 
erceted by government for the purpose, and 
the upper part is intended for a cot house, 
Tt is well supplied with fresh meat, poultry, 
ree, vegetables, and fruits tho latter articlos 
by the natives of tho neighbouring shores, 
and by tho liberated Africans. Tho mar- 
ket is held from day light in the morning till 
four o’clack in the afternoon, every day ox- 
copt Sunday. A tax which T laid on tho ar- 
ticles and animals exposed for sale in the mars, 
ket, was calculated to produce*nenrly sevon 
hundyed pounds a your; and in consequence 
of” this rogulation the market became much 
more frequented, although at firat it Was nol 
liked by the natives. 

It is astonishing lo sce some of the market 
people, who for the want of room, or in pre- 
ference, sit outside of the building the whole 
of the day without any covering on their heads, 
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or perhaps without any cloathing ateall, excep 
‘a piece of cloth tied rotund their bodies, exposed 
ipa vértigal gun, which almost strikes a Euro- 
pean to the ground, and would blister his skin 
if exposed to*it only for a short time. The 
exports from the golony are timber, rice, occa- 
sionally to the Wast Indjes, palm oil, some 
camwood, a small quantity of bees-wax, and 
now and then some gold. 

The timber is generally teak, which is 
obtained at a considerable distance up the 
branches of the Sierra Leone river, which are 
called Bunce, Rokel, Port Logo, and Mahara 
rivers; these are intersected by numerous 
creeks, on the banks of which the timber is 
felled and squared by the natives themselves, 
and with'’cork wood flaated by them to the fac- 
tories established by the European merchants 
on these stfeams, ‘where it is purchased with 
goods and shipped for England. ar 

In . consequence of the timber of these places 
becoming scarce, and likely to be shortly ex- 
hausted altogether, the morchants have also 
established factories at the rivers Furicaria and 
Scarces, from thirty to forty miles to the north- 
ward of Sierra Leone. The entrances into 
these rivers were dangerous, but their mouths 
having been surveyed lately, ships now goin 


204 ke AVRESENT BTATE OF 


“and load Gwith greater facility. ‘Tue (present 
great demand for the timbor arises in conse 
quence ofa contract by some persons fh Tne 
Jand to supply government with e certain 
number of loads of it, by a given porind for ship 
building. The palm oil and, camwood are ob- 
tained from the neighbouring rivers, and the 
wax and gold brought by some of tho inland ~ 
natives, with whom at one time a hope was 
entertained that a considerable trade might be 
established, as they came oftencr to the colony 
with their merchandizo owing td’ considerable 
presents having been madedo their chieh by 
the government; this not being continued of 
late, and the Rio Pongas and Rio Nynes be- 
ing much nearer to them, where they can 
dispose of slaves, thoy genorally go there, and 
visit Sicrra Leone only, whon induced through 
inlorost made with them “by the merchants, 
Another circumstance which opcrates against 
their intercourse with tho colony is, the ox- 
ponco which they incur for canoes to convey 
them and their merchandize from the places 
where they are obliged to procead by wator to 
the colony, which are distant from forty to 
ono hundred miles up tho rivers. Torses are 
obtained from Sencgal and the Gambia, but 
they might be reared in the colony. A gig 
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can bé driven from Freetown throug) the vil- 
“lage of, Kissey to Welliugton, and the road is 
nearly lewel tho whole way, and those who keep 
hdises and *velficles ride out in the mornings 
but generally iy the evenings during the dry 
season of tlle year round Furrah Bay, about a 
mile from the town. All the other roads are 
ateop and rocky, and are therefore with diffi- 
culty traversed with horses. 
The roads are repaired once a year, shortly 
*after the rains, by the liberated Africans in 
the villages." Unless some method should be 
devised to give employment to the greatly 
increasing papulation caused by the emancipa- 
tion of slaves, who are almost daily arriving, 
now that the public expenditure has declined 
comparatively to nothing, it is probable the 
liborated Africans will lee from their pre- 
ssent state of givilizatjon into their former habits 
and customs. Chere was evidently such a ten- 
deney when I quitted the colony. ae 
Thodiberated Africans of the Pacongo nation, 
with the exception of a very few of them, will 
not remain in the villages, but secret them- 
sclves in the woods, whence they occasionally 
emerge for pluwhder. These are cannibals ; and 
one of them was taken not very long since with 
a human hand in his wallet, and cven some of, 
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the discharged soldiers have a peopensity to 
seclade themselves in 4he bushes, whexo they 
build huts, ‘The most intelligent afaong the 
liberated Africans are the Aceoos, who are of 
a warlike lrihe: they have already given sume 
trouble, and as thoy are inereasing considera- 
bly in number, itis not improbable they may, 
at no distant periéd, cause much alarm. It is 
howevergoncrally considered that the Maroons, 
Nova Scotians, and soldier pensioners, with 
the other liberated Africans, are a sulliciont 
cheek upon them, as well es pon each other, 
for the peace of the colony, which must in 
time he inhabited by one people only, namely, 
thoir descendants, s 
A great number of men and women from 
the neighbouring coyntrics take up their re. 
sidence in tho suburbs of the town, tho 
greater part of them without pernission from 
the proper authorities. Some ef these are cri- 
minals, who have fled from the justice of their 
own conntry, and who furnish a bad example 
to the liberated people by the ovil practices 
which they introduce with them. Some 
of them, after a short residence in the co- 
lonics, instigated a war in the neighbour- 
hood, and nearly involved the colony in iL, 
e The merchants were much interrupted by it in 
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their timbtr and other trade. Thee denions 
dance dnd sing in their country fashion, Tho 
Maroon’ bgrn jn the colony dance to the gum- 
bia ( drum) to which they sing and keep time 
by ‘lapping their hands together. This eus- 
tom was introduccd, by tho original Maroons 
from Jamaica. Those who owe still in existence 
‘speak of their former residence with fond re- 
mempbrances and sigh to return to it. There 
are a number of Kroomen generally at Sierra 
Leone, They come from about Cape Palmas 
to seck employment in the colony and oh board 
the ships of war aid merchant vessels, They 
are industrious, and being active and strong, 
are always employed in preference to the other 
natives. Thoy inhabit a small nest of huts near 
Freetown. 

As soon as a Krooman has laid by as much 
‘money as he*thinks “will enable him to appear 
in his owl country as a person of consequence, 
ho purchases goods, which he takes with 
him héme, and after his wealth has been ex- 
hausted, he returns to seek for more. Num- 
bers of them enter the Navy for a period of 
three years. Each vessel is allowed to take a 
number proportioned to her rating, and they 
reccive about the same pay as the white sed- 
men, and also share in prize money. They have* 
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Set of iffinits use in preserving the lives af 
our sailors hy going genorally in the beats in 
their stead, 

The Banana islands, depondencics - sof Siorsn 
Leone, about thirty miles to tho’ ‘southward’ and 
westward of Freetown, ay two miles across 
from the village of Kent, are very beautiful and 
the soil is excellent. The land has been mostly’ 
laid out by the survoyor in town and country 
lois, and cach person inhabiting the islands 
possesses one of cach, and in consequence of 
the country lots being properly ‘cultivated, the 
islands look cxecedingly fie, just about the 
closo of the rainy season, when the crops are 
nearly ready to reap, Mr, Camphell, who 
had beon upwards of fourteen years in tha co- 
lony, part of which time had beon spent in the 
navy and on hoard the Colonial vessel, whieh 
captured many slaves, ald wad sent to the 
Benines, had # plantation of coffee, ginger, 
and other things in which ho took a great dent 
of interest, To his oxertions this prosperous 
state of tho islands must be attributed, Thoro 
is a very good house upon one of them which 
was commenced hy Sir Charlgs Mac Carthy 
and subsequently completed by me, 

“The Bananas are decidedly the most hoalthy 
“ofvour possessions in Aftica, and ff the capital 
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of Sicrra Lone, which was chosen {rincipally 
for the harbour, it beiig a very good one, had 
heen foned atetho place, now oceupied by the 
village of Ricketts, where there is an excel- 
lont’ anchomge*for ships of any class, and it is 
evident by the goog state of health which the 
Europeans have enjoyed there, that many va- 
“Iuable lives might have been saved. There 
are other dependencies of Sierra Leone called 
the Isles de Loss, where good barracks and 
other buildings were crected at a very great 
expence, but Which are now falling to decay, 
tho place having ‘been abandoned; there are 
some pensioned soldiers, who have been settled 
on tho ynost fertile of the islands still re. 
maining there. Two of these islands, viz. 
Tamara and Factory, are said to be tolerably 
healthy, but are by no means comparable in 
“that respect to the Bananas. On the other is- 
land, dosignated Crawford's, which 4s very. 
small and exceedingly rocky, the barracks 
were built, and it proved fatal to many of the 
European ‘troops, recruits of the African colo- 
nial corps, whom Major-General Turner had 
brought from England with him, and were sent 
there on account of its being considered more 
healthy than Sierra Leone, 

These, islands were taken possession of ote 
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t iaveitl the Americans forming aSsettlemcut 
there, as was reported 6 have heen their énten- 
tion, Sf they had effected this purfiose, it 
would have interfered materially with she trail 
of Sierra Leone, wo Muvopeis te fders Btill 
have factovics on these isluyds, and a considdr- 
able merchant, why is a Maroon, has formed 
a settlement on an island called Matiercong, ' 
about thirty miles from Sierra Leone, which he 
is cultivating, the soil being superior to that of 
the colony. 

When liberated Africans wore "teat located 
at Sierra Leone, if a system like the follow- 
ing had been adopted and pursued, it is 
probable that they would now have, been at- 
tached to the soil, and hetter able to pro- 
vide for themselves aid children; viz, Select 
the best Jand, and make all the males capa~ 
ble of labour work ina lody in acle: aring and” 
planting articles for their ownr ase, besides 
coffee and other exportable produce; this 
being accomplished, apportion the laid out 
to them, building a house on each farm, 
which they should be compelled to keep in 
order, on penalty of forfeiting their selilement, 
At present, except those who aro tied to the 
villages by possessing good houses in them, 
“the liberated Africans move from place,to place 
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as thei faacy leads them, andaas ‘ho regular* 
allotment until laicly "had beon given to them, 
they sit down as they call it wherever they 
like. Ideas of perfect liberty have too soon 
bech givoy to these people considering their 
utter ignorance. If one of them were now 
asked why he does hot repgir his house, clean 
‘his farm, mend his fence, or put on better 
clothes, he replies, “ that king no give him 
work this time, and that he can do no more 
than burn bush and plant little cassada for 
yam” (to eat.)" 

The trade in slaves is carried to a greater 
extent than formerly, in the neighbouring ri- 
vers ; thg vessels that frequent them carry for 
this purpose Spanish dollars and” doubloons, 
which subsequently find their way to Sierra 
Leone for goods. Many of the liberated Afri- 
‘cans havo been cntited from tho colony, and 
others kidnapped by the vagabonds, alvegdy 
mentioned who reside in the suburbs of Free- 
town # {hoy are resold as slaves ; some of them 
after a few months have becn recaptured in 
slave vessels, and brought back to the colony 
to he liberated. The numerous creeks in the 
immediate vicinity of Sicrra Leone, which 
communicate with the rivers, afford great 
facility, for- carrying them off— I had, oa 
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* snapoctinn’ of “the Jiberated Africdn pppren; 
tices shortly after T asstimed the goveranent, 
but there were nol so many unacquuttod fee 
ag was anticipated. ae 

It appears to be the intentfon of yovaxp- 
ment to remove tho mixed gommissioned court, 
to Fernandez Po, ad to fill up tho necessary 
establishment of the government at Sicrra” 
Leone with coloured people, whom it would be 
necessary to procure from foreign parts, as 
thoro are few people of colour competent to fill 
any important government office; and should 
the colony be abandoned by government, the 
slave trade will immediately revive: it ig ab 
present carried on sceretly by some of tho 
unprincipled black population, but in general 
the trade is abhorred Isy them. 

'Lhese aro no doubt wise measures, inasmuch 
us the misory of the poor Slaves eSnsequont on 
theirvoyage up, if takon to any distance to 
{feoward, is vory much aggravated, Sometimes 
the vessels captured in the hight of Bonin and 
Biafra, whore or near to which by far the 
greater portion of the slaves are taken, arc’ 
six weeks, and often longer, ,on ‘alr pas~ 
sage, on account of an casterly current; but 
on the approach of the poriodical rains, the 
‘pazsage is made in much less tinte, from the 
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_ winds inclining to the north cast, Vessels gos 
ing wp to Sierra Leofe from these places are, 
sip conSeqyence of a‘strong current which runs 
to, the Sastward, compelled to go sometimes 
two degracs southward of the litte, (which is 
at limes attendedeyith great difficulty,) in order 
to get the north east wind, before which they 
bear away for Sierra Leone with flowing sails, 
‘Lhe winds on the coast are about south-west. 
Numerous deaths occur among the slaves on 
their passage, from its tedious length; and 
sometimes they aro much straightened for pro- 
visions and wattr. The slave vessels have 
been known to be from two months to eleven 
weeks gn their passago up the coast. The 
male slayes are generally secured by the slave 
traders with irons between decks, but the wo- 
men are seldom conffned, and are kept in a 
separate pért of th&ship, and small parties are 
allowed to céme upon deck in rotation. » , 
Tho Portuguese and Spaniards impress on 
the minds of the slaves that the English are 
anxious to destroy them; in consequence of 
which the poor creatures are just after capture 
much dejected; but as they are generally im- 
mediately released from their confifement 
and overy possible attention paid to them, 
they spon become cheerful, and although te- 
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Ally unaceuainted with one antlers lan- 
guage, shortly become familiarised by" signs 
or motions, and when anchored in J Freetown, 
harbour, awaiting their adjudicatiSie,” their 
countrymen located in the colony yjsie them, 
and from being acquaintec, with | their ap- 
proaching delivery, thoy indulgé‘in merriment 
and pleasure. Shotild there be any discase 
among the slaves on board tho ships, they are 
landed as soon as the necessary legal forms are 
gono through. Many of these poor creatures 
arrive in such a doplorable state from want and 
disoase, that it is dificult to preserve their 
lives, 

Kt is really shocking to humanity fo sco a 
cargo of children arrive sometimos more ske- 
letons, in a complete stgte of exhaustion, The 
small pox and measles often break out on board 
the slave vessels, as welkeas theaapthalmia. 
Slaves.ango purchased from the pativey on an 
average for about four pounds cach, and are 
paid for in gunpowder, arms, tobacco, ardent 
gpirils, &e. Those takon in the latitude af 
Sierra Leone, might reach Fernandez Po in 
fifteen or twonty days. 

The last dreadful epidemic fever, in 1820, 
was evidently brought to Sierra Leone, as 
will,appear by the following accowal, About 
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the Ist ef May, 1829, a new Slescriptio® 
‘of Sead: broke out among the inhabitants of 
Freetown, and the shipping lying in the har- 
“Nout.>, Pfovious to which, the only casualty 
tht had’ r some time occurred amongst the 
Europeans, ; ‘was che death of a young wri- 
ter in the sccretaty’s offige, who died of a 
first attack of the fever cofamon to this part of 
Africa. The casualties among the coloured 
people located in Freetown were very limited, 
and chiefly confined to those well advanced in 
yoars. The ‘crews of the merchant vessels vi- 
siting tho colony-for timber, were, (excepting 
one or two that wore not properly attended to,) 
up to thjs period healthy, but from this time to 
Scptember, the oldest European residents, in- 
cluding Mr, Kenneth Macauley, who had been 
nearly twenty years*in the colony, and Mr, 
Roffell, whe had betn above fourtecn, and many 
native sétilew in Freetown, fell victings do, this 
discasc, which was rapidly destroying the 
crow8 of the shipping. Of twenty Kroomen 
landed from his majosty’s ship Eden, eight 
dicd of this disease; and these people, the 
most hardy on the coast, died on an average of 
one a day, sthee this fever appeared, alhough 
previously healthy. 
The fevor which carried off so many of, tes 
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4raropoan firoops on the Gold €o at in 
1824, was in all probability similar Lo abjs. | 
This discaso was, with a vory few exceptiong , 
among the merchant seamen, uunkeitoufn is 
Siorra Leone since the year 1$23,¢ Avhon” it 
broke out on board the Cayelinty, © temerchant 
ship from the Meditgrranean, and spread from 
her, over the harbour and among tho inhabi- 
tants to a limited distance from thence into 
Trectown, 

‘Tho liberated Africans, some of whom were 
landed sickly, and located at thé now settle 
monts a short distance to the westward of the 
town, as well as those who resided at Kissey and 
other villages up the river, and at tha moun- 
tain settlements, with the Buropean managers 
and missionarics, all «enjoyed good health, 
Tho natives upon tho Bullom shore, to the 


north-oast of Sierra Leone; *were akso'stated to . 


be porfeotly hoalthy, 

The European desertars and discharged mon 
{rom tho royal African corps, who were allbwed 
to proceed home in merchant vessels, nearly 
all yeturned to the shoro afflicted with this ma» 
lady and died; whilst the troops in garrison at 
the neW barracks on Tower Hill, including one 
hundred and twenty Europeans, remained quite 
wWolk with the exception of a fow who had 
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fono onboard of some of the ycss@is, and wot! 
taken ill with the same fever, and died; as 
di picutengnt Patterson of the African corps, 
bind eercommissariat officor, who had not long 
‘rive yong England. 

* This: fepergorried off persons who were at- 
tacked by it, in a mucly less time than the 
usual fever, which type the former gradually 
subsided into, as the rainy season advanced. 
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